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FIXER-UPPER SPECIAL!  University area, great location!  
Needs Everything – all the TLC you can muster!  But it’s 
cheap!  Only $42,000 buys a great starter or retirement 
home, or a nice investment property.  Call to see it today!  
MLS #        Call Becky Smith ext 11

CUSTOM BUILT HOME with great views.  Has metal roof, 
low-e windows, custom cabinets and ceramic tile and 
carpeting.  Kiva FP in living room, big country kitchen.  The 
covered porch is plumbed for a hot tub. The barn has water and is wired for 
220.   And 69.7 acres for all your animals!!  MLS #30132  $475,000  Call 
Nancy Kavanagh ext 17

Quality People, Quality Service for over 40 years!

www.SmithRealEstate.com 

(575) 538-5373 or 1-800-234-0307
505 W. College Avenue • PO Box 1290 • Silver City, NM 88062

Call or Click Today!

BEAR MOUNTAIN SPENDOR – Great view location at the 
edge of civilization.  Quality construction with front porch 
for enjoying the great view.  3 BR, 2 BA, double garage, lots 
of storage and much more!  $235,000  MLS #           . 
Call Becky Smith ext 11

ROOM TO ROAM!  This 5-6 BR 3 Bath home has loads of 
potential -- just 2 miles from town on 1 3/4 acre with more 
available.  City water, privacy, and nice views, + double 
garage & outbuilding -- nearly 3,000 sq. ft. for only $239,500 -- See it soon!  
# 26146 Call Becky 

PINOS ALTOS RD LOCATION – Privacy & convenience, 
together with great scenic views make this location superb!  
City water, + a well for landscape irrigation.  3 BR 2 BA 
home has extra-large LR and glass sunroom for entertaining, plus lots of 
porch, patio and outdoor space. Nearly 7 acres, just minutes from town. 
See it soon! Only $279,500 MLS #29984  Call Becky Smith ext 11

SOUTHWEST STYLE – Gracious modern Southwest style 
home on 1+ acres in Silver Acres subdivision, near Silver 
City’s golf course.  3 BR 2 Bath + sunporch, double garage, & 
extra carport.  Tile floors, custom wood cabinetry, lots of elegant little 
touches set this one apart!  MLS #29668  $223,500 A must see!  Call Becky 
Smith ext 11

Visit Silver City’s Historic
Yankie/Texas Arts District

We are open Sundays
Located one block o� Bullard & Broadway

Spend your lazy Summer Sundays downtown with us!
Enjoy brunch at Vicki’s Eatery and 

co�ee at Yankie Creek Co�ee House.
Explore art galleries & boutiques such as

Copper Quail Gallery, Molly Ramolla Fine Art & Framing, 
Wynnegate Gallery and The Raven’s Nest Boutique.

COPPER 
QUAIL

GALLERY

The 
Raven’s Nest

MOLLY 
RAMOLLA 

FINE ART & 
FRAMING
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HOME FURNITURE
APPLIANCES & CARPETING

207 South Bullard Street
Family owned and operated in Historic Downtown Silver City Since 1937

MON- FRI 
9 AM - 5 PM

SAT 
10 AM - 5 PM
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 Tues. – Thurs. 9am-3pm
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NW Corner of Swan St. & Hwy 180 Silver City, New Mexico

www.will-learning.com
Western Institute for Lifelong Learning

JOIN WILL NOW  AND BE READY 
FOR EARLY BIRD COURSE SIGN-UP 

ON THURSDAY,  AUGUST 22

Fall 2013 courses will be available on-line for perusal in early August.
Visit www.will-learning.com for complete information or call 575 538 6835.

Over 150 courses and events each year for the 
cost of annual membership, just $75!

The Institute for Foreign Language Study is back, 
for an additional $75/ course for WILL Members!
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The ink was hardly dry on the US Supreme 
Court’s 5-4 split decision to uphold Maryland’s 
collection of DNA from criminal suspects be-

fore Gov. Susana Martinez suggested she may ask the 
legislature to expand New Mexico’s own DNA pro-
gram. Currently, under “Katie’s Law,” DNA samples 
are taken only from those arrested (but not yet con-
victed) for felonies—similar to the Maryland law the 
court upheld. But Martinez told the Associated Press 
she was considering expanding DNA collection to in-
clude misdemeanor arrests. Her likely opponent in 
2014, Attorney General Gary King, has also proposed 
sampling DNA for some misdemeanors, but only 
upon conviction.

Martinez did not specify whether she’d cover all 
misdemeanor arrests or only certain offenses, and a 
spokesperson cited examples such as domestic vio-
lence, animal cruelty and some sex offenses that are 
classified as misdemeanors. As Thomas J. Cole noted 
in the Albuquerque Journal, however, misdemean-
ors also include fishing without a license, hosting a 
poker game for your pals, scalping concert tickets 
and playing your car stereo too loudly. Nearly one-
third of Americans will be arrest-
ed for some offense by age 23—do 
we really want to start compiling 
DNA databases of such scope?

In upholding the Maryland law, 
which was used to convict Alonzo 
Jay King Jr. of rape after his origi-
nal arrest on assault charges, Jus-
tice Anthony Kennedy and the 
narrow majority likened DNA col-
lection to fingerprinting. For the 
federal government and 28 states, 
including New Mexico, that allow DNA collection 
before conviction, Kennedy argued, it’s important to 
identifying a suspect.

Identification was not at issue when Alonzo King 
was arrested and swabbed, however. In the dissent-
ing opinion, Justice Antonin Scalia demolished the 
identification argument: “The court’s assertion that 
DNA is being taken, not to solve crimes, but to iden-
tify those in the state’s custody, taxes the credulity 
of the credulous,” Scalia wrote. “Solving unsolved 
crimes is a noble objective, but it occupies a lower 
place in the American pantheon of noble objectives 
than the protection of our people from suspicionless 
law-enforcement searches.”

It’s hard to fault any measure that puts a rapist 
behind bars, and the Maryland statute may be the 
best compromise between safety and civil liberties 
that can be crafted on this issue. Only 13 gene seg-
ments (alleles) are analyzed, revealing no intimate 
information about the subject, and the data are re-
tained only if the person is subsequently convicted. 
Use of the DNA to help link a family member of the 
arrested person to a crime—a genetic possibility—is 
prohibited.

Other states are not so careful, however, and the 
ACLU is already planning to challenge a more sweep-
ing California statute. If the Maryland v. King deci-
sion emboldens other authorities as it seems to have 
Gov. Martinez, the “slippery slope” that rights advo-
cates always warn of might be just ahead.

It is always easier to make the short-term trade-off 
of liberty for safety, but hard to step back from 
that slope. New Mexicans already give up Fourth 

Amendment protections in our zeal to combat drunk-
en driving. That’s led to DUI “checkpoints” of dubi-
ous effectiveness that harass law-abiding citizens, 
while distracting from efforts to keep repeat offend-
ers off the roads.

Since 9/11, airport security screening has gone to 
intrusive lengths never dreamt of by the Founding 
Fathers who prohibited “unreasonable searches and 
seizures.” Fears of “profiling,” however, have kept us 
from adopting the arguably more effective methods 
used by countries such as Israel, where airport screen-
ers waste less time on babies and little old ladies.

Also since 9/11, as recently revealed in leaks about 
the activities of the NSA (National Security Agency, 
popularly known as “No Such Agency”), the tentacles 

of the surveillance state have spread more widely 
than most Americans were aware. New Mexico US 
Senators Tom Udall and Martin Heinrich recently 
joined nine fellow Democrats and two Republicans 
in calling for an independent investigation into the 
NSA’s phone records and data collection programs. 
The Privacy and Civil Liberties Oversight Board, 
originally recommended by the 9/11 Commission and 
strengthened through Udall’s efforts in the House of 
Representatives, would undertake that inquiry.

As Udall, who voted against the far-too-sweeping 
Patriot Act that began the post-9/11 intrusions into 
civil liberties, said in a Senate hearing last month, 
“It’s very, very difficult to have a transparent debate 
about secret programs, approved by a secret court 
issuing secret court orders based on secret interpre-
tations of law.”

In their 2007 recommendations, the 9/11 commis-
sioners wrote: “The burden of proof for retaining a 
particular governmental power should be on the ex-
ecutive, to explain (a) that the power actually materi-
ally enhances security and (b) that there is adequate 
supervision of the executive’s use of the powers to 

ensure protection of civil liberties. 
If the power is granted, there must 
be adequate guidelines and over-
sight to properly confine its use.”

 That is a wise, bipartisan phi-
losophy we might apply to all 
trade-offs between safety and lib-
erty, whether in airport TSA lines, 
on the highways of New Mexico, 
or in our police stations when 
booking suspects.

But surely it might help solve more crimes or fend 
off terrorists or arrest drunk drivers if we dis-
pensed with more and more of that troublesome 

Bill of Rights. It’s hard to say that the NSA should stop 
poking into our electronic communications, if the al-
ternative is a terrorist attack that could have been pre-
vented. Who’s to tell the loved ones of a drunk-driving 
victim that we could have done more, if only the Con-
stitution were more flexible? As long as we trust our 
government, who needs a nicety like “probable cause”? 

As Scalia noted in his dissent on the DNA case, 
“Today’s judgment will, to be sure, have the ben-
eficial effect of solving more crimes; then again, so 
would the taking of DNA samples from anyone who 
flies on an airplane (surely the Transportation Securi-
ty Administration needs to know the ‘identity’ of the 
flying public), applies for a driver’s license, or attends 
a public school.

“Perhaps the construction of such a genetic pan-
opticon is wise,” he went on. “But I doubt that the 
proud men who wrote the charter of our liberties 
would have been so eager to open their mouths for 
royal inspection.”

The burden of proof for any invasion of our lib-
erties, as the 9/11 commissioners concluded, should 
always rest on the government that claims it’s for 
our own good. Perhaps the Maryland statute, along 
with Katie’s Law here in New Mexico, satisfies that 
burden. But we should think long and hard about ex-
panding the reach of DNA collection, or assembling 
ever-greater databases of genetic material belonging 
to the innocent, no matter how noble the dividends. 
Technology might one day enable Big Brother to 
catch every rapist, corral every terrorist who might 
even think of doing our nation harm, and keep any-
one who’s even had one beer off the highways. We 
would be safe, but that is not a society many of us 
would want to live in.

The danger, of course, is that, with all the best 
intentions, we might someday wake up and realize 
we’ve allowed just such a world to be built, one slip-
pery step at a time. And then it would be too late to 
tell Big Brother, “Maybe this has gone too far.” k

David A. Fryxell is editor of Desert 
Exposure.

Editor’s Notebook  • David A . Fryxell

Safety vs. Liberty
A trade-off that’s too easy to make without thinking it through.
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Silver City, NM 88062
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editor@desertexposure.com
letters@desertexposure.com

ads@desertexposure.com
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Free Consultation • Insured • Bonded 

Frumpy Fox LLC

575-313-0690
www.frumpyfox.com • Silver City, NM    

In the House or In the Barn…

Frumpy Fox LLC

Petsitting 

1601 E. Lohman
Las Cruces, NM 88001

575-523-2000
Fax 575-523-2016

www.bernina-lascruces.com
berninalascruces@yahoo.com

Visit our store at 1601 E. Lohman

Begins Aug. 1st
While Supplies Last!

   Semi-Annual

  Floor Model Sale!

Up to 45% OFF MSRP!
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the bikeworks
a community bicycle workshop

The BikeWorks Shop • 815 E. 10th St. • 388-1444
 Th: 3pm-7pm • Sa: 10am-2pm-RIDE, 2pm-5pm  • Su: 

            Join us Every Friday 6-8pm for our 
Component-Specific workshop series focusing on a different 

part of the bike each week. Sliding-scale donation requested.
Then at 8:30pm, don't miss the Bike-In Movie Night. 

Outdoor Movies at The Bike Works Branch, 820 Bullard. 
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Letters

Our Readers Write
Loving Lightcap

The article Henry Lightcap wrote in the June is-
sue, “Love is Love,” expresses a great down-to-
earth attitude about acceptance. His comment 

is exactly right about our world dealing with so many 
complex problems, and we obsess about not allow-
ing certain people to get married. If more of us felt 
the way Mr. Lightcap does there would be a lot less 
hatred around. Live and let live, for Pete’s sake (or 
for anybody’s sake, for that matter!). Thank you for 
publishing the article!

Linda McArthur
Silver City

Thanks to Henry Lightcap for coming out as a 
supporter of marriage equality and for doing it 
with his usual honesty, intelligence and good 

humor. We at PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends 
of Lesbians and Gays) Silver City appreciate his story 
of personal growth and understanding. Writers like 
Mr. Lightcap help move us toward affirmation and 
celebration of our gay, lesbian, bisexual and trans-
gender family, friends and neighbors. PFLAG will 
again be marching in the 4th of July parade in Silver 
City, and we’d love to have Mr. Lightcap join us. And 
he’s welcome to attend our regular monthly meet-
ings, listed right here in good ol’ Desert Exposure. 
There’s also a PFLAG in Las Cruces and El Paso!

Damie Nelson, president
PFLAG Silver City

We have just finished reading the June is-
sue of Desert Exposure. As usual, it was 
interesting reading. We especially agree 

with Henry Lightcap’s article and his saying that poli-
ticians and others are spending too much time on 
(fighting) gay marriage rather than concentrating on 
the important issues that our nation is facing.

Ronald and Violet Cauthon
Las Cruces

Taxing Situation

Rather than criticizing Dr. Shepard’s idea to use 
community money to build the swimming pools 
at the university (“Regressive ‘Progress,’” Editor’s 

Notebook, June), I think we should be thanking him.
Western will not be affected negatively at all by 

the lack of a pool, but the community will. The ex-
ercise swimmers, Grant County Sharks swim team, 
mature ladies who do water aerobics and those who 
swim as therapy for arthritis and/or other disabilities 
will be out of luck except for 10 weeks a year the 
municipal pool is open.

Building pools at the university with local tax dollar 
support was not Dr. Shepard’s first option. He was will-
ing to use university money to repair the pool, but was 
overruled by the state, which is only approving capital 
outlays at colleges that are in direct support of aca-
demics. Since WNMU has no swim team and doesn’t 
require physical education courses, the project didn’t 
qualify. Then he tried, and failed, to get an appropria-
tion from the legislature. Shepard also was willing to 
lease the university recreation facilities (pool, racquet-
ball courts, gym, etc.) to the town, which would have 
allowed the town to use their money to fix the pool. 
That idea evidently didn’t appeal to the town, no doubt 
because of the operating expense involved.

I also understand that Dr. Shepard was amenable 
to the idea of upgrading the municipal pool for year-
round use, which could then be used by the univer-
sity swim team, along with the community. This plan 
would have also been funded with taxpayer dollars, 
but the town would own the facility. That plan didn’t 
fly, I expect because the town would have been on 
the hook for a majority of the operating expense.

So, Dr. Shepard offered to pay for operation of a 
community pool if the community would pay for the 
pool, plus the repair of the existing pool. Western, in 
return for shouldering this cost, would benefit because 
they could bring back baseball by adding woman’s 
swim and soccer teams. This is a win-win situation for 
the college and the community, with the community 
getting the better of the deal. Over the long haul, oper-
ating costs will far outweigh construction cost.

I’m not sure where quality of life leaves off and eco-

nomic development begins, but I do know that not hav-
ing a year-round swimming pool will have a negative 
effect on attracting retirees to our area, and probably 
also on retaining some of them who are already here.

Silver City badly needs a year-round pool and I, for 
one, congratulate Dr. Shepard on his willingness to 
participate, and his creativity on seeing how the pool 
complex could also be used to benefit the university.

 The university has made their pool available to 
the public, at a low fee, for several decades, relieving 
the town from having to pay for a year round pool. 
Maybe it’s time for the community to pitch in.

Tim Matthes
Silver City

Editor’s note: You make a thoughtful argument for 
such an investment—one that it’s too bad the com-
munity leaders pushing this scheme didn’t make. 
Instead, the pool project is being sold as part of 
“economic development.” If officials think we need 
such a facility, they ought to be honest enough to 
propose it on its genuine merits.

No doubt you make some valid points in your 
editorial; however, there are numerous points 
I would take exception to. While I have no ex-

pertise on tax matters, it is disingenuous to describe 
it as a “tax the poor” or “poached from minimum 
wage workers” tax. This is a tax that impacts every-
one, rich or poor, employed, unemployed or retired.

While we might wish we could attract “manufac-
turers, other job creators, or even another call cen-
ter,” you sometimes have to play the hand you are 
dealt. As wonderful a community as Silver City is, 
we have little to offer manufacturers, and the univer-
sity is a very important asset to our community. If 
Joe Shepard is successful in increasing the student 
population from 3,800 to 5,000, our entire community 
benefits. These students spend money, on groceries, 
restaurants, clothing, entertainment, that benefits a 
wide swatch of businesses.

Don’t kid yourself, amenities, such as a variety of 
sports teams and swimming pools, are an attraction, 
as well as new dorms. Students make choices, and as 
much as we might like to think academics would be 
the drawing card, it takes more.

I have no knowledge of “Deming’s experience in 
the multiplex business,” but just stop and think. Yes, 
the jobs are not high paying, but they are jobs; the 
construction of the building, even if not by a local 
builder, provides a stream of spending while under 
construction. And it enhances the quality of life for 
all citizens. Dare we arrogantly assume that poor 
people do not attend the cinema?

Would you like to retract your comment about go-
ing to the movies in Deming or Las Cruces? People 
go to the movies, they spend money, food, restau-
rants for a start. You really want to tell them to go eat 
in Deming or Las Cruces?

Want to get your calculator out? It’s a 120-mile 
round trip to Deming, 200-plus to Las Cruces. How 
much will that cost in gasoline? If one gets 20 mph, 
that’s somewhere between 6 and 10 miles per gallon. 
And dare we even suggest that people might fill up in 
Deming or Las Cruces since their price per gallon is 
generally lower, and sometimes much lower. Okay, 
6 to 10 gallons, times $3.49 a gallon, that’s $20.94 to 
$34.90 per trip. Be conservative, only two trips per 
year, hmmm, $41.88 to $69.80 per year. Now what 
would a 1/4% tax increase cost the average family? 
I have no way of computing that, but let’s just say, 
that based on $5,000 per year a 1/4 % increase would 
mean $12.50. Hmm, that’s a bargain compared to the 
cost of gasoline.

So what is Regressive “Progress”?
Josh Kalish
Silver City

Editor’s note: Expanding WNMU’s enrollment would 
certainly be a boon; we’d argue, however, that a 
focus on academic programs would be a stronger 
foundation than sports. Indeed, President Shepard 
stated that only one student has mentioned the pool 
to him, so funding this as a driver of enrollment would 
seem ineffective. Moreover, since dropping baseball 

in 1993, WNMU enrollment has increased from 
2,500 to 3,800. That’s due in part to increases at 
other campuses and online enrollments, but certainly 
does not suggest that bringing back the sport would 
boost enrollment. 

As for building a multiplex, Deming’s experience 
is cautionary: Its complex has gone through two dif-
ferent operators and is now run by the county, which 
hopes to turn things around by cutting “frivolous 
spending.” A Grant County movie multiplex would 
also compete with the Silco downtown, which is 
now seeking $400,000-$500,000 to convert to a 
single-screen movie house. 

I just finished reading “Regressive ‘Progress.’” I 
couldn’t wait to get my laptop fired up to thank 
David for a great, important and necessary article. 

Besides being easy to read (well written), it was thor-
oughly researched and accurate.

Some of us are getting nauseated at the free-
spending attitude of those in politics who seem to 
have no sense of responsibility to the taxpayer. As 
much as I’ve tried to understand positively, I can’t 
see how those who have advanced to positions of 
political hierarchy can change from one of us (the 
taxpayer and finding our lifestyles diminishing fast 
because of the cost of living accelerating upward) 
to irresponsible spendthrifts. How many families do 
we know that have gone down the economic tube 
because they couldn’t convince their kids that with 
credit cards comes responsibility?

I’m sure my friends at the local Tea Party Patriots 
have given this article a hearty “AMEN” and will be 
discussing the article in depth.

Thanks for exposing the inappropriateness of this 
issue.

Vic Topmiller Jr.
Silver City

If WNMU put the money they waste on their dis-
mal football program into the pool and baseball 
field they won’t need to look anywhere else for 

this money.
G. Craig Freas
Silver City k

Let us hear from you! Write Desert Exposure 
Letters, PO Box 191, Silver City, NM 88062, or 
email letters@desertexposure.com. Letters are 

subject to editing for style and length (maximum 
500 words, please), and must be in response to 

content that has appeared in our pages. Deadline 
for the next issue is the 18th of the month.
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Desert Diary

Funny Things Come in Threes
Plus senior personals, girls gone wild and more reader tales.

When Irish eyes are smiling… Our theme 
this month seems to be “good things come 
in threes,” as we have several trios of jokes. 

This Irish triple play came courtesy of GeraldH, who 
we’re certain would be the first to caution readers that 
the Irish drink no more than any other ethnic group:

“McQuillan walked into a bar and ordered martini 
after martini, each time removing the olives and placing 
them in a jar. When the jar was filled with olives and 
all the drinks consumed, the Irishman started to leave.

“’Scuse me,’ said a customer, who was puzzled over 
what McQuillan had done, ‘what was that all about?’

“‘Nothin’,’ said the Irishman. ‘Me wife just sent me 
out for a jar of olives!’”

“Two Irishmen were sitting in a pub having beer and 
watching the brothel across the street. They saw a Bap-
tist minister walk into the brothel, and one of them said, 

‘Aye, ’tis a shame to see a man of the cloth goin’ bad.’
“Then they saw a rabbi enter the brothel, and the 

other Irishman said, ‘Aye, ’tis a shame to see that the 
Jews are falling victim to temptation.’

“Then they saw a Catholic priest enter the brothel, 
and one of the Irishmen said, ‘What a terrible pity. 
One of the girls must be quite ill.’”

“Murphy was staggering home with a pint of 
booze in his back pocket when he slipped and fell 
heavily. Struggling to his feet, he felt something wet 
running down  his leg. ‘Please Lord,’ he implored, 
‘let it be blood!’”

Annals of marketing… We try to be careful 
about ethnic jokes, for obvious reasons, and 
yet somehow several this month have proven 

irresistible. This one, from Ned Ludd, for example:
“A fleeing Taliban terrorist, desperate for water, 

was plodding through the Afghan desert when he 
saw something far off in the distance. Hoping to find 
water, he hurried toward the mirage, only to find a 
very frail little old Jewish man standing at a small 
makeshift display rack—selling ties.

“The Taliban terrorist asked, ‘Do you have water?’
“The Jewish man replied, ‘I have no water. Would 

you like to buy a tie? They are only $5.’
“The Taliban shouted hysterically, ‘Idiot infidel! I 

do not need such an over-priced western adornment. 
I spit on your ties. I need water!’

“‘Sorry, I have none—just ties, pure silk and only $5.’
“‘Pahh! A curse on your ties! I should wrap one 

around your scrawny little neck and choke the life out 
of you, but I must conserve my energy and find water!’

“‘Okay,’ said the little old Jewish man. ‘It does not 
matter that you do not want to buy a tie from me or 
that you hate me, threaten my life and call me infidel. 
I will show you that I am bigger than any of that. If 
you continue over that hill to the east for about two 
miles, you will find a restaurant. It has the finest food 
and all the ice-cold water you need. Go in peace.’

“Cursing him again, the desperate Taliban stag-
gered away over the hill.

“Several hours later he crawled back, almost dead, 
and gasped, ‘They won’t let me in without a tie!’”

You’re only as old as you feel… These “senior 
personal ads” were passed along by CharlesC:

“FOXY LADY: Sexy, fashion-conscious blue-
haired beauty, 80s, slim, 5’4” (used to be 5’6”),search-
ing for sharp-looking, sharp-dressing companion. 
Matching white shoes and belt a plus.

“LONG-TERM COMMITMENT: Recent widow 
who has just buried fourth husband, looking for 
someone to round out a six-unit plot. Dizziness, faint-
ing, shortness of breath not a problem.

“SERENITY NOW: I am into solitude, long walks, 
sunrises, the ocean, yoga and meditation. If you are 
the silent type, let’s get together, take our hearing 
aids out and enjoy quiet times.

“WINNING SMILE: Active grandmother with orig-
inal teeth seeking a dedicated flosser to share rare 
steaks, corn on the cob and caramel candy.

“BEATLES OR STONES? I still like to rock, still 
like to cruise in my Camaro on Saturday nights and 
still like to play the guitar. If you were a groovy chick, 
or are now a groovy hen, let’s get together and listen 
to my eight-track tapes.

“MEMORIES: I can usually remember Monday 
through Thursday. If you can remember Friday, Sat-
urday and Sunday, let’s put our two heads together.

“MINT CONDITION: Male, 1932 model, high mile-

age, good condition, some hair, many new parts in-
cluding hip, knee, cornea, valves. Not in running con-
dition, but walks well.”

While we’re enjoying the golden years, there’s also 
this from The Santa Claran:

“Yesterday my daughter again asked why I didn’t 
do something useful with my time. Talking about my 
‘doing something useful’ seemed to be her favorite 
topic of conversation. She was ‘only thinking of me’ 
and suggested I go down to the senior center and 
hang out with the guys. I did this and when I got 
home last night I decided to teach her a lesson about 
staying out of my business. I told her that I had joined 
a parachute club.

“She said, ‘Are you nuts? You’re almost 74 years 
old and you’re going to start jumping out of air-
planes?’

“I proudly showed her that I even got a member-
ship card.

“She said to me, ‘Good grief, where are your glass-
es? This is a membership to a Prostitute Club, not a 
Parachute Club.’

“‘I’m in trouble again, and I don’t know what to 
do,’ I said. ‘I signed up for five jumps a week.’

“She fainted.
“Life as a senior citizen is not getting any easier 

but sometimes it can be fun.”

Some of my best friends are rednecks… 
We haven’t insulted rednecks in awhile, and 
don’t think technically they count as an “ethnic 

group,” so here is this “Redneck Engineering Exam,” 
also sent our way by Ned Ludd:

“1. Calculate the smallest limb diameter on a per-
simmon tree that will support a 10-pound possum.

“2. Which of the following cars will rust out the 
quickest when placed on blocks in your front yard? 
’66 Ford Fairlane, ’69 Chevrolet Chevelle, ’64 Pontiac 
GTO.

“3. If your uncle builds a still that operates at a 
capacity of 20 gallons of moonshine per hour, how 
many car radiators are necessary to condense the 
product?

“4. A woodcutter has a chain saw that operates at 
2,700 rpm. The density of the pine trees in a plot to be 
harvested is 470 per acre. The plot is 2.3 acres in size. 
The average tree diameter is 14 inches. How many 
Budweisers will it take to cut the trees?

“5. If every old refrigerator in the state vented a 
charge of R-12 simultaneously, what would be the de-
crease in the ozone layer?

“6. A front porch is constructed of 2x8 pine on 24-
inch centers with a field rock foundation. The span 
is 8 feet and the porch length is 16 feet. The porch 
floor is one-inch rough sawn pine. When the porch 
collapses, how many hound dogs will be killed?

“7. A man owns a Tennessee house and 3.7 acres 
of land in a hollow with an average slope of 15%. The 
man has five children. Can each of the children place 
a mobile home on the man’s land?

“8. A two-ton truck is overloaded and proceeding 
900 yards down a steep grade on a secondary road 
at 45 mph. The brakes fail. Given the average traffic 
on secondary roads, what are the chances that it will 
strike a vehicle that has a muffler?

Postcards from the edge… Keep those photos coming, folks. Dipping 
again into the pile of photos submitted by readers on the road, near 
and far, showing themselves holding a copy of Desert Exposure, here 
is Anita Deming, who writes, “I took Desert Exposure with me when I 
went to my granddaughter’s wedding in Worthington, Ohio, outside 
Columbus. This is under the wedding arch. The wedding was magical 
in this green, green backyard.”

Watch for bikes when 
trying to pass on 

two-lane roads

motorists

Sponsored by: 
Grant County Bicycle Advocacy Group and 

The Community Enhancement Fund 
Freeport McMoRan Copper & Gold Foundation
 and Grant County Community Health Council.

When attempting to pass vehicles 
on a narrow two-lane road, watch out for 
bikes coming in the opposite direction!

Yield to cyclists as you would to oncoming vehicles and do not 
pass if it’s unsafe. Always expect that bicyclists may be on the 

roadway, even in rural areas.

DO NOT 
PASS!
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“9. A coalmine operates a NFPA Class 1, Division 
2 Hazardous Area. The mine employs 120 miners per 
shift. A gas warning is issued at the beginning of the 
third shift. How many cartons of unfiltered Camels 
will be smoked during the shift?

“10. At a reduction in gene pool variability rate 
of 7.5% per generation, how long will it take a town 
that has been bypassed by the Interstate to breed a 
country-western singer?”

Losing the battle of the sexes… Our next tri-
ple threat was submitted by Pop Hayes from 
the frontlines of the gender wars:

“One year, I decided to buy my mother-in-law a 
cemetery plot as a Christmas gift. The next year, I 
didn’t buy her a gift. When she asked me why, I re-
plied, ‘Well, you still haven’t used the gift I bought 
you last year!’”

“When our lawn mower broke and wouldn’t run, 
my wife kept hinting to me that I should get it fixed. 
But somehow I always had something else to take 
care of first—the shed, the boat, making beer, al-
ways something more important to me. Finally she 
thought of a clever way to make her point.

“When I arrived home one day, I found her seated 
in the tall grass, busily snipping away with a tiny pair 
of sewing scissors. I watched silently for a short time 
and then went into the house.

“I was gone only a minute, and when I came out 
again I handed her a toothbrush. I said, ‘When you 
finish cutting the grass, you might as well sweep the 
driveway.’

“The doctors say I will walk 
again, but I will always have a 
limp.”

“My wife sat down next to me 
as I was flipping channels. She 
asked, ‘What’s on TV?’

“I said, ‘Dust.’
“And then the fight started....”

Danger, Will Robinson!… 
These three tales of tech-
no-idiocy were shared by 

The Packrat Out Back:
“A woman at work was seen putting a credit card 

into her floppy drive and pulling it out very quickly. 
When I inquired as to what she was doing, she said 
she was shopping on the Internet and they kept ask-
ing for a credit card number, so she was using the 
ATM ‘thingy.’”

“Years ago, we had an intern who was none too 
swift. One day she was typing and turned to a secre-
tary and said, ‘I’m almost out of typing paper. What 
do I do?’

“’Just use paper from the photocopier,’ the secre-
tary told her.

“With that, the intern took her last remaining 
blank piece of paper, put it on the photocopier and 
proceeded to make five ‘blank’ copies.”

“I was checking out at the local Wal-Mart with 
just a few items and the lady behind me put her 
things on the belt close to mine. I picked up one of 
those ‘dividers’ that they keep by the cash register 
and placed it between our things so they wouldn’t 
get mixed. After the girl had scanned all of my items, 
she picked up the ‘divider,’ looking it all over for the 
bar code so she could scan it.

“Not finding the bar code, she said to me, ‘Do you 
know how much this is?’

“I said to her, ‘I’ve changed my mind; I don’t think 
I’ll buy that today.’

“She said, ‘OK,’ and I paid her for the things and 
left. She had no clue to what had just happened.”

On a similar note, as you’ll see, here’s one more 
from Old Grumps:

“On a cold winter’s morning wife texts husband: 
‘Windows frozen, won’t open.’

“Husband texts back: ‘Gently pour some luke-
warm water over it.’

“Wife texts back five minutes later: ‘Computer re-
ally screwed up now.’”

Girls gone wild… Finally, we end on this racy 
note from, of all people, Farmor the Swed-
ish Grandma:

“Two women friends had gone for a girls’ night 
out. Both were very faithful and loving wives; how-
ever, they had gotten overly enthusiastic on the Ba-
cardi Breezers. Incredibly drunk and walking home, 
they needed to pee, so they stopped in the cemetery.

“One of them had nothing to wipe with, so she 
thought she would take off her panties and use that. 
Her friend, however, was wearing a rather expensive 
pair of panties and did not want to ruin them. She 
was lucky enough to squat down next to a grave that 
had a wreath with a ribbon on it, so she proceeded 
to wipe with that. After the girls did their business, 
they wobbled home.

“The next day, the husband of one of the women 
was concerned that his normally sweet and innocent 
wife was still in bed hung over, so he phoned the 
other husband and said: ‘These girl nights have got 
to stop! I’m starting to suspect the worst. My wife 
came home with no panties!’

“‘That’s nothing,’ said the other husband. ‘Mine 
came back with a card stuck to her butt that said, 
“From all of the guys at the Fire Station. We’ll never 
forget you.”’” k

Send your favorite anecdotes, jokes, puns and 
tall tales to Desert Diary, PO Box 191, Silver 

City, NM 88062, or email diary@desertexposure.
com. The best submission 
each month gets a Desert 

Exposure mouse pad, scien-
tifically proven to take the 

strain out of emailing jokes 
to Desert Diary.

G

Postcards from the edge… Our next reader photo, 
also with a granddaughter connection, comes from 
Donna Sebastian and is a perfect cure for July’s hot 
weather, She writes, “I went to the Harbin Ice Festi-
val in China in January. My granddaughter teaches 
English in Siping, which is close to Harbin. Harbin 
is the northernmost city in China and just below 
Siberia. In 1931 the Japanese invaded Manchuria 
and conducted medical experiments on the Chinese 
in a camp near Harbin, similar to what was done in 
Germany. The temperatures in the winter are below 
zero and the night we went to the Ice Festival the 
temp was minus-30 Fahrenheit. I wore longjohns, 
two wool sweaters and a down parka. Taking pho-
tos was a challenge.”

Whether you’re going to a wedding, an ice 
festival or just on vacation, snap a picture of yourself 
holding “the biggest little paper in the Southwest” 
and send it to PO Box 191, Silver City, NM 88062, 
or diary@desertexposure.com.

Open Monday-Friday 9-5, 
Closed Saturday & Sunday 

575-538-5324

at our new location
113 W. Broadway 

Western
Stationers

Your local, fully 
stocked o�ce 
supply store

Featuring the most 
advanced, powerful 
TRUCK-POWERED 

extraction system!

Commercial & In-Home Total Clean-Up, 
Post-Construction Clean-up, Windows, Walls, 

Stripping, Waxing, Tile Floors & Grout Cleaning

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING,
 Pressure wash, Prep & Seal for Homes & 
Businesses, Log Home & Deck Staining

25+ years experience. Reasonable rates and 
quality work. Free estimate/Fair prices.

NM Handyman #03-043886-00-1
Serving: Silver City area, Grant County, Reserve, Socorro, Alma, Glenwood, 

Buckhorn, Springerville, Eager,  & Show Low, AZ Buckhorn, Springerville, Eager,  & Show Low, AZ 

George “Fred” & Ana Stephens
Home: (575) 533-6460 Cell: (575) 201-8620

Featuring the most 
advanced, powerful 

Fred’s Carpet
&

Upholstery Cleaning

GILA HIKE & BIKE
Adventure Down!

575-388-3222 

Want independence
from high gas prices? 

Ride a 
Bike or Take

a Hike!

We carry 
everything 
you need to 
fuel your independent nature. 

Corner of College & Bullard  
Open 7 days a week    

And Keep
America
Strong!

11745 HWY 180 E
3 miles east of Silver City

575-388-4101
1-888-388-4101

The place to go in Silver City for your cat’s and dog’s
 boarding, grooming, dietary and training needs.

www.misamigospetcare.com

 pick up some training tips by visiting our Facebook page— 
Mis Amigos Pet Care or by dropping by Mis Amigos 

“We’re having a 
howling good time 
at Mis Amigos!”

—Rodney, happy 
Mis Amigos’ daycare client

Our quarterly newsletter is available on our 
website and around town, pick up a copy 

today. The summer edition has tips for thunderstorm and firework 
troubles as well as other news. It is thunderstorm season— Mis 
Amigos carries Thundershirts for cats and dogs.
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Tumbleweeds

Giving Until It Helps
Report shows effectiveness of giving in New Mexico.

The New Mexico Association 
of Grantmakers (NMAG) 
recently released a report 

highlighting the effectiveness and 
impact of organized philanthropy 
throughout the state. The report 
serves as an opportunity to in-
crease the understanding of the 
role of philanthropy in society, ac-
cording to the authors. 

“Philanthropy in New Mexico 2012,” authored 
by Sabrina V. Pratt, included primary data research 
by Arika E. Sánchez for data years 2009-2010. The 
report was compiled for 323 grantmakers, grants 
made and charitable giving by individuals (gov-
ernment sources were not included). The report 
showed total giving by New Mexico funders for 
2009 was $59,004,182.

New Mexico total assets held by foundations were 
$1.3 billion in 2010, and total giving in New Mexico 
through grants for 2009 was $132.8 million. Giving by 
New Mexico grantmakers in the state increased by 
11.28% between 2006 and 2009, and the average grant 
size of out-of-state funders in 2009 was three times 
larger than New Mexico-based funders.

In 2009, $655.7 million was given to charitable 
causes by New Mexico taxpayers who itemize de-
ductions. That year, 26% of taxpayers who itemized 
returns made charitable contributions, compared to 
27% in 2005.

The NMAG was founded in 1991 and is dedicated 
to increasing the effectiveness and impact of orga-

nized philanthropy throughout the state. NMAG is a 
regional membership association that provides pro-
grams, research and educational resources and net-
working opportunities for grantmakers throughout 
New Mexico.

Here in southern New Mexico, the Community 
Foundation of Southern New Mexico (CF-
SNM) serves as an independent charity that 

stewards philanthropic resources from institutional 
and individual donors to community-based organiza-
tions. It serves southern New Mexico including Doña 
Ana, Grant, Hidalgo, Lincoln, Luna, Otero and Sierra 
Counties. Founded in 2000, the foundation offers op-
portunities for local people who want to give back 
locally.

The CFSNM manages 35 nonprofit endowments 
and 40 private endowments, and has become a cata-
lyst for significant community change by enabling 
people to create and help finance charitable funds 
that address a wide range of interests. In 2011, the 
CFSNM acquired and managed permanent assets of 
$10,409,000 and total invested assets of $5,059,206 

Images on the Community Foundation of Southern New Mexico’s web-
site illustrate the range of its programs.

Rep. Steve Pearce RF/1B Steve Pearce

Born August 24, 1947, in Lamesa, Texas April 13, 1983, in Lakeland, Fla.
Bats/Throws Far right Right
Salary $174,000 $700,000
Team Republican Party Baltimore Orioles
Former Teams US Air Force, Lea Fishing Tools Pittsburgh Pirates, Minnesota Twins, New 

York Yankees, Houston Astros
Position US House of Representatives Right field, 1st base, pinch hitter
Stats (2012) American Conservative Union 88%, US 

Chamber of Commerce 88% (2011), AFL-
CIO 0% (2011), League of Conservation 
Voters 6% (2011)

.239, 4 HR

Education New Mexico State University, Eastern 
New Mexico University (MBA)

University of South Carolina

First elected/
signed

November 1996 June 2005

Eligible for re-
election/free 
agency

2014 2016

Steve Pearce vs. Steve Pearce
Whenever we Google Rep. Steve Pearce, the congressman for New Mexico’s Second District, such 

as for our monthly Tumbleweeds Top 10, we have to work around spurious references to the 
other Steve Pearce—a player for baseball’s Baltimore Orioles. We thought it might help us and 

our readers to develop this handy guide to keeping the two Steve Pearces apart:

• Southwestern Jewelry 
• Rock Hounding gear

and books
• Mineral 

Specimens
• Beading 

supplies

575.538.9001 • royalsceptergems@yahoo.com
1805 Little Walnut Rd. • Silver City, NM 88061

Unique 
Gifts

Free 
Mineral 
Museum

DONATIONS NEEDED 
for Aug. 17 Auction

Silver City Museum Society needs your
good unwanted items. Deliver to the 

annex on Broadway and Arizona 
July 12, 19, 26—3 PM to 6 PM,

July 13—12 to 3 PM
 Please no �rearms, clothing, or old electronics.

B&B House-Sitting Services
Gentle Care for your home, pets, plants & horses

Judy Brown-Lawson
j.brown.lawson@gmail.com

575-313-3784

4200 N. Arrowhead Road • Silver City, NM 88061

®RealLiving
Hacienda

Realty

Dana S. Carlsen
Associate Broker
Office: (575) 388-1921
Cell: (575) 313-3032
Toll Free: 800-368-5632

Real Living Hacienda Realty
1628 Silver Heights Blvd., Silver City 88061

www.haciendarealtysc.com
dana@aznex.net

Wayne’s 
Carpet & Upholstery 

Cleaning
575-537-2674
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215 W. Broadway|388-2079
www.silverspiritgallery.com

M-Sa  10-6

104 W. Broadway • 313-2595
open 7 days  week

Alotta 
Gelato

619 N. Bullard619 N. Bullard

Sun-Th 12-9, 
Fri-Sat 12-10

534-4995

601 N. Bullard • 534-4103
Mon-Fri  8-4 • Sat 8-3

Gila Hike and Bike
Bullard 

& College

388-3222
Open Daily

Wed-Mon 
11am-7pm

Closed Tues 
388-0106

at The HUB
6th & Bullard 

Breakfast 
M-Sa 7-10:30a • Su 8a-2p

Lunch—M-Sa 11a-3p

315 
N. Texas

313-5890

D AT U R A
T H E R A P E U T I C  D AY  S P A

108 E. Broadway • 534-0033

Facials • Body Treatments • Spa Manicures & Pedicures
Reflexology • Aromatherapy • Body Sugaring • Waxing 

Open Monday-Saturday

106 N. Bullard • 388-5472
info@syzygytile.com
www.syzygytile.com

116 N. Bullard|534-4269
M-Sat  9-5

614 N. Bullard | 388-3350
Daily 11-5

Yada Yada Yarn

106 W. Broadway • 388-1811
info@silvercitypalacehotel.com

5000 sq ft of new, used, 
& vintagebargains

601 N. Bullard

388-2897
Mon-Sat 10-5

Sun 11-4

The Market Place

Full Service Salon
117 E. College • 388-1636
“Look Good, Feel Better” Program

SNEEZE WEEDS
STUDIO

538-2284
sneezweeds@gmail.com

Sewing Machine
Repair & Long 
Arm Quilting

CONNER
fine jewelers

Southwest New Mexico’s Leading Jeweler

401 N. Bullard St.
538-2012 • 388-2025

413 N.
 Arizona

575-534-1600

Creations & Adornments

Blackwell’s 
Antiques & Gifts
218 N. Bullard | 388-1737

M-Sat 10-5  Sun 12-4

WESTERN STATIONERS
YOUR LOCAL, FULLY STOCKED

 OFFICE SUPPLY STORE

113 W. Broadway
538-5324

M-F 9-5, Sat 10-4

Bike art and Note cards

300 S. Bullard• 535-2664
NOW OPEN

©DE

315 N. Bullard
388-5725

M-Sa  10-6

LEYBA & INGALLS

ARTS
Lloyd Studios
Antler Art & Sculpture

306 W. Broadway
303-378-0926
Wed-Sat 11-7 • Sun 12-5

A Little Bit of Everything!

The Old Post Office

Do it Right  the First Time!

538-2878
Fax 538-0986

remasonry@gmail.com

Providing all types of masonry construction 
services including concrete pumping

A Little Bit of Everything!

The Old Post Office
Variety Store

412 W. Broadway • 538-0400
10:30 am - 5:30 pm M, W-Sat

12 pm- 4 pm Sun • Closed Tues

through 178 endowments, of which 35 are local non-
profits.

The CFSNM awarded $102,325 of endowment 
earnings to local charities, $34,800 through designat-
ed and unrestricted endowment funds to local chari-
ties and over 32 scholarships totaling $32,474. The 
CFSNM also granted $115,768 in grant funds to local 
nonprofits, held the 19th Annual Estate Planning In-
stitute, and funded 35 mammograms for underserved 
women.

Recent CFSNM grants in our area have included 
$2,000 to the Mimbres Region Arts Council in Silver 
City from the Devasthali Family Foundation Fund.  
The funds will be used for expansion of MRAC’s 
Youth Mural Program to include two new multi-me-
dia mural projects in Grant County. And in January, 
SPIRIT of Hidalgo, a nonprofit agency in Lordsburg, 
received a $6,356 grant for projects to prevent child-
hood obesity.

In addition to managing funds and endowments, 
the CFSNM has several initiatives including the 
Unified Prevention! (UP!) Coalition for a Drug Free 
Doña Ana County and the Young Philanthropists. It is 
host to the Gen M Summer Science Institute and the 
J. Paul Taylor Symposium.

“As an independent charity that stewards philan-
thropic resources, we are dedicated to making a dif-
ference in southern New Mexico,” says Luan Wagner 
Burn, executive director of the CFSNM. “Through the 
Community Foundation of Southern New Mexico, 
donors can create endowments, fund endowments 
and connect with causes that matter.” 

Donating to an endowment pays dividends 
both in the present and later for future gen-
erations, Burn adds. An endowment is set 

up with $5,000 minimum and five years to meet that 
minimum, either anonymously or with recognition. 
Once the $5,000 base is established, the endow-
ment starts gaining interest. The more funds that are 
added, the larger the endowment becomes, and the 
more it meets current needs. 

Nearly every type of asset, including cash, real 
estate, stock and artwork, can be contributed to a 
community foundation. Gifts come from living do-
nors and bequests through various types of funds 
and giving vehicles. 

“The beauty of the foundation is that you need not 
be wealthy to make a positive difference in the lives 
of people throughout our area,” says Burn. “Through 
the establishment of permanent funds, you can sus-
tain local charitable organizations, provide schol-
arships to area students and fulfill wishes that are 
close to your heart. Through our planned giving pro-
grams, you can honor loved ones or leave a legacy 
that benefits the people of southern New Mexico for 
generations to come.” k

The Community Foundation of Southern New 
Mexico can advise you on how best to maximize 

contributions, no matter what size. For more 
information, see the website at www.cfsnm.org 
or call Luan Wagner Burn at (575) 521-4794.

TUMBLEWEEDS continued on next page

The Tumbleweeds Top 10
Who and what’s been making news from New Mexico this past 
month, as measured by mentions in Google News (news.google.
com). Trends noted are vs. last month’s total hits; * indicates new to 
the list. Number in parenthesis indicates last month’s Top 10 rank. 
Let’s hope this is the peak for wildfires on our list. Look for immigra-
tion to stay in the headlines, though, and we’re watching for “bor-
der fence” to return to the Top 10. Plus: With Justin Bieber (below)
signing up to go to near-space with Virgin Galactic, is it time to start 
a Biebermania watch in Upham, NM, home to the Spaceport?
1. (4) New Mexico + immigration—343 hits (▲)
2. (2) New Mexico budget—262 hits (▼)
3. (3) Gov. Susana Martinez—261 hits (▲)
4. (10) Virgin Galactic—240 hits (▲)
5. (7) New Mexico drought—218 hits (▲)
6. (8) Sen. Tom Udall—190 hits (▲)
7. (9) New Mexico wildfires—154 hits (▲)
8. (6) New Mexico wolves—145 hits (▼)
9. (-) Ex-Gov. Gary Johnson + Libertarian—143 hits (▲)
10. (5) Ex-Gov. Bill Richardson—142 hits (▼)
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Last month, inspired by the 
reader response to our long-
running “Postcards from the 

Edge” in Desert Diary, we kicked 
off another reader-photo feature. 
Here in Tumbleweeds, we invited 
readers to submit their best pic-
tures of wildlife snapped in south-
west New Mexico.

We expected that over the 
next few months we might get 
one or two print-worthy photos 
to share. Little did we know that 
we’d unleashed a horde of cam-
era-wielding readers! We’ve been 
happily deluged with photos, and 
amazed at their quality and abil-
ity to capture candid moments in 
the lives of the critters around us. 
Here we sample a few of the first 
submissions, with more to come 
next month. And by all means, 
readers, keep them coming!

Tumbleweeds

Life in a State of Nature
Readers respond with a pack of widlife photos.

More watery attraction is seen in this photo of a 
hawk by Joel Chinkes of Hidden River Ranch near 
Columbus. He writes, “Here at HRR we leave water 
drippers going 24/7 into flat dishes outside our 
bedroom and living room windows. With this lovely 
drought we’re having, it’s often the only water for 
miles around, so we attract a lot of critters to this flat, 
treeless area. Our place only looks barren at first 
glance, but really it’s like living in a zoo.”

Share your own photos of the 
Southwest’s “zoo.” Show us what 
you’ve seen out there, large or 
small, from hummingbirds and 
scorpions to eagles and elk. Send 
to editor@desertexposure.com 
or mail to PO Box 191, Silver 
City, NM 88062, and include your 
postal address for a little thank-
you. k

First up is Suzanne Thompson of Silver City, who 
sent this charming fox photo with a note, “This little 
guy stuck around for a photo shoot right outside 
our windows after he spent a while overturning our 
landscaping rocks looking for breakfast. Here he 
was right underneath the suet feeder; he may have 
garnered some crumbs dropped by the birds. I’m 
looking forward to more of this feature in your great 
publication!”

Dawn Gray of San Lorenzo writes, “This young 
raven thought the sprinkler hose was put there ex-
pressly for him. He drank and enjoyed the spray for 
quite awhile before he flew off.”

Water is apparently an irresistible draw this time 
of year. Witness this bobbing bobcat captured by 
Steven Shelendich of Silver City.

Silver Leaf Floral

Peggy L. Bryan, Owner | 575-388-1451
1611 Silver Heights Blvd. | Silver City, NM

(Piñon Plaza next to Adobe Springs Cafe)

©DE Send your bouquet anywhere in the world with

Silver City’s Finest Florist
Friendly Service
Locally Owned

est 1995
1950 Hwy 180 E. (behind Aunt Judy's Attic)

Silver City, NM
575.956.3159

Open Tuesday-Saturday 9-5
Check out our blog at

www.silverheightsnursery.blogspot.com

for sale announcements, new arrivals and
local gardening advice.

PRIME  DOWNTOWN CORNER  LOCATION
 

For Lease Historic Downtown Silver City
 

5,000+  sq. ft.,  Ground  Floor  Retail
Ideal  For  Restaurant

 

Contact Building Owner 575-313-1700

 10% - 50% off Glassware July 1st - 8th.

Appraisals and 
Estate Liquidation

704 North Bullard   575-956-8701

BARBARA DUFFY
Associate Broker

Office: 575-388-1921 ext. 23    Cell: 575-574-2041
Toll Free: 800-368-5632 Fax: 575-388-2480 

email: barbaraduffy2@gmail.com 
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Gardening • Craig Idlebrook

Mid-Course Correction
It’s time to consider replacement veggies.

See my listings at www.colleensilvercityrealestate.com

311 N. Bullard 
(in the Silco Theater)

DAVID PAUL 590-7161

3 BR 2 bath adobe home on 
over a 1/3 acre lot. Mt view 

from the front yard. 
University area.  

$189,900 MLS 29655. 

Lot in Dos Griegos, great 
building site with views.  

$47,900. 
MLS 29834

The most charming property in 
Grant County! Stunning log home 

plus 2 unit guest house with 
workshop, patio with kitchen for 
outdoor entertaining, on 5 acres 

adjoining the Gila National Forest. 
$499,000 MLS 29576. More photos on my webpage-

www.colleensilvercityrealestate.com 

Historic  home downtown, 
fenced lot, up dated 

electrical and plumbing, 
mastercraft metal roof, tin 

ceilings, $117, 000. 
Exclusive listing 
(not on MLS). 
Call Colleen.

Exclusive Listing

PRICE REDUCED

Colleen Stinar
(575) 574-5451
cstinar@gmail.com

3 bedroom, 2 bath with 
mountain views. 

Walk to downtown and 
University. 
$145,000. 

3 BR 2 Bath roomy 
manufactured home on 
Manhattan Park Drive, 

$98,000.

NEW 
LISTINGS

I knew my garden was in trouble when my pea plants 
went on strike. After sprouting, they remained low 
to the ground and seemed in no hurry to grow up-

ward.
Many gardeners have experienced similar sink-

ing feelings with their patches. Maybe you’ve woken 
to find a herd of deer munching your beans to the 
ground. Maybe you’ve discovered your dog’s been 
digging up a new row of your garden every night. Or 
maybe you’ve finally realized those red and black bugs 
on your potato plants aren’t really ladybugs.

It would be tempting to throw in the trowel, but 
that would be a waste of a good gardening season. 
You have all winter to curse your fate, but for now 
you need to get busy. You can still grow a bountiful 
crop if you’re willing to fill holes with whatever works. 
Throw out that carefully drawn diagram of your gar-
den; it’s time to improvise.

First, take a good look around the garden and see 
if you can improve the chances of survival for replace-
ment veggies. Nothing’s more frustrating than seeing 
the next round of seeds meet the same fate as the first.

If the problem is critters, like rabbits or deer, erect 
a fence or find some other way to eliminate the wel-
come mat. If your problem is slugs or bugs, you can 
opt for a natural pesticide (beer traps work wonders 
with slugs!) or consider manually evicting them. (Be 
sure to wear gloves, as it can be sticky work.)

No matter what the problem, consider spending 
more time in the garden every day. Often, as in my 
case, garden problems get out of hand because of gar-
dener inattention. You shouldn’t blame yourself for 
bad weather, but the only way to help your garden is 
to notice that it needs help.

Next, you need to let go of all illusions. Consult 
your seed packets and check germination rates for 
rows of crops that aren’t showing signs of life. If things 
don’t come up soon after the packet says they should, 
they never will.

Likewise, beware of falling too much under the spell 
of the underdog seedling. I spent two months watch-
ing minuscule squash plants for signs of life. Only when 
they turned yellow was I ready to admit that the row 
needed replanting. You don’t have to pull out under-
achievers if you have a soft heart, but you should plant 
around them, just in case things don’t work out.

If you’ve caught your failures early in the season, 
take another look around the garden and see what’s 
growing well. It’s often easy to overlook your suc-

cesses while wallowing in your failures.
Crop diversity sounds like a good idea at the start 

of the season, but if potatoes and carrots are growing 
like gangbusters in your garden, plant more potatoes 
and carrots. Just make sure there’s enough of the sea-
son left to replicate success.

Your garden is trying to tell you something about 
the soil. Maybe the pH is tilted in such a way that 
certain crops can’t thrive. That’s something to worry 

about in the off-season. Don’t start messing with the 
pH now; just roll with what works.

If you’re still determined to plant long-season 
crops, ask around for healthy seedlings. If your 
friend’s cucumbers have done so well that she doesn’t 
need her extra seedlings, swallow your pride and ask 
for the cast-offs. Farmers’ markets also will have seed-
lings for sale.

Just beware of buying seedlings that are too long 
in the tooth. A farmer near where I live keeps annual 
“seedlings” for sale all summer long in hopes of snar-
ing a sucker.

We all want to plant one-of-a-kind heirlooms 
that will win at the county fair, but don’t put 
the blue-ribbon burden on your midseason 

replacements. If your garden is having trouble, plant the 
stuff that would come up in the middle of the sidewalk.

Go for nitrogen-fixing plants that thrive in poor 
soil, like peas, beans and nasturtiums (good in sal-
ads). Also, look on the back of seed packets for cold-
tolerant crops that grow quickly. Some crops like 
broccoli, beets and carrots resist frost well, especially 
if banked. Still, think about planting crops that mature 
in 50 days or less.

Don’t forget to regularly water the new seeds. 
Seeds need moisture to germinate, and they can dry 
out easily in the summer.

Next year, plan for failure. Your garden will sustain 
some losses, so you might as well start extra seedlings 
to fill the gaps for next year.  k

Excerpted from GRIT, Celebrating Rural America 
Since 1882. To read more articles from GRIT, please 
visit www.Grit.com or call (866) 624-9388 to sub-

scribe. Copyright Ogden Publications Inc. 
Vivian Savitt’s Southwest Gardener column will 

return next issue.

Named during an 1898 contest, Bountiful is one of 
the most widely planted green beans in the early 
20th century.  (Seed Savers Exchange)

Lone Mountain Natives
We also carry

Cacti, Shrubs, Trees,
Wildflowers & Seeds

By appointment or visit us at the Silver City Farmer’s Market.

575-538-4345 • lonemtn@q.com
www.plantingnatives.com • www.lonemountainnatives.com

July Special 
10% off all 

Hummingbird Mints, 
NM Sunflower & Goldenrod.

NOW at . . . 258 Old Arenas Valley Rd.  ~  Silver City, New Mexico
457 New Mexico Highway 78  ~  Mule Creek, New Mexico

575.535.2973 ~ www.mulecreekadobe.com ~ Delivery Available

Beauty. History. Common Sense.

MULE
CREEK

ADOBE

Nothing means home like Adobe.
Cool in summer, warm in winter, rounded walls 
naturally embrace your life like no other 
building material.

And only Adobe has the creative �exibility 
to match your personal style. • Traditionally Molded

• Sun Baked
• Hand-Finished
• Fully Stabilized 

or Natural
• Compressed Earth 

Blocks, too!
• Earth Building Books

 & Adobe Art

Ask your builder about real adobe from . .  .
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Dad had given me the gadget along about seven 
years ago—a White metal detector, a state-of-
the-art device back in the mid-nineties. He 

had used it but little, so for the most part, the ma-
chine was almost like new.

For some reason I never got around to getting it 
out and trying it, although I’d get the bug every once 
in a while. That is, until this past spring when I dialed 
in a new show on DirecTV: The show was named 
“Diggers” and it was about two guys who wandered 
the country with the latest metal detectors, finding 
all manner of objects and valuable artifacts for folks 
on their private land holdings.

These two guys made the entire affair look like a 
bunch of fun, and this time the bug bit me good. I soon 
dragged the machine out of its suitcase, read the bro-
chures and the instructions (a couple times), bought a 
passel of AA batteries and began to experiment.

Now, once upon a time, an old fifties-style mobile 
home had sat on the upper part of my property, and 
I thought that this would be the ideal place to begin 
looking.

As part of the purchase agreement, my wife had 
insisted that the old trailer, which was in a rather 
ugly and dilapidated state, had to be removed before 
we moved onto the property. I now fantasized that all 
manner of “treasures” must be left behind in the dirt 
around where the trailer had set. I was already think-
ing about silver coins from before the government 
cheapened them. So that’s where I began my journey.

The instructions said that I’d save battery life if I 
hooked up headphones to the box. Since I still 
had an old set of stereo headphones left over 

from the eighties, I fetched them up; they worked 
great!

So off I ventured up the hill behind our house. 
Now, I’d like to report that I found all sorts of bur-
ied treasures in the dirt around that old homestead, 
things like quarters, half dollars and rusty pistols, but 
I’d be lying if I did.

I spent all of 90 minutes exploring and detecting 
and came up with some rusty bolts, washers and 
strands of wire—not even a recent penny! Drat.

So I moseyed on down the hill to below the house 
and into the sand-filled draw, where water runs only 
if we get a frog-drowner. Some treasure just had to 
have washed down the half-mile from the head of 
the valley. Alas, all I discovered were many pieces of 
rusty fence wire.

This wasn’t working as I had planned, and it cer-
tainly wasn’t working out like the guys on “Diggers”!

But along the way, I was really getting to know 
how to fine-tune the machine, and my hopes were 
still high. Eventually I learned how to get a strong, 
single “beep” as the wand head passed smoothly 
over some unknown buried metal.

Next I took it down to the corner of the proper-

ty, just above where the streambed turns out of the 
fenceline. Previously I had written in these pages 
about finding several old brass cartridge cases from 
the 1870s in this area, and my hopes were high for 
finding more. Maybe that gun would turn up here, 
dropped in the dirt by some soldier who met his fate 
at the hands of Apaches!

Sadly, I came to be greatly disappointed; all I 
found were more rusty pieces of wire. I did find one 
“hot spot” where the signal was very strong, requir-
ing me to dig down over six inches before I found my 
“prize”—a rusted-out tin can from before the 1960s. 
More drats.

I retired the gadget to my spare room floor, but it 
wasn’t for long. My son and grandkids came for a vis-
it shortly thereafter, and we all figured it was a grand 
idea to get it back out; they wanted to find treasures.

Now we went up the hill again to the spot where 
the previous owners had set their mobile home. We 
searched and dug for nigh onto two hours and in that 
time frame we did find coins: four pennies and one 
corroded nickel, none older than 1970, and almost all 
of these were found without digging.

Besides those, we found an assortment of nuts, 
screws, bolts and washers and, yes, more wire. But 
you know what? It was fun! I suppose that it was be-
cause we never knew what the next “beep” would 
unearth. A silver dollar? A diamond ring? An ancient 
cartridge?

The next day we moved to still another area of the 
property and dug up our most unusual and ancient of 
finds: two corroded spheres that I first thought to be 
steel bearings. To my surprise they were lead balls, 
the kind fired in old muzzleloaders.

Eureka! Now this was a good find. They were 
quite pockmarked from lying there for so long. One 
had been fired from a .45 caliber, the other from a .30 
caliber rifle or revolver or pistol.

Afterwards, I got to thinking about how much 
fun it would be to explore the surround-
ing national forests and other public lands 

owned by the state and the feds, but a search of the 
Internet turned up that this is illegal. My hopes were 
squelched like a cockroach being squashed.

It turns out that a person can detect on these 
lands, but you can’t disturb the soil to find any-
thing, nor can you take anything home. You can 
pick it up and look at it, then put it back where 
you find it. I find that ridiculous in the extreme, 
but that’s just my opinion. The law is the law and I 
must abide by it.

But I can use the detector to find raw minerals, 
like gold or silver nuggets, and those I can keep, so 
all is not lost, although the odds of me finding even 
one gold nugget are very slim.

Of course, on private lands, these laws don’t apply, 
but one still has to have the landowner’s permission. 

And of course, anything I do find 
is the property of said landowner 
first, just like in the program “Dig-
gers.”

The good news is that I still 
have a whole lot of my own land 
yet to explore, and who knows, 
maybe I will find still something 
older than those lead balls. I’d be 
happy to find even one old coin 
dating back to before the 1930s, 
or a rusty gun, or a gold bar from 
a lost army shipment from the 
South, or….

As always keep the sun forev-
er at your back, the wind forever 
in your face, and may The Forev-
er God bless you too. k

When not 
ramblin’ out-
doors, Larry 

Lightner lives 
in Silver 

City.

Ramblin’ Outdoors • Larry Lightner

A Step from the Ordinary
When metal detecting, you never know what the next “beep” will unearth.

PRIME  DOWNTOWN CORNER  LOCATION
 

For Lease Historic Downtown Silver City
 

5,000+  sq. ft.,  Ground  Floor  Retail
Ideal  For  Restaurant

 

Contact Building Owner 575-313-1700

Mackie Redd
Horsemanship

575.895.5506
mackieredd.com

Helping people with horses,
Horses with people.

Wednesday-Friday 1-4, Saturday 9-1

Spring 
Cleaning?
Please bring us your 

gently-used items:
Building materials, 
appliances, furni-

ture, and household 
goods. We’ll use 
the proceeds to 

build affordable 
homes here in 
Grant County.

Visit Old Mesilla, NM
• Antiques • Banks & ATMs • Books • Candy, Coffee & Snacks 

• Clothing & Apparel • Galleries & Fine Art • Gifts, Curios
Crafts • Furniture & Decor • Health & Personal Care 
• Jewelry • Museums • Pottery • Real Estate • Wineries

Mesilla Book Center
• Books about the West, Mexico, horses, 

cowboys, Native Americans & More

• Children’s books & Toys

• Gifts & more

‘Some of the best books never make the bestseller lists’

On the Plaza • (575) 526-6220
Tue-Sat 11 am-5:30 pm

Sun 1 pm-5 pm, Closed Mon

2470 Calle de San Albino
(575) 524-3524

Mon-Thur & Sun 11 am -9 pm
Fri & Sat 11 am -9:30 pm

2310 Ave. de Mesilla
(575) 526-5967

Wed-Sun 10 am-6 pm

The Original “Pickers”!
Architectural Salvage

& Treasures

Olive Oils
Vinegars
Gourmet 

Foods

2411 Calle de San Albino
(575) 525-3100

www.therusticolivedemesilla.com

On the Plaza •(575) 647-1148
Wed-Sat 11 am -5 pm

Sun 12-5pm

Hats, Menswear, and Accessories

Want your 
business to be 

seen here?
Call Kristi at (575) 956-7552 • 

kristi.desertexposure@gmail.com

388-2897 • Open: Mon - Sat 10-5, Sun 11-4

The Marketplace
Downtown in The Hub
601 N. Bullard, Unit D

• Huge store
• Tons of stuff
• New/used items
• Great prices

We buy furniture, 
instruments, vintage 

clothing, antiques, 
household items, etc.

Consign items for 31% 
commission. Sell for 
$1/square foot + 18%

One Man & A Truck
Silver City • 590-3127

Commercial and Residential
Yard Services, Hauling, Tree trimming

Licensed and Insured

We do it…when we say we’ll do it!

©DE
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100 Hikes • Linda Ferrara

A Cherry Worth Picking
A good hike for a hot summer day.

Name: Little Cherry Creek

Distance: Various

Difficulty: Easy

Directions: Starting at the inter-
section of Highway 15 and 32nd 
Street in Silver City, drive north 
on Highway 15 for 8.2 miles. On 
the right-hand side of the road 
you will see a wooden sign say-
ing, “Little Cherry Creek Ranch.” 
Turn right on (what seems to be) a 
driveway and find a parking spot; 
there are several right there when 
you pull in. 

Hike Descrip-
tion: This is a 
good hike for 
a hot summer 
day, as it is fol-
lows the creek 
and there is 
often water 
available. It is 
heavily treed 
and there are 
many interest-
ing rock for-
mations to ap-
preciate. At the 
1.4-mile mark, 
the road makes 
a strong curve to the left. If you look straight into 
the woods, you will see a trail. Continue there for as 
long as your legs will take you. While on the road, the 

walk is a gradual uphill climb. Once you get into the 
woods and off the road, it gets hillier and soon starts 
up the side of the mountain.

Notes: This is a heavily traveled path, so expect to 

see other hikers, horseback riders and vehicle travel. 
As you walk along, notice the different foliage. There 
are a lot of different plants due to the moisture. 
Watch out for poison oak!

Helpful Hint: ALWAYS tell someone where you are 
going, and when you expect to be back. k

To read more about Linda Ferrara’s 100-hike 
challenge, check out her blog at 100hikesinayear.

wordpress.com.

15

15

15

15

15

PINOS ALTOS

TO SILVER
CITY

LITTLE CHERRY 
CREEK ROAD

575-388-5555
 

1103 N. Hudson
Silver City, NM

OPEN
Mon-Sat 9:30-5:30

• 11” profile with 
    3” of cool gel
   memory foam
•  Medium firm feel

Qn set $1299
Twin $899
Full $999
King $1599

TheBedroomShoppe.com Our Specialty is Sleep

• FREE Delivery—
Setup/Removal

up to 50 miles roundtrip
• Financing with 6 month 

Same as Cash
• All Major Credit Cards Accepted

uper 2nd Anniversary
Purchase any one of our           ECO Memory Foam mattresses and get

2 Eco Pillows ($200 value) FREE or 2 Years FREE Financing!! (on approval)

Rejuvigel™All ECO 
mattresses 

have 
20 yr. 

Limited 
warranty

Qn set $1399
Twin $999
Full $1099
King $1699

Qn set $1699
Twin $1199
Full $1499
King $1999

Qn set $1999
Twin $1399
Full $1799
King $2399

ECO 9 ECO 10 ECO 12

•  9” profile with 
    4” of Extreme 
    open cell 
    memory
    foam (ECO)  
•  Firm feel

•  12” profile 
    with 5” of Extreme 
   open cell  memory
   foam (ECO) +
    2” of medium 
    Transition Foam  
•  Medium feel

•  10” profile with 
    5” of Extreme 
   open cell 
   memory
   foam (ECO)  
•  Medium 
   firm feel

Qn $399
Twin $299
Full $369
King $599

Qn $399
Twin $299
Full $349
King $599

• 2” standard 
  memory foam
• 6” Support
•  Medium firm feel

FREE 
Deluxe Bed Frame
or Stain-proof mattress 

protector with purchase of any 
innerspring mattress set

(up to $80 value FREE)

Canberra 
Pillowtop Set

• 460 verticoil unit • Foam Encased 
• Deluxe Foundation • Medium Feel

Another     uper Buy 8” Memory Foam 
Mattress

Scott Thomson
Horsemanship

Silver City, NM • (575) 388-1830
hsthomson@msn.com

“You become 
responsible forever 

for what you’ve 
tamed.”

—Antoine de Saint-Exupéry 

The Doorsmith
• General Repairs

• Locks

• Screens

• Security Grills

• Weather Stripping

• Grand Portals

• Custom Doors

• Free Estimates

Complete Door Replacement and Repair Service

R Tyler Webb
575-313-6402
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Arts Exposure • Richard Mahler

Down-to-Earth Artistry
Silver City’s second annual clay festival, July 27-August 4, celebrates 

artists through the ages who aren’t afraid to get their hands dirty.

©DE

Vicki’s Eatery
315 N. Texas 

388-5430
Breakfast M-Sat 7-10:30 

• Sun 8-2 • Lunch M-Sat 11-3

Lois Duffy Art
211C N. Texas

313-9631

Yankie Street 
Artists

103 W. Yankie
519-0615

Seedboat Gallery
214 W. Yankie

534-1136

Copper Quail Gallery
211A N. Texas

388-2646

Yankie/Texas
ART DISTRICT

Artesanos Gallery
211B  N. Texas

519-0804

Molly Ramolla 
Gallery & Framing

303 & 307 N. Texas
538-5538 or 654-0334
www.ramollaart.com

at the crossroads 
of  Yankie & 
Texas Streets
 in Historic 
Downtown 
Silver City

“The work of the world,” poet Marge Piercy 
wrote, “is common as mud. Botched, it 
smears the hands, crumbles to dust. But 

the thing worth doing well done has a shape that sat-
isfies, clean and evident.”

Certain basics, like air and water, are so ubiqui-
tous as to become invisible. So it is with mud—and, 
to be more specific, the variety of dirt we call clay. Yet 
spend only a few minutes in New Mexico and you’ll 
know we love this stuff. It affects every resident and 
visitor, from poor to rich and all those in-between. 
This is the state’s iconic building material, whether 
dried adobe or fired red brick or even contoured tile. 
Clay comprises much of our modern-day pottery, ter-
racotta facades, ceramic fixtures and decorative tile. 
It gives voice to the ancients through thousands of 
artifacts scattered across our landscape.

“There are so many different elements of our 
New Mexico culture that relate to clay, earth, dirt, 
and mud,” observes Lee Gruber, co-founder and co-
owner, with husband David del Junco, of Syzygy Tile-
works in Silver City (see “Feats of Clay,” July 2012). 
Clay, she says, “is the perfect vehicle for building a 
collaborative effort to put this region on the map in 
many ways.”

“Get Down to Earth: The Silver City CLAY Fes-
tival” is the second appearance of the annual mid-
summer event. As the name implies, Gruber’s brain-
child is a community-wide celebration of virtually 
all things earthen, with a packed nine-day schedule 

unfolding in various Grant and Catron County loca-
tions between July 27-August 4. This is an increase in 
length of several days over the August 2012 premiere.

“We are hosting workshops by some of the most 
talented and nationally recognized clay artists in their 
fields,” Gruber proudly points out. “Local artists, 
museums and businesses are collaborating to make 
this year’s event better than ever. Anyone interested 
can participate in a weeklong series of workshops, 
tours, exhibitions, lectures, gallery openings, demon-
strations and films. Visitors and locals can enjoy the 
bounty of activities for all age groups and still find 
time to visit the great Gila Wilderness as well as area 
restaurants, and shops, or to relax at our hotels.”

According to retired WNMU 
ceramic arts professor 
Claude Smith III, “no other 

place in the country is doing a fes-
tival like this. I think that’s great, 
because no other state has the 
kind of historic traditions involv-
ing clay that New Mexico has, go-
ing all the way back to the Pueblo 
people and other indigenous cul-
tures. No other event in the US is 
trying to raise awareness (of such 
traditions) the way this one is.”

A leading area clay artist him-
self, Smith also is a juror for one of 
this year’s festival exhibitions and 
is making a set of custom tumblers 
for the opening-night gala. “When 
it comes to the overarching theme 
of clay,” Smith says, he is pleased 
to see the 2013 schedule address 

Lee Gruber, founding director of the Silver City CLAY 
Festival. (Photo by Jessie Thetford)

Working on the mural at the Silver City Visitor’s Center. (Photo by 
Adrienne Booth)

575 538 2538
info@bearmountainlodge.com
www.bearmountainlodge.com

at Bear 
Mountain 

Lodge

Lots of new work! 
Great new Berman pieces, nativities from Mata 

Ortiz, McNulty pottery, and a New Brewer Lion!!
Come for a vist and take the art trail to the Puma 

here at The Lodge.

60 Bear Mountain Ranch Rd
nee 2251 Cottage San Rd

Silver City, NM 88061

Opening for Ben Owen is 
July 31 at The Lodge 5:30-7pm. 

LEYBA & INGALLS

ARTS
315 N. Bullard
Silver City, NM

(575) 388-5725
www.LeybaIngallsARTS.com

We carry the finest in art supplies as well as art for the discriminating collector

©
D
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Introducing 

Patrick Rogers
Resilience of Hope

 

Hours:  Sat. 10 am to 4 pm
211C N. Texas, Silver City, NM • (575) 313-9631

www.loisdu�y.com • loisduffy@live.com  

Hometown Art Hometown ArtHometown ArtHometown Art

Paintings, 
Prints & Cards 
of Silver City
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“what has been, what is here now, and what will be in 
the future. We are a strong arts community and this 
celebration gives us a real shot in the arm.”

Lee Gruber sees the clay festival as a way to boost 
local economic activity “from the ground up,” so to 
speak, by involving a diversity of businesses, muse-
ums, non-profit groups, schools, government agen-
cies and individuals. This year, for example, Silver 
City’s Leyba & Ingalls Arts offers a wheel-throwing 
demonstration by Sara Pineda and Yada Yada Yarn 
presents ClayGround with Jared Carpenter, while 
Alotta Gelato will again offer its “mud pie” gelato. 
The Manzanita Ridge vintage furniture store, several 
downtown restaurants, and various area galleries 
also will have special tie-ins to the festival.

Like last year, many activities are free of charge 
and geared across a spectrum of age groups. A num-
ber of events will take place outdoors in Silver City’s 
historic arts district, where decorative public tile mu-
rals or inlays and terracotta architectural elements 
abound. Gruber, whose Bullard Street factory em-
ploys dozens of locals, is hopeful that over time the 
festival will help “to strengthen our economy through 
the support and development of small business and 
entrepreneurial efforts in our rural community that 
are somehow linked to clay.”

In addition to the above-mentioned activities, the 
2013 program boasts a vendor fair, farmers’ market 
“mud pie” contest (sponsored by the Silver City Food 
Co-op), Friday night street dance, hands-on activities 

for children, theme-related yoga classes, and even 
a Texas hold ’em fundraising tournament at the old 
Elks Lodge using custom-made clay poker chips. Say 
what? It turns out the most sought-after chips were 
once made of clay and, according to aficionados, the 
best still are.

Promoters say the festival seeks “to foster 
an entrepreneurial spirit that engages [par-
ticipants]… in a unified enthusiasm for clay.” 

While this is undoubtedly true, what makes the event 
undeniably unique is that it explores so fully the role 
such a humble ingredient plays in the past history 
and present culture of the Land of Enchantment. 
From the multi-storied adobe pueblo of Taos to the 
Mexican-era village of Mesilla, from the elegant Ter-

CLAY continued on next page

Potter Jared Carpenter. (Photo by Jessie Thetford)

Mata Ortiz pottery for sale. (Photo by Jessie Thetford)
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Copper Quail Gallery

Featuring
NEW Raku clay clocks, masks, tiles and 

dragonflies by
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Featuring
NEW Raku clay clocks, masks, tiles and 
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Featuring

dragonflies by
NEW Raku clay clocks, masks, tiles and 

dragonflies by
NEW Raku clay clocks, masks, tiles and 

OPENING RECEPTION

Saturday,  July 6
3 to 6 pm

Show continues 

through July
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ritorial buildings of Las Vegas to 
the cave-clinging Gila Cliff Dwell-
ings, dirt-based structures, uten-
sils, arts and crafts are enduring 
foundations of our state’s rich tra-
ditions.

Linda Brewer, a long-time clay 
artist and co-owner of the Blue 
Dome Gallery at Bear Mountain 
Lodge, where ceramic art is exhib-
ited throughout the year, believes 
Silver City “is a perfect place” 
for such a gathering. The area’s 
timeline of intensive clay usage 
extends uninterrupted, Brewer 
points out: from pre-European-
contact Mimbreño black-on-white 
pottery through 19th-century 
brickwork and 20th-century tile to 
contemporary works by resident 
artists and manufacturers.

“In this area you can actually feel the presence of 
clay,” Brewer insists. “We have so many people using 
it in so many ways, whether making labyrinths, build-
ing with adobe, fashioning handmade tiles, creating 
pottery, or whatever. This event really brings this im-
portant heritage of ours together.”

Smith, who taught ceramics at WNMU for over 32 
years and will be doing demonstrations during the 
festival, echoes Brewer’s sentiment. He is hopeful 
that at least some visitors and locals will be inspired 
to new forms of artistic expression by what they en-
counter.

“I went to college ex-
pecting to become a biol-
ogist,” Smith notes, “but 
after two years I realized 
my heart really wasn’t in 
biology and I started to 
take art courses. Before 
long I changed my ma-
jor. Unfortunately, in this 
day and age the first sub-
jects cut in many of our 
(cash-strapped) schools 
are art, theater and mu-
sic. This festival is a 
wonderful opportunity 
for young people—and 
others—to see what’s 
out there and to consider 
exploring their creativity 
through clay.” 

Attendees are particularly encouraged to visit the 
WNMU Museum, where ancient regional Mimbres-
era pottery from the renowned NAN Ranch Collec-
tion is on display (see this issue’s cover). Blue Dome’s 
Brewer compares the university’s recent acquisition 
of these extraordinary objects to the rightful return 
of Greece’s long-borrowed Elgin Marbles from the 
British Museum to their place of origin: the Parthe-
non in Athens.

Many talented artists—including potters 
from throughout the US and northern 
Mexico—will sell their works during the 

festival, but its major focus continues to be a wide 
range of hands-on workshops, clay-related lectures, 
and other participatory events. Several noted arche-
ologists will discuss the pottery of the area’s long-
departed Mimbreño people, for example, while other 
speakers hold forth on northern Mexico’s Mata Ortiz 
traditions, pottery making at Taos Pueblo, and other 
subjects. On August 3, for instance, Joseph A. Tay-
lor and Sheila Menzies will give a joint talk entitled 
“American Decorative Tile: From its 19th-Century 
Roots to the Present and Beyond.” On August 5-7, 

to cite another example, 
Mimbres Hot Springs ce-
ramic artist Kate Brown 
will present two sepa-
rate full-day workshops 
on tile making.

Brewer’s Bear Moun-
tain Lodge, meanwhile, 
hosts sixth-generation 
North Carolina potter 
Ben Owen III in a special 
two-day workshop, “A 
Vessel of Purpose,” that 
will focus on handmade 
functional pottery made 
on the wheel and other 
techniques for shaping 
clay. Varied forms and 
styles will be used that 
are drawn from Owen’s 

family and his studies while in college and abroad. 
Some artwork will be made in multiple pieces and 
assembled during the workshop. Attention to detail 
and finishing will be discussed along with various ap-
proaches to glazing and firing techniques. Influenced 
by “Jugtown Pottery” and the Neolithic Chinese tra-
ditions, Owen continues to meld innovative and tra-
ditional techniques in his imposing large-scale works.

Other hands-on workshops of varying lengths will 
feature such world-renowned creatives as handmade 
tile-maker Stephani Stephenson, up-and-coming 
Mata Ortiz potters Diego Valles and Carla Martínez, 
and Zapotec-style cermacist Avelino Jiménez. Ad-
ditional events include a workshop in building an 
adobe labyrinth at the historic Waterworks building, 
a “natural finishes” workshop incorporating local 
clays, a cooking demonstration using Oaxacan earth-
enware, and adobe and stone preservation sessions 
(presented in association with the Silver City Muse-
um). Meditation with clay and building with natural 
materials will also be explored.

Guided tours of local Mimbres archeological sites, 
Grant County’s mining district, the Whitewater Mesa 
labyrinth, Gila Cliff Dwellings, and Syzygy tile facto-
ry are on tap. So are Claymation film screenings, an 
awards brunch, and an August 1 opening-night gala 
at the Carter House, under restoration by new own-
ers Wendy and David Phillips. Children are invited to 
attend a pinch-pot demonstration and “making his-
tory in clay” workshop as well as flute-making and 
tile-making classes. 

This year’s national juried exhibitions at the clay 
festival are in three categories:

• “A Tile & A Vessel” will focus on a 
unique pairing: a tile and a vessel. The dynamic be-
tween these two clay pieces is intriguing, since tile is 

CLAY continued

“Elements in Fractal,” an art tile made by Aldo Leopold High School grad-
uate Kelsey Jordan, winner of the First Place Tad Van Der Weele Memorial 
Award at the 2012 juried tile exhibition. (Photo by Jessie Thetford)

Dan Lauer at the wheel. (Photo by Dennis Weller)

Demonstration with Diane Le Marbe. (Photo by Den-
nis Weller)

VICTORIA CHICK
Cow Trail Art Studio
119 Cow Trail in Arenas Valley

Mondays noon until 3 p.m. or by appointment
www.victoriachick.com • (760) 533-1897

©DE

ATTEND THE 
SILVER CITY CLAY FESTIVAL

JULY 27 – AUGUST 4

 “Got ‘em”    oil pastel,14” x 25”

Stained Glass ❦ Antique Furntiure
Glassware ❦ Jewelry

Metalwork by Jimmy Head
Prints & Original Art 

by Narrie Toole
Pie and Coffee

New items every week
40 Cedar Lane, Upper Mimbres

Hwy 35 just north of mile marker 14 on the way to Lake Roberts
575-536-3234 • F-Sat 9-5 Sun 1-5 or by appt.
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Arts Scene
The latest area art happenings.

typically two-dimensional and a vessel three-dimen-
sional. Pieces featured in this exhibition must relate, 
play off of each other, and be unified in some element 
of design. The juror is Christy Johnson, director of 
the American Museum of Ceramic Art (AMOCA), 
and Marcela Shepard will curate the exhibition. It 
will run August 2-4. 

• “Public PrōJECT” will recognize artists and 
their large-scale clay/mosaic public installations. Out-
standing international clay and mosaic installation proj-
ects will be exhibited as digital projections in a festive 
outdoor venue. Jurors are Claude Smith III, professor 
emeritus and chair of the Expressive Arts Department 
at WNMU and an active ceramicist; Kathryn Allen, ar-
chitectural ceramicist with national, public and private 
installations; and Marcia Smith, mosaic, metal and clay 
installation artist and mosaic sculptor. The exhibition 
will be publicly projected in a digital format in down-
town Silver City on the evening of August 3.

• “Neo-Mimbreño 2013 Vessels” will focus 
on vessels in a neo-Mimbreño context. Artists will 
create a contemporary vessel in either two or three 
dimensions, inspired by the prehistoric Mimbreño 
culture of the Southwest. The juror is University of 
Arizona-affiliated Stephanie Whittlesey, a profession-
al archeologist as well as an artist. The exhibit will 
be curated by artists Beth Menczer and Diana Ingalls 
Leyba. “Neo-Mimbreño 2013 Vessels” will have the 
distinction of being one exhibition presented at two 
locations. It will be featured at both the WNMU Mu-
seum and the Silver City Museum, from August 3-30. 

 Given the cohesiveness and cooperative spirit 
of the creative community, it comes as no surprise 

that non-ceramic arts and crafts people appear ea-
gerly enthusiastic in their support of the still-young 
festival. “I have always thought that the clay artists 
showing in Silver City galleries were very special,” 
says acrylic painter and long-time downtown gallery 
owner Lois Duffy. “Now they are getting a chance to 
prove it. I hope that after several years of the clay 
festival people will not only think of art when they 
think of Silver City, but specifically of pottery, from 
the past as well as the future.”

For poet Marge Piercy it is the versatility, authen-
ticity and practical use of human-made objects of 
clay, as well as their wide-ranging beauty, that are an 
underpinning of their steadfast appeal. “The pitcher 
cries for water to carry,” she observes, “and a person 
for work that is real.”

“Get Down to Earth: The Silver City CLAY Festi-
val” is a “signature event” of the Silver City Arts & 
Cultural District, with support from the McCune 
Charitable Foundation, Freeport-McMoRan Copper 
& Gold, Town of Silver City, Syzygy Tileworks, Carter 
House and the Murray Hotel, among others. Details 
and advance registration are available via www.face-
book.com/clayfestival or www.clayfestival.com. k

Former Southwest Storylines columnist Richard 
Mahler is the author (or co-author) of 13 pub-

lished books, including his recently released and 
first-ever novel, a murder mystery in which Silver 
City and Hidalgo County’s Peloncillo Mountains 
play starring roles. Learn more and read the first 

chapter at www.richardmahler.com.

Silver City & Grant County

The Blue Dome Gallery at 
Bear Mountain Lodge will 
host an opening for potter 

Ben Owen on July 31, 5:30-7 p.m., 
during the clay festival. 60 Bear 
Mountain Ranch Road, 538-2538, 
www.bearmountainlodge.com.

Leyba & Ingalls Arts is now 
featuring works by Patrick Rog-
ers. 315 N. Bullard, 388-5725, 
www.LeybaIngallsARTS.com.

Copper Quail Gallery is fea-
turing “Raku Reflections,” clay 
clocks, masks, tiles and dragon-
flies by Jude Wasechek. An open-
ing reception will be held Saturday, July 6, 3-6 p.m., 
and the show continues all month. 211A N. Texas, 
388-2646.

Pud Franzblau’s Red Earth Gallery on Yankie 
Street, featured in our January issue (“True Colors”), 
has closed.

Looking ahead, the Southwest Women’s Fiber 
Arts Collective has announced that the Silver 
City Fiber Arts Festival will return on Friday-

Saturday, Nov. 15-16, from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at the Grant 
County Business and Conference Center on Hwy. 180 
East. Held every two years, the festival will again fea-
ture vendors of handmade fiber art and fiber art mak-
ing supplies, a variety of special exhibits showcasing 
many different fiber art items, classes and make it 
and take it workshops, lectures, and more. The fes-
tival will be free, with donations encouraged at the 
door, to help the nonprofit fundraising efforts.

Headlining the festival will be Jean Biddick, an 
award-winning quilt maker, teacher and author. Bid-
dick is the author of Masterful 
Machine Pieced Quilts, based on 
tile floors seen in cathedrals in Eu-
rope. She will offer an all-day class 
on Saturday; advance registration, 
now open, is recommended. She 
will also present a free lecture at 
WNMU’s Parotti Hall on Thursday, 
Nov. 14, at 6:30 p.m. on “Architec-
tural Influences in Quilt Making.”

Special exhibits will include 
mosaic tile-influenced designed 
quilts by Biddick; red and green 

antique quilts from the collection of Maureen Craig; 
silk-painted items from five silk painters in New 
Mexico; handmade dolls and baskets; a spinning 
display; hand-hooked wool rugs from the Adobe 
Wool Arts Guild in Albuquerque; and contempo-
rary art quilts from members of New Mexico Studio 
Art Quilt Associates. A judged special Invitational 
Miniature Quilt Challenge, with the theme of “What 
Inspires Me,” will feature miniature quilts by four 
local quilting groups.

Other classes and workshops will cover fiber art 
bookmaking, constructing beaded jewelry, making 
embroidered cards, sewing wool appliqué Christmas 
ornaments, painting dolls, and construction of a fun 
fiber snake. Jo Barton will offer an all-day class in 
using a variety of fiber art techniques and materials. 
Jacque Cusick will lead a show and tell and lecture 
session on different types of weaving.

For more information, call 535-2613.

ARTS EXPOSURE continued on next page

American artists 
and artists of 
New Mexico

www.victoriachick.com
Cow Trail Art Studio

119 Cow Trail, Arenas Valley, NM  
Noon - 3  M,Thurs, Fri, Sat.

Antique and Collectible 19th and 20th Century
Original Prints and Drawings

©DE Dorothy Van Loan  “Mostly Skewbalds”

Fused glass by Annette Paajanen, part of the Las Cruces Arts Associa-
tion Summer Show at the Mountain Gallery.

Studio LeMarbe v Tiles & Sculpture
Open Studio with

Christmas in July Specials
July 20, 9am to 3pm

Studio open by appointment, call
575-544-7708 for directions to

4025 Chaparral SE, Deming, NM
Mailing address: PO Box 1101 Deming NM 88031

Yankie Street Studios:
Available Now!

Bright, heated artist spaces for rent.
Secure, upstairs artist studios, 
with easy downtown access.

Utilities included.
Not for overnight use.

$230 per month.

Artist
Studio
Spaces

Call 
415.738.8379

or email
paul@

goodnightnaturals
.com
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Las Cruces & Mesilla

On July 1-2, Las Colcheras 
Quilt Guild will present 
a two-day quilt workshop 

with Pam Holland of Queensland, 
Australia, “Teaching Portraits: 
Chalk And Cheesecloth.” 312-
6327, desertthreads@comcast.net.

The Mesilla Valley Fine Arts 
Gallery this month features two 
local artists: Hetty Smith, a trans-
plant from Amsterdam, Holland, 
who works in stained glass, and 
Mary Zawacki, originally from Los 
Angeles, who works in pastels. 2470-A Calle de Gua-
dalupe, 522-2933.

“The Floating World: Ukiyo-e Prints from the 
Lauren Rogers Museum of Art,” featuring 
Japanese woodblock prints from the Edo 

Period (1600-1868), opens July 5 at the Museum 
of Art. Located in Laurel, Miss., the Lauren Rogers 
Museum of Art was opened in 1923 as a memorial to 
the only son and only grandson of one of the town’s 
founding families.

The term ukiyo-e means “images of the floating 
world,” a reference to the theater and entertainment 
districts of urban Japan, especially those in Kyoto 
and Tokyo (then known as Edo). The most popular 
subjects were those of leisure and pleasure: images 
of courtesans and actors, of erotica and of the Ka-
buki theater. Later, artists would adapt the ukiyo-
e style that had been 
honed on these subjects 
to the depiction of land-
scapes. The woodblock 
printing process had 
been used in Japan as 
early as the 12th century, 
but the complex multi-
color process on display 
in these works was not 
fully developed until the 
17th century. The creation of an ukiyo-e woodblock 
print involved many people, not just the artist who 
created the image.

The exhibit continues on display through August 
24. 491 N. Main St., 541-2137, www.las-cruces.org/
museums.

The NMSU University Art Gallery will be fea-
turing “Selections from the Permanent Collection” 
from July 2 through August 3, with a public opening 
July 5 from 5-7 p.m. Artists range from such house-
hold names as Andy Warhol, Roy Lichtenstein, Jaune 
Quick-to-See Smith and Eadward Muybridge to local 
favorites Luis Jimenez, Amy Rankin, Joe Waldrum 
and Joshua Rose. A rare close-up glimpse of Tom 
Lea’s “History of Mesilla” murals will also be offered 
in this exhibition.  The large-scale WPA-era murals 
are usually on display high up on the walls of Bran-
son Library, but have been hung in the University Art 
Gallery over the summer. A small preparatory draw-
ing for the murals is also on view.

Gallery talks about the exhibition will be offered by 

Professor Stephanie Taylor on July 13, 27 and August 3 
beginning at 1 p.m. Williams Hall, University Ave. east 
of Solano, 646-2545, www.nmsu.edu/~artgal.

The Las Cruces Arts Association Summer Show 
opens at the Ramble on July 5 at the Mountain 
Gallery from 4-7 p.m. The exhibit, exploring 

the versatility of the artists, is on view through Au-
gust. 138 W. Mountain, 652-3485.

Also on July 5, 5-8 p.m., Creative Harmony Gal-
lery and Gifts will feature wearable art by Linda 
Marlena Carr. 220 N. Campo St., 312-3040.

Nopalito’s Galeria will host an arts and crafts 
show and sale on July 27, 4-8 p.m. 326 S. Mesquite, 
520-6600.

The Tombaugh Gallery is calling for regional 
artists within a 300-mile radius of Las Cruces to sub-
mit proposals for exhibitions for the 2014 calendar 
year. All artwork must be for sale, and submissions 

are due Oct. 1, 2013. For 
information, write Peggy 
Brown, Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church of Las 
Cruces, 2000 S. Solano, 
Las Cruces, NM 88001.

Luna County

On July 20, Stu-
dio LeMarbe in 
Deming will hold 

an open studio with “Christmas in July” specials, 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. 4025 Chaparral SE, 544-7708.

Sierra County

The first exhibit in the Hillsboro Historic So-
ciety’s Education Center, “New Deal Public 
Art of New Mexico, a Traveling Photographic 

Exhibit,” will open Saturday, July 6. Kathryn Flynn, ex-
ecutive director of the New Mexico Chapter of the Na-
tional New Deal Preservation Association, will pres-
ent an opening-day lecture at 3 p.m. at the Hillsboro 
Community Center. The exhibit runs through Sept. 30. 
The Education Center and Museum Shop are located 
on Main Street, Hillsboro, across from the Post Office. 
Additional information available at 895-3324. k

All phone numbers are area code 575 except as 
noted. Send gallery information to events@desert-

exposure.com.

ARTS EXPOSURE continued 

The Mesilla Valley Fine Arts Gallery will feature Mary Zawacki.

Japanese woodcut prints are featured in “The Float-
ing World: Ukiyo-e Prints from the Lauren Rogers 
Museum of Art,” at the Las Cruces Museum of Art.

A Bead or TwoA Bead or Two
is taking a break! See you in September.

Check out our 
August Ad for details.

Thanks for many years of fun and beading, 
Karen and Josh

575-388-8973

Blackwell’s 
Antiques & Gifts

Punkie Garretson
owner

575-388-1737
218 N. Bullard

Historic Downtown Silver City

Open 
7 days a week

Consignments 
Encouraged

Antiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & GiftsAntiques & Gifts

Punkie Garretson
owner

4th of July Blowout

25% off
Selected Items!

The Common Thread
A fiber arts gallery—where art meets craft

107 W. Broadway, Silver City
575-538-5733 |www.fiberartscollective.org

The Common Thread is a non-pro�t, volunteer run 
gallery, supporting women in southern New Mexico

The Common Thread

Award-winning Author

Elizabeth Fackler
now lives in Silver City!

Her books are available at 
The Marketplace, 601 North Bullard.

“A fine writer.”—The New York Times
“Her elegant prose is a pleasure to read.”

—Library Journal
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Gallery Guide
Silver City

Ann SimonSen Studio-GAllery, 
104 W. Yankie St., 654-5727.

Art + ConverSAtion, 614 N. Bul-
lard, 388-3350. Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-6 
p.m., Sundays 12 a.m.-6 p.m. Gallery 
and gathering space. www.artandcon-
versation.com.

ArteSAnoS, 211-B N. Texas St., 
519-0804. Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Sun. 12-6 p.m.

[A]SP.“A”©e, 110 W. 7th St., 538-
3333, aspace.studiogallery@gmail.com.

Azurite GAllery, 110 W. Broadway, 
538-9048, Wed.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
www.azuritegallery.com.

Blue dome GAllery, 60 Bear Moun-
tain Ranch Road (Bear Mountain Lodge, 
2251 Cottage San Road), 534-8671. 
Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. 11 
a.m.-3 p.m. www.bluedomegallery.com.

ClAyful HAndS, 622 N. California, 
534-0180. By appointment. Phoebe 
Lawrence.

ClAymoon Studio, 13 Jade Dr., 
313-6959. Marcia Smith. By appoint-
ment.

Common tHreAd, 107 W. Broad-
way, 538-5733. Mon., Thurs, Fri. and 
Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Retail and gallery 
space for fiber arts. www.fiberartscollec-
tive.org.

CoPPer QuAil GAllery, 211-A Texas 
St., corner of Yankie and Texas, 388-
2646. Tues.-Sun. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Fine 
arts and crafts.

Cow trAil Art Studio, 119 Cow 
Trail in Arenas Valley. Mon. 12-3 p.m. 
or by appointment, (706) 533-1897, 
www.victoriachick.com.

CreAtionS & AdornmentS, 108 N. 
Bullard, 534-4269. Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Work by Diane Reid.

drAGonfly Studio, 508 W 6th St., 
388-8646. By appointment.

frAnCiS mCCrAy GAllery, 1000 
College Ave., WNMU, 538-6517.

GAllery 400, Gila House, 400 N. 
Arizona, 313-7015. Tues.-Sat., 1-6 p.m. 
www.gilahouse.com.

Howell deSiGn & GAllery, 200 W. 
Market St., 388.2993. www.anthony-
howell.com.

Jeff KuHnS Pottery, 3029 Pinos 
Altos Road, 534-9389. By appointment.

leyBA & inGAllS ArtS, 315 N. 
Bullard St., 388-5725. Mon.-Sat. 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Contemporary art ranging 
from realism to abstraction in a variety 
of media featuring artists Crystal Fore-
man Brown, Romaine Begay, Christana 
Brown, Susan Brinkley, Gordee Headlee, 
Diana Ingalls Leyba, Dayna Griego, 
Constance Knuppel, Mary Alice Murphy, 
Phillip Parotti, Betsey Resnick, Teri Matel-
son, Joe Theiman, Zoe Wolfe, Melanie 
Zipin. www.LeybaIngallsARTS.com, 
LeybaIngallsART@zianet.com.

loiS delonG Studio, 2309 Paul 
Place, 388-4759. By appointment.

loiS duffy Art Studio, 211C N. 
Texas, 534-0822. Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.  
Original paintings, cards and prints. 
www.loisduffy.com, loisduffy@signal-
peak.net.

lloyd StudioS, 306 W. Broadway, 
(303) 378-0926. Weds-Sat. 11 a.m.-7 
p.m., Sun. 12-5 p.m. lloydstudios.com.

mAry’S fine Art, 414 E. 21st St., 
956-7315. Mary A. Gravelle.

mimBreS reGion ArtS CounCil 
GAllery, Wells Fargo Bank Bldg., 1201 
N. Pope St. www.mimbresarts.org.

molly rAmollA GAllery & frAm-
inG, 307 N. Texas, 538-5538. www.
ramollaart.com.

off BeAd GAllery, 701 N. Bullard, 
388-8973. Mon-Fri 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 
9 a.m.-4 p.m.

ol’ weSt GAllery & merCAntile, 
104 W. Broadway, 388-1811/313-
2595. Daily 11 a.m.-6 p.m.

SeedBoAt Center for tHe ArtS, 
214 W. Yankie St., 534-1136. Mon., 
Thurs.-Sat. 10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Sun. 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Tues.-Weds. by appoint-
ment. info@seedboatgallery.com.

Silver SPirit GAllery, 215 W. 
Broadway, 388-2079.

StonewAlKer Studio, 105 Country 
Road, 534-0530. By appointment. 
Barbara Jorgen Nance.

Studio BeHind tHe mountAin, 23 
Wagon Wheel Lane, 388-3277. By ap-
pointment. www.jimpalmerbronze.com.

tHe StudioSPACe, 109 N. Bullard St., 
534-9291. www.jessgorell.com.

Studio uPStAirS, 109 N. Bullard St., 
574-2493. By appointment.

SuSAn SzAJer Studio, Sanctuary 
Road, 313-7197 By appointment.

tAtiAnA mAriA GAllery, 305 & 307 
N. Bullard St., 388-4426.

toP HAt Art, 115 N. Bayard.

21 lAtiGo trAil, 388-4557. Works 
by Barbara Harrison and others.

wild weSt weAvinG, 211-D N. 
Texas, 313-1032, www.hosanaeilert.
com. Mon.-Thurs. 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Fri.-
Sat. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

wind CAnyon Studio, 11 Quail 
Run off Hwy. 180 mile marker 107, 
574-2308, (619) 933-8034. Louise 
Sackett. Mon., Weds. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and 
by appointment.

wynneGAte GAllery & Studio, 110 
W. Yankie St., (214) 957-3688. Mon., 
Thurs.-Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Sun. 11:45 
a.m.-4 p.m., Tues.-Wed. by appoint-
ment.

yAnKie St. ArtiSt StudioS, 103 W. 
Yankie St., 313-1032. By appointment.

zoe’S GAllery, 305 N. Cooper St., 
654-4910.

Tyrone
moonStruCK Art Studio, 501 

Covellite Dr., 956-5346, 654-5316. By 
appointment.

Sun dAwG Studio, 501 Malachite 
Ave., 388-3551. By appointment.

Pinos Altos
HeArSt CHurCH GAllery, Gold St., 

574-2831. Open late-April to early-
October. Fri., Sat., Sun. and holidays, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Mimbres
CHAmomile ConneCtion, 3918 

Highway 35N, 536-9845. Lynnae Mc-
Conaha. By appointment.

CottAGe StAined GlASS & more, 
Cedar Lane off Hwy. 35, 536-3234. Fri. 
10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat.-Sun. 2-5 p.m.

KAte Brown Pottery And tile, HC 
15 Box 1335, San Lorenzo, 536-9935, 
katebrown@gilanet.com, www.katebro-
wnpottery.com. By appointment.

nArrie toole, Estudio de La Mon-
tura, 313-2565, www.narrietoole.com. 
Contemporary western oils, giclées and 
art prints. By appointment. 

reeSe-Benton ArtS, 3811 Hwy. 35, 
536-9487. By appointment.

Bayard
KAtHryn Allen ClAy Studio, 601 

Erie St., 537-3332. By appointment.
t. Ali Studio, 421 E. Elm St., 537-

3470. By appointment.
Hanover

fierro CAnyon GAllery, 4 Hermosa 
St., 537-3262, www.fierrocanyongal-
lery.com. Thurs.-Mon. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

lA GAritA, 13 Humboldt, 537-6624. 
By appointment.

Hurley
Jw Art GAllery, Old Hurley Store, 

99 Cortez Ave., 537-0300. Weds.-Fri. 9 
a.m.-5 p.m., Sat.-Sun. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
www.jwartgallery.com.

Northern Grant County & 
Catron County

Annie’S on tHe Corner, Hwy. 180 
and Adair, Luna, 547-2502.

CASitAS de GilA, 50 Casita Flats 
Road, Gila, 535-4455. Sat.-Sun. 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. or by appointment. gal-
lery@casitasdegila.com, www.galleryat-
thecasitas.com.

willow GAllery, Hwy. 15, Gila Hot 
Springs, 536-3021. By appointment.

Mesilla
AdoBe PAtio GAllery, 1765 

Avenida de Mercado (in the Mesilla 
Mercado), 532-9310. Tues.-Sat. 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. 

GAleri Azul, Old Mesilla Plaza, 
523-8783. Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Sun. 11 a.m.-6 p.m.

GAleriA on tHe PlAzA, 2310 Calle 
de Principal, 526-9771. Daily 10 am.-6 
p.m.

GAleríA tePín, 2220 Calle de 
Parian, 523-3988. Thurs.-Sun., 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. 

meSillA vAlley fine ArtS GAllery, 
2470 Calle de Guadalupe, 522-2933. 
Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m., Sun. 12-
5:30 p.m.

tHe PotterieS, 2260 Calle de San-
tiago, 524-0538.

roKoKo, 1785 Avenida de Mer-
cado, 405-8877.

Las Cruces
AleGre GAllery, 920 N Alameda 

Blvd., 523-0685.
Azure CHerry GAllery & BoutiQue, 

330 E.  Lohman Ave., 291-3595. Wed.-
Thurs. 12-5 p.m., Fri.-Sat. 12-8 p.m.

Blue GAte GAllery, 311 Old 
Downtown Mall, 523-2950. Tue.-Fri. 10 
a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-noon.

CHArleS inC., 1885 W Boutz Rd, 
523-1888, Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Cottonwood GAllery, 275 N. 
Downtown Mall (Southwest Environ-

mental Center), 522-5552. Mon.-Fri. 9 
a.m.-5 p.m.

CreAtive HArmony, 220 N. Campo 
St., 312-3040. Weds.-Sun. 12-5 p.m.

Cruz noPAl, 1175 W. Picacho, 
635-7899. Thurs.-Sat.10 a.m.-6 p.m. or 
by appointment. ouida@ouidatouchon.
com, www.ouidatouchon.com.

Cutter GAllery, 2640 El Pas-
eo,541-0658. Tues.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Sat. 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

GAlerie ACCentS, 344 S. San Pedro 
#3, 522-3567. Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-6 
p.m.

GAllerie CrAmoiSie, 1695 Hickory 
Loop, 524-9349. Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-4:30 
p.m.

GriGGS & reymond, 504 W. Griggs 
Ave., 524-8450, Tue.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. 

JuStuS 
wriGHt GAleriA, 
266 W. Court 
Ave., 526-6101, 
jud@delvalleprint-
inglc.com.

lAS CruCeS 
muSeum of Art, 
491 N. Main St., 
541-2137. Tues.-
Fri. 9 a.m.-4:30 
p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. 

lundeen inn 
of tHe ArtS, 618 
S. Alameda Blvd., 
526-3326. Daily 
8 a.m.-6 p.m.

mAin Street 
GAllery, 311 N. 
Downtown Mall, 
647-0508. Tues.-
Fri. 10 a.m.-5 
p.m., Sat. 9:30 
a.m.-1 p.m.

meSQuite Art 
GAllery, 340 N. 
Mesquite St., 640-
3502. Thur.-Fri. 
11 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Sat. 2-5 p.m.

mountAin 
GAllery And 
StudioS, 138 
W. Mountain St. 
Thurs.-Sun., 10 
a.m.-4 p.m.

m. PHilliP’S 
fine Art GAllery, 
221 N. Main St., 
525-1367.

mvS StudioS, 
535 N. Main, Stull 
Bldg., 635-5015, 
www.mvsstudios.
com.

new dimen-
Sion Art worKS, 
615 E. Piñon, 
373-0043.

new mexiCo 
Art, 121 Wyatt 
Dr., Suite 1, 525-
8292/649-4876. 
Weds. 1-6 p.m., 
Thurs.-Sat. 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. 

nmSu Art 
GAllery, Williams 
Hall, University 
Ave. east of So-

lano, 646-2545. Tues.-Sun.
noPAlito’S GAleriA, 326 S. Mes-

quite. Fri.-Sun., 8 a.m.-8:30 p.m. 
Quillin Studio And GAllery, behind 

Downtown COAS Books, 312-1064. 
Mon.-Thurs., Sat.

tierrA montAnA GAllery, 535 
N. Main St., 635-2891. Tues.-Sat., 11 
a.m.-5 p.m.

tomBAuGH GAllery, Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 2000 S. Solano, 
522-7281. Weds.-Fri. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. or 
by appointment.

unSettled GAllery & Studio, 905 
N. Mesquite, 635-2285.

virGiniA mAriA romero Studio, 
4636 Maxim Court, 644-0214. By 
appointment. agzromero@zianet.com , 
www.virginiamariaromero.com.

La Mesa
lA meSA StAtion GAllery, 16205 S. 

Hwy. 28, 233-3037. Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-5 
p.m., Sun. 1-4 pm.

Deming
Art SPACe GAllery, 601 S. Silver, 

546-0673. Mon., Fri. 12-6 p.m., Sat. 

10 a.m.-5 p.m., donni@chris-donni.com. 
deminG ArtS Center, 100 S. Gold 

St., 546-3663. Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m.-4 
p.m.

KinG’S Korner, 103 E. Ash, 546-
4441.

Gold Street GAllery, 112-116 S. 
Gold St., 546-8200.

Studio lemArBe, 4025 Chaparral 
SE, 544-7708.

Rodeo
CHiriCAHuA GAllery, 5 Pine St., 

557-2225.
Hillsboro

BArBArA mASSenGill GAllery, 
894-9511/895-3377, Fri.-Sun. 10:30 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Chloride
monte CriSto, Wall St., 743-0190. 

Daily 10 a.m.-4 p.m. k

SuBmit GAllery informAtion to—
Desert Exposure, PO Box 191, Silver 
City, NM 88062, fax 534-4134, email 
editor@desertexposure.com.
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The Natural World • Mary Syrett

The Function of Feathers
For birds of the desert Southwest, feathers are essential 

for everything from flight to finding a mate.

What comes to mind first when thinking 
about birds? It might be the brilliant red 
of a cardinal, the bright hue of a bluebird, 

the mottled brown of the very spoiled female mallard 
who lives in my backyard, or a hawk soaring over the 
Southwest. You might think about birds in one way 
or another every day, but how often do you contem-
plate a bird’s feathers? 

The most noticeable feature of a bird is in fact its 
feathers, which are perfectly designed for a multi-
tude of functions. They are light but very strong, and 
flexible but tough. Feathers do not grow all over a 
bird. Their beaks and eyes have no feathers and most 
birds have featherless legs and feet. 

If you are a birder who has come for the first time 
to the American Southwest, you may be in for some 
surprises. The number of species that have found a 
desirable place to live in the region’s desert basins 
and mountain ranges may take you aback. You may 
also be surprised by birds’ resourcefulness in coping 
with an arid and often unforgiving environment. 

Among the birds that make their home in the 
Southwest are the southwestern willow flycatcher, 
the Gila woodpecker, the Mexican jay, the greater 
roadrunner (the state bird of New Mexico), the yel-
low-headed blackbird, great blue herons, the pyrrhu-
laxia (desert cardinal), and the black-chinned spar-
row. Also often seen here are vultures, ibises, quail, 
wrens, magpies, bald eagles and grebes.

 
Types of Feathers

Birds have between 1,000 and 25,000 feathers, 
depending on the species. Larger birds have 
more feathers; the swan, with its long neck, 

has the most. Feathers fall into five categories: 
• Contour feathers are those that cover the 

body of a bird and provide the basic color. These 
overlap like roof shingles to give a bird an aerody-
namic shape.

• Flight feathers on the wings are specialized 
contour feathers. These provide a lightweight, broad 
surface that pushes against air to make flight pos-
sible. 

• Down feathers are the fluffy feathers that form 

the downy plumage of chicks, creatures born with 
feathers that can move about soon after hatching. 
Down acts as insulation, keeping birds warm. 

• Tail feathers provide lift, balance, steering and 
braking.

• The powder-down feather is found in only a 
few birds. It grows continually. The tips break off, 
forming a water-resistant powder. The metallic sheen 
of a heron is caused in part by this powder down. 

Every feather consists of a tapering shaft bearing 
a flexible vane on either side. The exposed base of 
the shaft is called the calamus. An opening at the bot-
tom of the calamus allows blood to enter the young 
feather during its short growing period. When growth 
is completed, the feather seals itself off.

The phrase “light as a feather” is no accident. 
Even birds that seem large, with bulky feathers, 
don’t weigh very much. Consider the common crow, 
whose range is coast to coast wherever trees grow, 
including the southwestern desert belt, which is 
an opportunistic feeder, consuming a great variety 
of plant and animal foods. It’s hard to believe that 
a seemingly big crow, feathers and all, weighs only 
about one pound. 

Feather Functions

Feathers play many roles in the lives of birds, in-
cluding attracting a mate. In some species, the 
colors of the male have a direct impact on how 

attractive he appears to a female and, therefore, on 
his mating success. In some instances, the roles are 
reversed, with the male seeking clues to a female’s 
value as a mate by carefully examining the coloration 
of her feathers.

Other ways feathers are important include:
Territorial 

dominance—
B i o l o g i c a l 
research sug-
gests that birds 
in excellent 
health produce 
feathers with 
super-br ight 
colors. In es-
tablishing nest-
ing territory, 
birds that are 
brightly col-
ored may be 
sending a sig-
nal that they 
are especially 
fit and that it 
would there-
fore be wise for 
others to keep 
out of “their” 
territory. 

Regulation 
of body tem-
p e r a t u r e —
Feathers help 
keep birds warm and dry. Penguin feathers, being 
small and densely packed, are particularly well suit-
ed for this purpose. The downy base of each feather 
traps an insulating layer of air against a penguin’s 
skin. The feather tips overlap to form a waterproof 
outer shield. Even in the warm and dry Southwest, 
however, feathers can protect birds in the cold nights 
and the wet monsoons.

Keeping safe—Feathers help provide camou-
flage from predators. For example, the winter plum-
age of a ptarmigan is pure white, the color matching 
the snow-covered grounds of the bird’s winter home. 
The spring molt produces mottled-brown feathers, 
making the female virtually invisible as she sits on a 
nest. In much the same way, it’s no wonder the desert 
Southwest is home to so many brownish-feathered 
birds, from roadrunners to towhees to doves. 

Flight—Feathers obviously play a crucial role in 
flight, lending an airfoil shape to wings that provides 

lift. The hummingbirds that zip through New Mexico 
skies this time of year are particularly adept at con-
trolling their feathers and thus the shape of the wing, 
as they hover while feeding. A hummingbird’s flight 
speed can average 25-30 miles an hour, and they can 
dive at up to 60 miles an hour.

Keeping dry—Water birds have special oil glands 
that make their feathers water-resistant. Exceptions 
are birds that dive for food; they have no oil glands 
because they cannot be buoyant. Such birds, includ-
ing anhingas, must dry their feathers in the sun, a 
spectacle you have probably witnessed if you have 
ever visited the Everglades. 

Coloration—If clothes make the person, then 
feathers make the bird. Feathers come in an amazing 
array of colors, including just about every hue imag-

inable. All of a 
bird’s feathers 
are referred 
to as plum-
age. Even in 
the Southwest, 
where so many 
birds dress 
drably to blend 
into the desert, 
you will see the 
brilliant orange 
of a Bullock’s 
oriole, the elec-
tric blue of a 
blue grosbeak 
or more sub-
dued blue of 
an indigo bun-
ting, and the 
cheery yellow 
of a goldfinch’s 
feathers.

Color is 
important in 
mating. Birds, 
unlike many 
creatures in-

cluding most mammals, can see color. Colorful male 
plumage is used to attract a female’s attention. 

Some species, including killdeer, mockingbirds, 
many shorebirds and most gull species, exhibit a col-
or pattern known as countershading, which features 
a dark back over light underparts. When viewed from 
above by a predator, the dark back appears lighter in 
the sunlight, while the lighter lower half of the bird 
appears darker as a result of being in its own shadow. 
The effect is one of a single color, making the bird 
difficult to spot from a distance. 

Feather Maintenance

Because feathers are critical to a bird’s survival, 
much time is spent keeping them well main-
tained. In fact, a good portion of a bird’s day 

is spent cleaning and grooming feathers by applying 
oil, bathing and preening. 

Feathers do eventually wear out. Molting, the 

Fast-moving 
feathers: 
Speeds vary by 
species, but a 
hummingbird 
beats its wings 
about 70 times 
per second in 
flight and over 
200 times per 
second while 
diving. (Photos 
by Lisa D. 
Fryxell)

In one Na-
tive American 
legend, the 
raven’s feathers 
were originally 
white; they 
turned black 
in a fire meant 
to teach the 
thieving bird a 
lesson.

The male oriole’s bright plumage helps it attract a mate—important 
since orioles are monogamous.

To warm up after a cold desert night, a roadrunner 
will turn its back to the sun, fluff its back feathers, 
and expose skin along its back. This skin is black in 
order to absorb more solar energy.
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process of losing old feathers and 
growing new ones, occurs in most 
birds once or twice a year. 

The feathers of predatory birds 
molt slowly because they need 
most of their feathers to fly with 
and hunt. Flight feathers of some 
predatory birds, including New 
Mexico’s roadrunner, last two to 
three years. Other birds, including 
penguins, lose all of their feathers 
over a two-week period of time, 
after new ones have begun to 
grow in. 

When you think “birds,” you 
can’t help think “feathers.” Plum-
age is perhaps the most prominent 
feature of a bird’s anatomy. Every 
bird has feathers and everything 
that has feathers is a bird.

Feathers, regardless of where a bird lives—in the 
mountains, by the seashore or in the desert—have 
an exquisite beauty, tenderness and functionality 
that has captured the imagination of people for un-
told centuries. These delicate works of nature have 
been utilized as personal adornments, ritual objects, 
decorative artifacts and tools by virtually every soci-
ety since the dawn of time. While feathers have been 
used for a variety of human purposes, feathers look 
best on, and are most useful to birds. Let’s keep it 
that way. k

Mary Syrett is a freelance writer and long-time 
bird enthusiast.

Both the male and female Gambel’s quail have a comma-shaped top-
knot of feathers atop their small heads, fuller in males than females.

To learn more about birds in our area, contact:
• Southwestern New Mexico Audubon Society, 
PO Box 1473, Silver City, NM 88062, (575) 
534-1115 info@swnmaudubon.org, www. 
swnmaudubon.org
• Mesilla Valley Audubon Society, Las Cruces, 
NM, www.mvaudubon.org

Properties by Blake Farley
Check out my new videos online: 

www.enchantedsilvercity.com

Real Living Hacienda Realty,
1628 Silver Heights Blvd, Silver City NM 88061
575-313-4777 cell or 575-388-1921 (o�ce)

2 Homes in the 
University District!

Come see this property in person!  418 W. 
12th is a beautiful, distinctive, 2 BR, 2 BA 
home with lots of historic charm: high 
ceilings and hardwood floors. 414 W. 12th has 
two living spaces: (A) is a 1 BR, 1 BA and (B) 
is a 1 BR studio apartment. All have been 
tastefully updated/renovated.  Half-acre lot 
has circle drive and 2 car carport. Workshop/ 
storage space a plus.  Call Blake for more info.

This property has it all and is completely off the 
grid! On 15 secluded, forested acres only 15 minutes 
from town, sit an 1800 sq ft house, a 500 sq ft guest 
house, 260 sq ft studio and 2 solar greenhouses. 
Each of the structures was lovingly sited, designed 
and built in harmony with the land and the 
elements, using sacred geometry, passive  solar 
principles and many local and recycled materials. 
The open floor plan interiors allow flexibility in how 
each structure is used. Fantastic, 125 ft deep well 
that yields 10 gpm, a freestanding solar system, and 
graywater and rainwater catchment systems. The 
greenhouses can yield food, flowers and herbs all year, and there is a fenced garden for annuals, 
flowers, etc, along with a spiral herb garden, perennial gardens and shrubs. Ask for more details 
about this astonishing property. Call for Blake for more info. Or check out the video online!

Open House—Sunday July 14th, 2-4pm
414 & 418 W. 12th St, Silver City, NM

(Directions: From HWY 90 (Hudson) go West on 12th, corner of 12th & Virginia)

Beauty, Serenity, Sustainability - 93 Cleveland Mine Rd.

Cissy McAndrew
Associate, EcoBroker®
& GREEN Realtor
(c) 575-538-1337
(o) 800-827-9198
CissyMcAndrew@gmail.com • www.SilverCityTour.com

414 N. Bullard
Silver City, NM 88061

"Your personal connection to Southwest New Mexico"

WANTED

2012 Realtor of the Year

BUYER FOR CLASSY SOUTHWEST BEAUTY
Newer 3 bedrm, 2 bath, 
passive solar home. Cathe-
dral ceilings, open floor plan, 
office, hobby room, private 
backyard patio with wet bar, 
pergola and views! MLS#29604 $369,000
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Learning • Debra Sanders

When Reading Is HARD
A determined teacher and local Masons combine to create a center 

to teach Silver City children with dyslexia.

In 1999, Jake R. sat in the front row of his eighth-
grade science class. He listened to everything his 
teacher, Mrs. Ogilvie, said. He was a smart boy 

who had never demonstrated any behavior problems 
in the classroom.

So why, thought Tamara Ogilvie, is he sitting 
there with his hoodie pulled over his head and re-
fusing to pick up his pencil and work on the test?

When she kept Jake after class to talk with him, 
his answer stunned her.

With his hoodie still shielding his eyes and a single 
tear slipping down his cheek, Jake told the teacher, “I 
can’t read it. I can’t read the words.”

How could an eighth-grade boy have gotten this 
far in school without anybody realizing he couldn’t 
read? she wondered. How did I miss this before 
now? How did we all miss this?

These questions set Ogilvie, a veteran teacher with 
the Silver Consolidated School District in Silver City, 
on a mission of inquiry. She would learn that Jake, 
like an estimated one in five children, struggles with 
a complex reading disorder called dyslexia, which 
has nothing to do with intelligence or motivation, but 
has everything to do with how the brain processes 
information. What started out as a question and con-
cern over one student would morph into a passion 
that would drive Ogilvie’s every waking hour, leading 
her toward becoming a founding member of the only 
place in Silver City established to help children with 
this disorder: The Learning Center for Dyslexia and 
Academic Success.

Many people, when hearing the word “dys-
lexia,” think of a child who reverses letters 
or reads words backwards. While reversals 

are common to people with dyslexia, it is not the de-
fining characteristic. The fact that a person perceives 
and processes information differently in the lan-
guage centers of the brain, despite average or better 
intelligence, is what defines this disorder.

What this means is that even though a person’s 
vision is fine, when looking at words on a page, the 
text might appear to jump around. Or, a person might 
not be able to tell the difference between letters that 
look similar in shape such as o, e and c. Letters and 
words might appear to be all bunched together, or 
jumbled and out of order, with some words appear-

ing completely backward, so that instead of seeing:
The dog and the cat ran into the garden.

they see something like:
Thepog andthetac nar into the gdenar.

Or a person might perceive the letters just fine, 
but despite having plenty of phonics instruction, 
they cannot connect individual letters to their corre-
sponding sounds.

No matter how smart a person is, no matter how 
much intelligence they have been blessed with, when 
language-based information is not perceived or pro-
cessed accurately, reading is hard, if not downright 
impossible, to master.

What was most important to Ogilvie, as she 
learned about dyslexia, was finding out that with 
good instruction and early diagnosis and treatment, 
people with dyslexia can overcome the challenges 
it presents. What was needed, she knew, was some-
place in Silver City where this early diagnosis and in-
struction could be found. But as the years rolled by, 
no such place existed and she continued to recognize 
students in her classes who were struggling.

Richard LaVoie, a nationally known expert in un-
derstanding and teaching children with learn-
ing disabilities, offers parents and teachers 

profound insights into the world of these children. 
In a workshop called “How Difficult Can This Be?,” 
he waves around a check for $100 and offers it any-
one in the workshop who can successfully perform 
a task. Whether the task involves reading or visual 
perception, it proves impossible to complete without 
some sort of direct instruction or additional informa-

tion. In a reading passage, a significant number of 
words are omitted, and others are blurry, squished 
together and contain an inconsistent pattern of let-
ter and word reversals. In a visual perception task, it 
is impossible to see what the picture is until LaVoie 
places an overlay over the page that clearly outlines 
what before was just a blur.

“Are you motivated?” LaVoie asks his stunned 
(and uncomfortably embarrassed) audience. “Of 
course you are. But no matter how motivated you 
are, you still can’t perform the task, can you?”

With his audience now engaged, LaVoie goes on 
to make one of his most important points of the 
workshop. After explaining that too often parents 
and teachers blame the child for not succeeding, he 
states, “Motivation only enables us to do what to the 
best of our ability, we are already capable of doing.”

As participants grasp that often it is not a matter 
of won’t, but a matter of can’t, practically visible light 
bulbs go off in the heads of every person there. For 
the first time they begin to understand that the sons, 
daughters and students who have so frustrated them 
are not unmotivated; they are not just being lazy or 
uninterested. There is something else going on that 
explains why they are not making progress in reading; 
why their handwriting is so terrible; why they know 
something one day, but not the next; why they have se-
quencing problems, trouble rhyming words, and mix 
up their right and left hands. There is an explanation 
that has nothing to do with motivation or intelligence 
for why they seem so easily distracted, can’t spell to 
save their life, can’t tell time (unless it’s digital), and 

why they can’t seem to master basic phonics.
And the explanation has to do with how they per-

ceive and process, or don’t perceive and process, in-
formation.

If you’ve ever blown out a knee, had a cancer scare, 
a concern about your heart or liver, or sustained 
an injury to your brain, it is likely your doctor pre-

scribed an MRI (Magnetic Resonance Imaging) to get 
a detailed look inside. When it comes to the brain, 
however, an MRI can’t give you a real-time log of brain 
activity; it can’t tell you how brain activity changes as 
you engage in various tasks. But something called a 
functional MRI (fMRI) can. An fMRI can show what 
parts of the brain are active when you are reading and 
writing, and it can show if there is a disruption in the 
neural processes needed for those tasks.

There are three neural systems involved in read-
ing. Dyslexic readers show a pattern of activation 
in their brains that is very different from what is ob-
served in fluent readers. In dyslexic readers’ brains, 
when given a passage to read, the anterior system is 
overactivated, while the two posterior systems are 
underactivated. This pattern of underactivation of 
the left posterior reading system is now referred to 
as the “neural signature” for dyslexia, because it is 
so consistently measured in the brains of individuals 
with this reading disability.

Although dyslexia is not something a person out-
grows, fMRIs have been able to demonstrate that the 
provision of specific, research-based reading inter-
vention at an early age facilitates the development of 
the neural systems needed to be a fluent reader.

The day that Tamara Ogilvie watched Jake cry 
because he couldn’t read the test questions set 
her on a path of learning that continues today. 

Since that time, she has obtained a master’s degree 
in teaching reading, completed a two-year intensive 
program in teaching students with dyslexia, become 
certified in testing for dyslexia and enrolled in a grad-
uate program to receive her degree as an educational 
diagnostician.

And in 2008, armed with information, strategies, 
and a clear sense that she was being called upon 
by her Higher Power to reach out to these children, 
Ogilvie resigned from teaching in the public schools. 
She opened Building Success, LLC, a tutoring and 
education service specializing in teaching children 
with dyslexia.

In a small office on Pope Street, Ogilvie began 
to get the word out that she was available to tutor 
students. Fiona Bailey, a teacher and the parent of a 
daughter with dyslexia, discovered Ogilvie when her 
daughter Margaret was in the fourth grade. Prior to 
that, with no tutors or teachers in town specializing 
in this disorder, Bailey had to act as both advocate 
and tutor to her daughter. Margaret had been diag-
nosed in the second grade, only after Bailey finally 
took her to Las Cruces for formal testing.

Finding Ogilvie, a teacher highly skilled in teach-
ing dyslexic children, was “a godsend,” says Bailey. 
“It was such a relief to finally feel like we weren’t 
in this all alone. I had been tutoring Margaret for so 
long, and she really just wanted me to be her mom, 

Tamara Ogilvie 
with a student. 
(Photos cour-
tesy George 
Lundy)

Last year’s 
TLC summer 
program.

George Lundy and Tamara Ogilvie outside the TLC 
building on Ridge Road.

Participants in last year’s summer program.
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not her tutor. Tamara gave Margaret her mommy 
back and brought her up to grade level in reading.”

As awareness of her approach to teaching grew, 
more and more kids found their way to Ogilvie’s of-
fice. In 2010, in addition to the intensive one-on-one 
instruction Ogilvie provided during the school year, 
she offered a three-week summer program that tar-
geted students’ deficit skills, but in a more social 
setting. She recruited two other teachers and that 
first summer, the Building Success Summer Program 
served 15 students. By 2012, Ogilvie had secured a 
team of teachers, all with master’s degrees in reading 
and extensive teaching experience, to provide inten-
sive skill development to what had by then grown to 
50 summer students.

Ogilvie’s dream of helping students with dyslexia 
had manifested, but she felt like it wasn’t enough. 
There were too many students needing services and 
just her to offer after-school intervention during the 
school year. She needed funding; she needed time to 
write grants and seek donations; she needed a bigger 
building. She needed her tutoring services to be so 
much more than just tutoring.

“What I need,” she thought, “is a miracle.”

Just about the time that Ogil-
vie was spending sleepless 
nights wondering how to ac-

complish her mission of providing 
comprehensive services to children 
with dyslexia, George Lundy, a long-
standing member and leader within 
the Silver City Masonic Lodge, was 
looking for a focus and a mission.

Freemasons belong to the old-
est and largest fraternal organiza-
tion in the world, and their primary 
purpose is to make good men better 
in order to make the world a better 
place. The Freemasons of North 
America contribute over $2 million 
a day to charitable causes, with the 
most well-known of the Masons be-
ing the Shrine Masons (Shriners), 
who operate the country’s largest 
network of hospitals for burned 
and orthopedically impaired chil-

dren. Another well-known member of the Masonic 
family is the Scottish Rite Masons, who operate a net-
work of over 150 language disorder clinics, centers and 
programs for children with language-based learning 
disorders. One of these programs is the Scottish Rite 
Masonic Children’s Learning Center of Las Cruces, 
which has been in operation since 1989. This center 
offers services to any child with dyslexia as well as a 
comprehensive training program for teachers.

When Lundy discovered Judy Carter, the Chil-
dren’s Learning Center of Las Cruces’ director since 
1997, he knew he had found both a mission and a fo-
cus for the Masonic Lodge: bring the benefits of that 
program to the children of Silver City.

But once they had their focus, the Masons knew 
they needed to find someone capable of directing the 
kind of program that would offer the same hope and 
help to the children of Silver City as was being offered 
in Las Cruces. Finding such a teacher seemed an im-
possible task. Where, in their small town of 10,000, 
would the Masons find somebody with the specialized 
skills, experience, credentials and passion needed to 

DYSLEXIA continued on next page
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run a center for children with dyslexia?
“What we need,” Lundy thought, “is a miracle.”

When George Lundy and fellow Mason Bill 
Nagel were spending time with Judy Cart-
er at the center in Las Cruces, in order to 

learn as much as they could about the program, she 
mentioned the name of a woman who might be a 
good contact for them. That woman in turn told the 
two Masons about an ex-public school teacher who 
had an office on Pope Street, right there in Silver City, 
where she tutored children with dyslexia. That per-
son was, of course, Tamara Ogilvie.

“And the rest,” Lundy says with a smile, “is history.”
Lundy contacted Ogilvie and right away it was 

clear that she and the Silver City Freemasons shared 
both a vision and a passion. After their first, electri-
cally charged and emotional meeting in 2010, Lundy, 
Nagel and Ogilvie went to work in earnest to make 
that vision a reality. Word went out, and over the next 
year a board of directors was formed, with one of 
those directors being Fiona Bailey, the elementary-
school teacher and mother whose daughter receives 
tutoring from Ogilvie. The other board members in-
clude retired teachers, an accountant, a university 
professor, business owners and a retired Educational 
Occupational Therapist. Bylaws were developed for 
what is now formally called The Learning Center 
for Dyslexia and Academic Success, and informally 
called, TLC (The Learning Center).

Each of the nine board members of TLC comes 
with his or her own area of expertise, but the one 
thing they all share is a passion and a belief in the 
mission of TLC. That mission is to:

• Provide funding so that teachers can receive 
the training they need in the methods and curricula 
proven successful with dyslexic students.

• Provide parents and community members with 
support and information about dyslexia, and

• Offer financial sup-
port in the way of schol-
arships to parents who 
want to send their chil-
dren to programs offering 
the kind of multisensory 
instruction and research-
based curricula that will 
help their children be-
come successful readers 
and writers.

TLC received its non-
profit, 501(c)(3) status 
and obtained a building 
where it set up a program that provides research-
based, comprehensive intervention to students who 
are struggling in school. The organization contracts 
with Tamara Ogilvie for provision of these services. 
The summer program, now a project of TLC, antici-
pates an enrollment of over 75 this summer.

With donated monies from Silver City Masonic 
Lodge Number 8, TLC has been able to pay the tuition 
for Ogilvie to complete the two-year intensive training 
program that Judy Carter offers to teachers who want 
to utilize the “Take Flight” program with dyslexic stu-
dents. The Masons’ donations to TLC allows it to con-
tinue to fund educators who want to become certified 
in this research-based, time-tested curriculum.

TLC has also provided scholarships to families 
who wanted, but could not afford, to have their child 
or children in Ogilvie’s summer program. The group 
has also provided training for tutors in the Literacy 
Link-Leamos organization (see “Getting the Word,” 
August 2011). In 2012, TLC sponsored two teachers’ 
attendance at the Southwest Branch of the Interna-

tional Dyslexia Association annual conference. The 
group continues to engage in fund-raising activities 
that will allow them to expand their services to dys-
lexic children and their families.

According to George Lundy and other board mem-
bers, TLC is still in its infancy. “We want to be able 
to provide comprehensive services to kids,” Lundy 
says, “but we also want to be a place where parents 
and community members can receive information 
and training about this disability.”

Ogilvie likes to think of herself as more coach 
than tutor, because “kids are about more than 
just their language-based learning disability. 

The kids I work with are incredibly smart and talented 
and creative. I have to help students believe in them-
selves and provide a learning environment in which 
they can be successful. A great deal of trust must be 
established to be able to make progress with a stu-
dent, because they must be willing to take risks and 

step outside their com-
fort zones.

“A coach is seen as 
someone building up 
someone’s skills and 
physical abilities with-
out the implied deficit,” 
she goes on. “I am re-
quired to motivate, nur-
ture, instruct and cor-
rect my students as they 
make slow but steady 
progress toward their 
goals.”

Ogilvie adds, “My students can learn to read, spell 
and write, but they will learn to do those things dif-
ferently than other students because of the way their 
brain processes information. By using research-based 
strategies that build up the neural processes, kids can 
overcome the challenges. It takes time. It’s not easy, 
but then, nobody became a world-class gymnast or 
football player without hard work and daily practice. 
It’s no different. And, just like in sports, it’s best to 
start kids in their training when they are young.”

Margaret Bailey, now a sixth-grade student at Cal-
vary Christian Academy, has been tutored by Ogilvie 
for the past two years. “Having dyslexia makes things 
harder,” she says. “But with Mrs. Ogilvie we learn 
strategies.” If people know you have dyslexia, young 
Margaret goes on to say, “some people might treat 
you differently, but you just have to figure out how to 
tell them you have dyslexia.” k

Donations should be sent to: The Learning Center 
for Dyslexia and Academic 

Success, c/o George Lundy, 3211 
Chamise Road, Silver City, NM 
88061. Questions about the pro-
grams or intensive specialized 

instruction should go to Tamara 
Ogilvie at (575-574-4861. 

  
Debra Sanders was an award-
winning educational psycholo-
gist for over two decades until 

a work-related accident left 
her with a traumatic brain 

injury and ended her career, 
an experience she wrote about 
in A Matter of Panache (www.

debrasanders.com).

Many famous people are known to have dyslexia. 
Ron Davis, author of the bestselling book The Gift 
of Dyslexia, believes they are not geniuses in spite 
of their dyslexia, but because of it: What is at the 
root of a person’s difficulties with the written (and 
sometimes spoken) word is also at the essence of 
their creativity and brilliance in other areas. Just a 
few of the well-known people with dyslexia are: 
Albert Einstein, Pablo Picasso, Steven Spielberg, 
Cher, Thomas Edison, Agatha Christie, Winston 
Churchill, Walt Disney and John F. Kennedy.

DYSLEXIA continued

Jill and Owen Hooper after presenting about TLC to 
the school board.

This year’s summer program gets underway.
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Land of Enchantment • Jeff Berg

Fool’s Gold
That treasure hidden by a millionaire author north of Santa Fe 
is only the latest hoard supposedly worth seeking in the state.

In recent months, Forrest Fenn—an 80-plus-year-
old Santa Fe-based author, adventurer, former art 
gallery owner, antiquities dealer, raconteur and 

millionaire—has been in the news. The coverage, in-
cluding “NBC Nightly News” and the “Today Show,” 
was sparked because Fenn has supposedly hidden a 
treasure worth a reported $3 million somewhere. Al-
though some say it is $1 million. Another report pegs 
it at $2 million. Others of course say that now it is 
more than $3 million, given inflation and gold prices 
and all.

The treasure box is said to contain gold coins, 
ingots, jewels such as rubies and emeralds, Fenn’s 
favorite bracelet (which he would like back), and 
other “valuable” items, along with a micro copy of 
his book, The Thrill of the Chase. The book is said 
to contain at least 13 clues (also could be 9 or maybe 
10—depends on whom you ask) to the whereabouts 
of this trove. Fenn says the treasure is hidden “in the 
Rocky Mountains north of Santa Fe” (not saying how 

far north, though most 
people assume that it is 
just north of the city), 
at an elevation above 
5,000 feet, and is not 
buried. Or it could be 
buried, since reports 
on everything involved 
in this conflict greatly. 
Maybe that it is Fenn’s 
point in doing this—it is 
like a rumor, with each 

telling it grows larger and more enhanced by details, 
real or imagined. 

The box is said to be bronze and weigh 42 pounds. 
At this writing, in early June, no one has found it, in-
cluding the 6,000 people who supposedly showed up 
in Santa Fe over spring break to have a look-see. 

To “prove” this is not a hoax, Fenn has donated 
all proceeds from the sale of the book to charity, for 
an unnamed cancer patient. Fenn 
is afflicted with cancer himself, 
which became an impetus for hid-
ing the treasure.

 In April, he told an interviewer 
that two search parties (miracu-
lously using only two clues) had 
come within 500 feet of the bonan-
za, but went home empty-handed. 
Fenn suggests that treasure hunt-
ers read the book, a memoir, and 
then a mysterious poem and then 
reread the book again to “juxta-
position language and clues from 

each.” Oddly, the book was published in 2011 yet it 
has been only recently that this story has been get-
ting an abundance of news coverage.

So, what if you find Fenn’s “treasure”? Well, of 
course, the guv’mint has stepped up to say that they 
will fine you if you dig on public lands as they did 
one dimwit already. But oddly the tax officials have 
yet to check in as to how they would nab their piece 
of the pie. 

Except for the woman from Texas who showed 
up and promptly got lost in the forest (no trees in 
Texas, apparently), requiring a rescue that involved 
two helicopters along with search and rescue teams, 
no one has been lost, hurt or detained by UFOs in the 
quest. Yet. 

But Fenn’s suddenly famous treasure is hardly 
the first to be hidden away—maybe—in the Land of 
Enchantment. Rather, his hoard is only the latest in a 
long line of lost or buried treasures that have had their 
shining moments, so to speak, around our fair state. 

Seven Cities of Gold

First and foremost of course was the biggest 
hoax, myth, lie or if you really think otherwise, 
mistake, concerning riches in New Mexico, the 

fabled Seven Cities of Gold. The legend was born 
from stories told by four survivors of a shipwreck 
near Galveston (an incredible and true story in itself), 
led by explorer Álvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca and  in-
cluding a Moor named Esteban or Estevanico, who 
was the first black man to ever enter New Mexico. 
The stories of the fabulous cities of wealth in what is 
now northern New Mexico circulated around Mexi-
co until Friar Marcos de 
Niza reported to Spanish 
authorities in Mexico 
City that he had seen 
“Cibola.” He had trav-
eled in the vicinity with 
Esteban/Estevanico, 
whom the Zuni killed. 

“It is situated on a lev-
el stretch on the brow of 
a roundish hill,” the friar 
said. “It appears to be a 
very beautiful city, the 
best that I have seen in 
these parts,” he added. 
He did not enter the 
“city,” espying it from a 
distance due to his fear of the Zuni people who dis-
patched his traveling companion. 

About a year later, in 1541, the Coronado expedi-
tion started north but found no riches, only native 
people who in general wanted no part of Coronado 
and his mates. Much blood was shed, and Coronado 
went off chasing another rumor of riches to what is 
present-day Kansas. He failed to find a single thing of 
metallic value either here or there. He did lose most 
of his soldiers and attendants, as it is written that of 
the 1,000 who started out on the expedition, only 100 
or so returned in 1542. 

Please note that I’m sharing the following other 
stories of New Mexico treasure, not as fact, but as 
the most reasonable accounts of same that I have 
uncovered. All of these stories will have different de-
tails, participants and value, so they are told with the 
reminder that “skepticism is a virtue.” 

Victorio Peak

In an area called the Hembrillo 
Basin, in northern Doña Ana 
County, you will find Victorio 

Peak, named after the noted war 
chief of the Chiricahua Apache. 
It was in this vicinity that in No-
vember 1937, a couple—“Doc” 
and Babe Noss, who lived in Hot 
Springs (now T or C), NM—set out 
with four others on a deer hunt. 
Caught by himself in a rainstorm, 
Doc Noss waited out the storm 

under an outcropping, where he happened to notice a 
rock that looked like it had been “worked.” Underneath 
the rock, which he lifted with much effort, was a shaft 
that went straight down.

Telling only his wife, he and Babe returned to the 
site shortly thereafter, where Doc Noss used a rope 
to lower himself into the opening. A second shaft, 
an additional 125 feet down, revealed much: 27 skel-
etons and a trove said by some to worth more than 
$2 billion. There were also some papers, saddles, a 
Wells Fargo box and of course gold bars, not to men-
tion pig iron. Not trusting anyone, including his wife, 
Doc Noss hid the items he took from the limestone 
caverns and around the desert.

Several stories exist about how the “treasure” 
came to be, all of which have a lot of loopholes. One 
theory credits Spanish explorers. Another says it 
was Victorio himself, hiding loot there after stealing 
it from miners and people he killed during his resis-
tance fight against the US government. 

No one has ever seen a single piece of documen-
tation, a coin or a saddle, to prove any of this. There 
was a law on the books at the time that said US citi-
zens could not own gold, requiring them to sell it to 
the US Treasury, in hopes that it would keep people 
from hoarding gold during the Great Depression. So 
perhaps Noss didn’t want to surrender his fortune for 
the paltry sum offered by the feds, and instead tried 
to sell it on the black market.

In 1939, an attempt to widen the opening with dy-
namite instead closed it off, at least for now, forever. 
Doc Noss abandoned his wife and later was killed in 
a dispute with a man he was working with to reopen 
the shaft in 1949. 

Over the years, Babe Noss fought the legal system 
and others to keep her “claim” to the place, even though 
no legal records exist of Noss having filed claims or 
much of anything else. The widow Noss fought the 
military as well. Even though some mining companies 
and others have made searches over the years, noth-
ing has ever been found, most especially the gold bars 
that Noss claimed to have found. Some soldiers from 
White Sands said they found some gold bars one time, 

but of course not know-
ing what else to do, they 
dynamited the hideaway 
for safekeeping and then 
were unable to remember 
where it was. Hmmm…

Most everything in 
this story has several 
versions (the area be-
ing opened to Noss’ de-
scendents in 1992, with 
nothing found, being one 
of the most recent). The 
whole thing devolved 
into still another govern-
ment conspiracy, which 
is about the most current 

information on the loss by Noss. 

Leon Trabuco’s Gold

Leon Trabuco was a Mexican millionaire who, 
in 1933, with four other men began to purchase 
most of Mexico’s gold reserves with a plan to 

resell same in the US when the price went up. The 
gold was melted into ingots. Supposedly 16 flights 
were made from Mexico to an area near Farmington, 
by the border of the Ute and Dine (Navajo) Nations, 
by a pilot named Red Moiser. Or maybe it was Bill 
Elliott. As usual, stories conflict. 

But with the signing of that Depression-era Ex-
ecutive Order 6102, which made the ownership of 
gold by Americans illegal, Trabuco and his comrades 
were stuck. Maybe they should have met Doc Noss. 

Many of Trabuco’s partners died over the years, 
as did he, without revealing the whereabouts of the 
hoard. There is no easily obtainable information 
about how or when Trabuco died.

 A gentleman named Ed Foster searched for 35 
years for the treasure without success, but claimed 
that he did find a place he called Shrine Rock, which 
was inscribed “1933 sixteen ton.” But even this is 
seen as a hoax by a writer at treasurehuntersuniver-
sity.com.

Caballo Mountains

In 1925, it is said, some treasure maps of caches of 
gold hidden by the Spanish in the Caballo Moun-
tains, north of Las Cruces, were found “in the raf-

ters of Ft. Seldon.” There were said to be at least 11 

The Caballo 
Mountains and 
Victorio Peak 
are among the 
New Mexico 
locales with 
legends of loot.

Treasure hider 
Forrest Fenn 
on the “Today 
Show.” Clues 
can be found 
in his book, 
The Thrill of the 
Chase (below 
right).

“Coronado Sets Out to the North” by Frederic Rem-
ington. The explorer failed to find the fabled “Seven 
Cities of Gold.”
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different spots in the Caballos where gold and silver 
were stashed. A fellow found a deep cave via these 
maps containing many gold bars, two of which he re-
moved, but of course later only his jacket was found, 
replete with bullet holes. No map. No gold. 

A few years later another gent found another of 
the caches, this one filled with silver. Not offering a 
location, he did offer a single silver bar as proof. 

Through 1944, other treasure stories crept up in-
cluding one where a fellow found a full suit of Span-
ish armor, another with silver tableware and $16,000 
in coins, and a third where two deer hunters found a 
cave with artifacts and riches—but also populated by 
skeletons, from which they fled, never to return. Of 
course, this cave was never found again. 

There are other Caballo stories, but none of them 
rings even remotely true. 

Silver and Gold and More

This is a fun one. The story goes that there was 
a Spanish treasure map from the 1500s that 
somehow survived somewhere until the 1850s 

around Laguna Pueblo when it was, of course, lost. 
It was later located by a trading-post operator who 
didn’t follow up on the possible riches of this lost sil-
ver mine near Acoma Pueblo. Oops! Easily distract-
ed, apparently.

 And farther south, in our own backyard, a cav-
alry patrol out of Fort Cummings encountered and 
engaged a small band of Apache in the Florida 
Mountains in 1877 and killed several of them. A few 
days later, the leader of the cavalry unit, a Lieuten-

ant Wright, returned to the site to 
finish his official report; there he 
found some leather pouches con-
taining bullets made of gold that 
the Apaches had dropped. But, of 
course, they disappeared.

There are many more stories, 
legends and myths about treasure 
in New Mexico, none of which has 
ever been found. These include:

• An opal mine near Lords-
burg in the Horseshoe Mountains 
(which I can find no record of ex-
isting).

• Frenchy Rocha’s cash stash near Alamogordo. 
Rocha was the guy who built the “mysterious” spiral 
staircase in the Loretto Chapel in Santa Fe. Rocha 
was murdered and his money was never found.

• The freight wagons traveling from Indepen-
dence, Mo., carrying 25 bags of gold coins that were 
attacked by Indians on the third day out, near Cimar-
ron, NM (663 miles from Independence—must have 
been really working those horses!). The only survi-
vor died without being able to tell where the bags of 
gold were buried.

• A cave, said to filled with a pile of gold Spanish 
coins literally knee-deep, lies on a steep east canyon 
wall from a ravine on the exact Mexico-New Mexico 
border west of Columbus (spelled “Columbia” in the 
story). Known to an Apache Indian, who removed 
several hundred coins in the 1950s, the exact loca-
tion was lost when he was “killed in an auto acci-
dent.” Of course. 

I’ll wait till next time to tell you about Red Hill 
(Pinos Altos), Colfax, Mount Dora, Doubtful Can-
yon and Cooney, right next to you in Catron County, 
where loot from a stagecoach robbery is just waiting 
for you to come get it, unless D.B. Cooper has beaten 
you to the punch. 

And just for clarity, not one dime, silver coin, dou-
bloon or lost army payroll has ever been found in 
New Mexico. Ever.

There is one true story about a found New Mex-
ico “treasure,” however.

Although traces of this most valuable 

commodity were first discovered in New Mexico in 
the late 1800s, it wasn’t until 1921 that someone fi-
nally struck it rich, in an area west of Farmington. 
A few years later in Lea County, near Hobbs, three 
pioneers—Van Welch, Tom Yates and Martin Yates—
were much more successful in their hunt, and be-
came the first “prospectors” to pay a royalty payment 
to the State Land Office. It was for $125.

They had found the state’s first commercial oil 
well—black gold, Texas tea, a bubbling crude. 

And the state hasn’t been the same since. k

Longtime Desert Exposure contributor Jeff Berg 
now lives in Santa Fe.

From New Mexico, Coronado’s quest for treasure took him all the wy 
to present-day Kansas.
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Southwest Wildlife • Jay W. Sharp

Tracks of Time
Prehistoric Trackways National Monument preserves 

the passage of life before the dinosaurs.

In the Robledo Mountains—a small range a few 
miles northwest of Las Cruces and along the 
western bank of the Rio Grande—there lies a re-

markable geologic chapter in the story of life on our 
restless planet. Its significance first realized by ama-
teur paleontologist Jerry MacDonald, it now ranks as 
the world’s most important fossil record of its kind 
for the geologic time span called the Permian Peri-
od of the Paleozoic Era. In recognition of the site’s 
scientific value, the US Congress passed legislation 
in 2009 to make it a national monument: the Prehis-
toric Trackways National Monument. The monument 
spans some 5,200 acres in the southeastern Roble-
dos, and it encompasses at least 150 Permian Period 
sites. The monument is managed by the US Depart-
ment of the Interior’s Bureau of Land Management.

This remarkable site’s story began some 250 to 
300 million years ago—tens of millions of years be-
fore the appearance of dinosaurs. Shifting across 
our earth’s surface in a process that geologists call 
“plate tectonics,” the planet’s landmasses had largely 
merged, forming a supercontinent, Pangea, which 
covered more than 30% of the earth’s surface. It was 
surrounded by a global ocean, Panthalassa.

According to “Traces of a Permian Seacoast,” writ-
ten by Spencer G. Lucas and published by the BLM 
and New Mexico’s Museum of Natural History & Sci-
ence, what is now New Mexico was located near the 
western, equatorial edge of Pangea. The southern 
part of our state lay beneath a shallow tropical sea 
called the Hueco Seaway. The northern part featured 
highlands ancestral to today’s Rocky Mountain chain. 
The land that would someday become the monument 
formed part of the coastline of the Hueco Seaway, 
with extensive tidal flats and conifer forests onshore 
and shallow, clear, warm and calm waters offshore.

The tidal flat and sea bottom muds effectively served 
as geologic guest books, recording a rich assemblage of 
imprints—often called “trace fossils”—of animals’ foot-
steps, body shapes and behaviors and of plants’ stems 
and foliage. (There is also an abundance of mineralized 
fossil forms in neighboring strata.) The imprints filled 
in with sediments, which shielded the shapes from ero-
sion. Over time, the muds hardened into stone, which 
effectively “froze” the imprints in time.

The offshore muds also became an ideal geologic 
matrix for massive tree trunks, which likely flushed 

out into the sea during violent storms, eventually 
sank into the muds, and petrified over time. So far, 
two dozen of the Trackway’s Permian sites have 
yielded petrified logs.

Roughly 200 million years ago, with this record of 
Permian life cast in stone, Pangea began to fracture. 
Landmasses separated, creeping like monumental 
rafts across the earth’s surface. Sea waters flooded 
the widening spaces between the landmasses. Over 
millions of years, the landmasses became our mod-
ern continents; the sea waters, our modern oceans.

Some tens of millions of years ago, according to 
the New Mexico Bureau of Geology and Mineral Re-
sources, the North American continent’s Colorado 
Plateau and Great Plains began to separate, creating 
a great north/south fracture we call the “Rio Grande 
Rift.” It extends from central Colorado southward 
through the heart of New Mexico into western Tex-
as. It defines the course of the river. It has triggered 
mountain building along its length.

During this time, the Robledo Mountains, specifi-
cally, arose as a result of complex faulting with some 
magmatic intrusions, which, according to Lucas, 
produced the “many broken blocks of rock that now 
form the rugged canyons and steep ridges that char-
acterize the… landscape” of the range. Many of its 
exposed strata and rocks, which geologists call the 
“Hueco Group,” embrace the animal and plant record 
of the “ancient sea bottom, seashore and land envi-
ronments that existed in southern New Mexico about 

280 million years ago.” The reddish-colored siltstone 
and sandstone strata and rocks hold the most strik-
ing geologic records of the animals and plants along 
that Permian coastline.

Life in the Permian Period

The complex and abundant community of life in 
the Permian Period would have seemed exotic, 
although not always entirely unfamiliar, to us in 

our own geologic time, or the Quaternary Period.
For a few examples, along Permian shorelines 

like those of the Robledos, vertebrate animals with 
some mammal-like features preyed on other animals. 
These included, according to science teacher Michael 
David Viney, creator and editor of The Virtual Petri-
fied Wood Museum, the famous 10- to 13-foot-long 
Dimetrodon, or Pelycosaur, which had a sail-like “fin” 
along its back. Other vertebrates fed on the vegeta-
tion. These included the 10-foot-long, thick-skulled, 
“armored” reptiles known as the Pareiasaurs, which 
weighed more than a thousand pounds. One reptile, 
the Coelurosauravus, even took flight—the first ver-

tebrate with wings. Amphibians such as frogs, toads 
and salamanders preyed on wildlife both in terres-
trial and aquatic environments. Some amphibians 
reached six feet or more in length.

Arthropods (invertebrate animals with external 
skeletons, segmented bodies and jointed appendag-
es) proved highly adaptable to the Permian environ-
ment. They expanded across much of Pangea. These 
included some that would have looked similar, for in-
stance, to our modern dragonflies, damselflies, grass-
hoppers, beetles, roaches, spiders and scorpions.

Just inland from the coastline, coniferous forests 
flourished. They included, for a few examples, various 
pine tree species as well as club mosses, horsetails 
and ferns.

Barely offshore in the shallow coastal waters, ac-
cording to the Smithsonian National Museum of Nat-
ural History, the living community included numer-
ous species of fish such as primitive sharks, jawless 
fishes and bony fishes, as well as corals and sponges 
and other reef-forming species.

Clues to Permian Life

The imprinted records of 280-million-year-old 
tracks, body shapes, behaviors and move-
ments imbedded in the exposed Hueco Group 

rocks of the Robledos offer a kaleidoscopic insight 
into the life of the Permian Period. Some imprints are 
depressed, just as they were left in the mud by the 
life form that caused them. Other imprints are raised, 
a product of the sediments that filled in the depres-
sions, solidified in place and then separated from 
the matrix. The depressed imprints are described as 
“negative,” and the raised ones as “positive.”

The imprints often offer an insight into an animal’s 
behavior and character. For instance, some Robledo 
trackways, says Lucas, provide a record of “more 
than 50 footfalls of a single animal and show Pely-
cosaurs walking with a surprisingly upright posture.”

Other imprints, faint but undeniable, provide only 
a subtle indication of the animal that produced them. 
Tracks, noticeable only after close inspection, may 
be “circular, elongate, two-toed (didactyl) or three-
toed (tridactyl).” Those are often attributed to taran-
tula-like spiders or to scorpions.

Still other imprints, even if distinct, at first seem 
baffling. For instance, a linear row of regularly spaced 
imprints of an insect’s body, including mouthparts, 
head, legs, abdomen and tail—with no interconnect-
ing footprints—raised questions about locomotion. 
How did the insect move from imprint to imprint? It 
appears, scientists now think, that the imprints rep-
resent perhaps the oldest records of an insect that 
must have progressed forward by jumping.

Closeup of 
Dimetrodon 
tracks, Mu-
seum of Nature 
and Science 
exhibit. (All 
photos by Jay 
W. Sharp)

Author’s sons, 
Mike and 
Steve, explor-
ing the Discov-
ery Site.

A Museum of Nature and Science exhibit of rock 
slabs that bear actual Permian Period tracks.

Illustration of a Dimetrodon, located at the wayside 
exhibit beside Permian Track Road, which takes you 
to the monument.

Possible Dimetrodon track, found on a slab at the 
Discovery Site.
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Strangely shaped imprints may 
also give insight into an animal’s 
behavior. A small, perfectly formed 
spiral, less than an inch in diameter, 
points to burrowing in the tidal flat 
muds by a tiny worm-like creature.

Countless other imprints in the 
Robledo Permian sites suggest, 
for example, fish swimming along 
the bottom in tidal-flat shallows; 
horseshoe crabs moving and, in-
termittently, resting in sediments 
along the shoreline; a snake-like 
amphibian slithering over the mud of a tidal pool; 
jellyfish-like animals stranded and dying on a beach; 
and pine fronds and cones washed from inland for-
ests.

Collectively, the Robledo trackways monument 
speaks to a rich and diverse community of life 280 
million years ago. It holds a treasure trove of infor-
mation still awaiting discovery and interpretation.

Mass Extinction

For reasons not fully under-
stood, the Permian Period 
drew to a close some 250 

million years ago with perhaps 
the greatest mass extinction of 
life in the last 600 million years, 
according to the Smithsonian Na-
tional Museum of Natural History. 
Some 95% percent of all species 
on Earth became extinct.

For example, the Smithsonian 
notes, “insects suffered their great-
est mass extinction in Earth his-
tory.” Additionally, some 90% of the 
marine animal species disappeared. 
Major groups vanished entirely.

The extinctions, which played 
out over some millions of years, 
may have been attributable to a 
series of events that turned earth’s 
atmosphere into a toxic stew.

Those events may have been 
triggered by massive volcanic 
eruptions in Siberia, suggests Penn 
State geoscientist Lee R. Kump, 
quoted in Science News. These 
eruptions, says the Smithsonian, 
produced “massive outpourings 
of lava called flood basalts,” which 
would have blanketed an area two-
thirds the size of the continental 
United States. The resulting vol-
canic carbon dioxide, says Kump, 
caused atmospheric warming, 
which, in turn, caused oceanic 

warming, depleting the waters of oxygen.
This slowed the decomposition of marine ani-

mals and plants. It opened the door for the prolifer-
ation of bacteria that take their oxygen, not directly 
from the water, but by stripping it from organic 
compounds. In turn, these bacteria produced hy-
drogen sulfide—a lethal poison—which dispersed 

TRACKWAYS continued on next page

Above: Various tracks, including 
possible Dimetrodon tracks, found 
on a slab at the Discovery Site. 
Right: Portrait of Jerry MacDon-
ald, the amateur paleontologist 
who played an instrumental role 
in focusing national attention on 
the Permian trackways sites in the 
Robledo Mountains.
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into the water and subsequently 
into the atmosphere, with deadly 
consequences for Permian ma-
rine and terrestrial life.

Compounding the process, 
the hydrogen sulfide in the atmo-
sphere may have damaged earth’s 
protective ozone layer, admitting 
excessive ultraviolet radiation, 
which would have caused defor-
mities in the animal life. Moreover, 
methane discharged by Permian 
Period swamps rose to become 
part of the lethal atmospheric mix.

Ultimately, the scientific ques-
tion may be not why so many 
species died out at the end of the 
Permian, but rather how did any 
species survive in an environment 
awash in hydrogen sulfide, ultravi-
olet radiation and methane? Those 
that did survive, however, would, 
as Viney notes, “usher in a new era 
represented by different flora and 
fauna evolved from the small per-
centage of survivors who were, at 
first, cosmopolitan in their distri-
bution.”

Scientific Significance

The Prehistoric Trackways 
National Monument pro-
vides an extraordinary in-

sight into the community of life 
on an equatorial coastline 280 
million years ago. As Jerry Mac-
Donald and his associates have 
suggested, the Robledo imprints 
represent what is perhaps the most scientifically 
significant and abundant record of exceptional trace 
fossils of the past half-billion years. It has yielded un-
paralleled insights into the Permian tidal flat animal 
population, including, for example, classifications 
and relative abundance of species, spatial and tem-
poral variations of species, patterns of behavior, and 
interactions with the environment. “Despite inten-
sive collecting and study, much new information… 
continues to be discovered,” according to MacDon-
ald and associates.

On a more sobering note, it has been suggested 
that the Permian record may serve as a preview of 
what could happen in our own geologic period, the 
Quaternary, if we continue to disperse excessive car-
bon dioxide into our atmosphere, accelerating the 
trend of global warming.

Visits to the Site

Ideally, if you are interested in exploring the Pre-
historic Trackways National Monument, you 
would begin with a visit to the Jerry MacDonald 

Paleozoic Trackways site at Las Cruces’ Museum of 
Nature and Science (see “Museums on the Move,” 
December 2012). It is located in the heart of old 
downtown, at 411 N. Main St. There you will find, as 
the museum says, “two spectacular fossil trackways 
from the Permian Period, a life-sized cast of a Dime-
trodon, two media programs on the trackways, and 
touchable trace fossils.”

After visiting the museum exhibit, you would be well 
prepared for a hike into the monument, to the Discovery 
Site. It was here that MacDonald excavated some 2,500 
slabs with trace fossils in the 1980s, as he almost single-
handedly focused national attention on the scientific 
value of his finds. Guided by a BLM representative, the 

hike follows an uneven and some-
times rocky trail for a round trip 
of about two miles. BLM cautions 
that you should “be prepared with 
water, closed-toed shoes, snacks, 
sunscreen, cameras and whatever 
else you need for a healthy, happy 
hike.” Contact the BLM in Las Cru-
ces at (575) 525-4300 or BLM repre-
sentative McKin ney Briske at (575) 
525-4334 for more information and 
schedules.

After the museum visit and a 
guided hike, you will be prepared 
to begin exploring the Prehistoric 
Trackways National Monument 
on your own, although you should 
note the precautions posted on 
various signs along the trails. You 
would not want to run the risk of 
winding up as a fossil 280 million 
years from now. k

Jay W. Sharp is a Las Cruces 
author who has been a contribu-
tor for various print and inter-
net publications over the past 
several years and who is the 
author of Texas Unexplained, 

now available as an e-book from 
Amazon or iTunes. To read all 
his guides to plants and ani-

mals of the Southwest, see www.
desertexposure.com/wildlife.

TRACKWAYS continued

Top: Possible Dimetrodon track, found on a slab at the Discovery Site. 
Above: Igneous formation that intruded into depositional strata during 
the emergence of the Rio Grande Rift. (Photos by Jay W. Sharp)

A modern “trackway” in Faulkner Canyon, in the northern part of the 
Robledo Mountains, suggests how the Permian tracks were created. 
Here is the trackway of a mother cow (on the right) followed by her 
calf (on the left) in a muddy flat in a stream bed.  
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Many times Sebastián has given me a tour of 
his garden. He has showed me his peach 
trees with hundreds of peaches on them, 

his tomato plants, carrots and chiltepiquines, a kind 
of chile from his native state of Michoacan.

I got to know him and his wife Amalia years ago 
when they and their kids lived north of Deming on 
Fourth Street. But then they moved south of town to 
a trailer with a half-acre of land.

He loves his garden and works there when he gets 
back home from slaving in the vineyards in Lords-
burg. At home he plants, waters, weeds and picks till 
dusk moves in.

It’s not exactly what we’d call a garden here in the 
States. He plants things wherever he can find space 
and as far as his water hose will reach.

For years I’ve stopped by from time to time to sit 
in their living room, with their three teenage daugh-
ters sitting on a long couch, one of them getting a can 
of Jumex for me while we chat.

I met Amalia when I was working at a chile proces-
sor, and I partly use our conversations to keep me clued 
in to what’s going on in the processors and in the fields. 

A few years ago a health food store in Deming 
had fresh local vegetables daily and had two farmers’ 
markets a week. I asked Sebastián if he’d like to sell 
some of his stuff there.

But he and Amalia had already been selling their 
produce to neighbors and didn’t want to do more.

Always when I go there in the evening, Sebas-
tián is in his garden.

The last time I went, there was some kind 
of chile plant that I guessed to be bell pepper. He said 
no, but he didn’t know what kind it was. He used to 
grow tiny red chiltepiquin chiles from Michoacan on 
the other side of his trailer, but they didn’t grow well 
in this climate. (That may be a folk pronunciation of 
what is called chiltepin on the Internet.)

There was a half-grown row of lush corn and 
some low wooden frames in front of it with some 
kind of covering, either metal or plywood. Those, he 
explained, were tomatillo plants that he was shelter-
ing from the blazing heat.

Down a little farther were tall onion stems in-
termixed with the row of corn. There were squash 
plants, but he doesn’t know what kind. A few green-
bean plants grow under some peach trees.

There were some tomato plants with plastic gal-
lon milk containers placed next to them. I asked him 
what those were for, and he said a man from Quere-
taro had told him to put those there with a little hole 
in them for a kind of drip irrigation.

He has lots of grapes on arbors, which he likes to 
make into wine.

He showed me his five quince, or membrillo, trees 
that bear a fruit like wrinkled green apples that are 
really popular among Mexicans. They love to make a 
transparent quince jelly. 

Sebastián has five apple trees, 
too. One at least just grew up by it-
self, but it bears beautiful big Gala 
apples.

His 10 peach trees together 
I’m sure produce thousands of 
peaches. Sebastián also points out 
a small apricot tree.

Several smaller trees in a row 
have carrots underneath. He says 
he does that so he can water both 
at once. The majority of the car-
rots have gone to seed and look 
like Queen Anne’s lace.

Banana peels and other gar-
bage are strewn around the plants 
for fertilizer.

One night last summer I 
got a call from Lucia, who 
worked for the Colonia 

Development Council in Las Cru-
ces. She was collaborating with 
the US Department of Agriculture 
in a project to foment small farms 

owned by Mexican immigrants and wanted to know 
if I knew anybody who might fit.

I thought immediately of Sebastián. So Lucia and her 
USDA colleague Eduardo came for a visit with him.

He showed them around his garden the way he 
shows me around. He said he believes in being as 
organic as possible and thinks it’s important for his 
family to eat fresh produce. 

He and Lucia chatted about the violence in Mex-
ico. “Mexican men are too macho,” he commented. 
He told her he likes to watch the Discovery Channel 
in Spanish.

When Lucia talked with me to one side, she gazed 
into my face as if to say, “Isn’t he amazing?”

I said I thought that lots of farmworkers have the 
dream of having their own ranch, and she agreed.

Lucia and Eduardo came back twice and held two 
very small meetings that I missed. I went to the third 
meeting, where seven people showed up. Sebastián 
and Amalia had chairs set up outside. Amalia came 
out to meet her guests, looking kind of nervous and 
holding her grandson Daniel in her arms.

The couple who lived next door came. A gray-
haired widower from two streets away who had a 
few fruit trees took part. And two old friends of Edu-
ardo showed up.

They spent close to an hour drinking Coke, laughing 
a lot, and talking about starting a cooperative. Eduardo 
promised to get them some materials for drip irrigation 
for starters. To me, he and Lucia seemed interested, but 
Sebastián seemed skeptical that the idea would work.

But Lucia and Eduardo never come back. They 
never even called Sebastián. They never did 
anything about the drip irrigation. I e-mailed 

Lucia, and she said something about lost funding. 
She had to get a new job.

I’ve been hearing about a new farmers’ market in 
Deming on Saturdays held in the Post Office parking 
lot. I heard from someone that the most recent one they 
held started at 8 a.m. and was sold out already by 9 a.m.

So I told Sebastián about it, because he doesn’t 
read about these things. He has said he doesn’t want to 
sell there, but I didn’t know if he meant it. I think what 
I said about the market selling out perked up his ears.

Last night I said to him, “You’re not thinking about 
doing the farmers’ market, are you?” and he said, 
with a little smile, “A ver” (We’ll see). Later I said, 
“Are you considering it?” and he said, “A ver.” 

He’s taking this seriously.
Sebastián may have found a 

place for his ranchito to pros-
per. k

Borderlines columnist Marjorie 
Lilly lives in Deming.
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Tires • Wheels • Shocks • Brakes • Lift Kits • Alignment • Struts

1715 East Pine, Deming
2820½ Hwy. 180E, Silver City

(575) 544-2446
(575) 388-1521

Deming Truck Terminal
1310 W. Spruce St., Deming, NM 88030 • I-10 Exit #81

5% Discount when you mention this ad!

575-544-2222

Psalms 37:4
“Delight yourself in the Lord, and He will give you the desires of your heart.”

Fresh 
Flowers

❀
Candy 

Bouquets

Balloons
❀

Plants
❀

Gifts & More

575.546.4646 | 318 Cody Rd. | Deming, NM 88030

Daily Specials

located inside

El Rey Meat Market
108 N. Platinum

Deming, NM
(575)544-9100

Now 
Serving

Beer & Wine

*Reviewed in Desert Exposure

11-7 Tues.-Sat.  • 11-4 Sun.

RUGS
CLAY POTS
FURNITURE

CERAMIC POTS
JEWELRY

HOME DECOR
AND MUCH MORE

500 E. RAILROAD BLVD. 
DEMING, NM

EXIT 82B AT THE I-10 CHEVRON
(575) 546-7459 • sfox401k@ados.net

YOYA’S MARKET
LLC

Western Union services, including bill paying
Visit our deli—Fresh burritos and full menu

Check out our beer cave—And �nd your favorite 
cold beer, cigarettes, imported beverages, ice and more!

Liquor service licensed for quinceaneras, weddings.

NEW STORE
• ATM • PHONECARDS

• LOTTERY

1620 S. Columbus Hwy.
Deming, NM

5 am - 12 midnight Mon-Sat
6 am - 12 midnight Sunday

575-546-4109

YOYA’S MARKET 

Visit Thunder Lube, too!

Now!

Outside

Picnic Tables!
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ary point on July 8. It then turns eastward, but will 
still be in Virgo as the month ends. At midmonth, 
Saturn shines at magnitude +0.6, with a disc that is 
17.2 seconds-of-arc across while the Rings are 39.1 
seconds-of-arc across and tilted down 17.2 degrees 
with the northern face showing. 

Mars is just out from behind the Sun, shining at 
magnitude +1.6. It starts the month in central Taurus, 
but crosses into Gemini on July 14, where it ends the 
month. Mars’ disc is 3.9 seconds-of-arc across. The 
God of War rises around 4:30 a.m. and is 13 degrees 
up in the east-northeast as it starts to get light.

Jupiter is moving slowly eastward in western 
Gemini. At midmonth it is glowing at magnitude -1.9 
with a disc 32.4 seconds-of-arc across. Jupiter rises 
around 4:45 a.m. and is 10 degrees up in the east-
northeast as it starts to get light.

Mercury appears in the morning sky for the last 
third of the month. When it makes its first appearance, 
Mercury’s disc will be a thin crescent. By the end of 
the month, Mercury will have a 42% illuminated disc 
that is 7.4 seconds-of-arc across. It will rise at 4:50 a.m. 
and be 11 degrees above the horizon as twilight be-
gins. Mercury spends the entire month in Gemini.

Just before it starts to get light, you can find Mer-
cury, Mars and Jupiter in the eastern morning sky. 
On July 23, Jupiter and Mars are close together along 
with the third-magnitude star Mu Geminorum. They 
form almost a line, with Mars a degree north of Ju-
piter, and Jupiter a degree north of Mu Geminorum.

Meteors of the Southern Delta Aquarid Me-
teor Shower appear to radiate from near the star 
Delta Aquarii (also known as Skat). While the official 
peak is July 28, meteors from it are visible for at least 
a week either side of the peak. This year, however, 
the last quarter Moon will interfere with this shower. 
The Southern Delta Aquarids were discovered in 
1870, when G. L. Tupman plotted 65 meteors during 
July 27-August 6. These meteors average third mag-
nitude, so they are not terribly bright. The best time 
to see them is in the hours just before morning twi-
light. So get your chaise lounge and a blanket and 
“keep watching the sky”! k

An amateur astronomer 
for more than 40 years, 

Bert Stevens is co-director 
of Desert Moon Observa-

tory in Las Cruces.

The Starry Dome • Bert Stevens

Corona Borealis, the Northern Crown
Plus the planets for July.

If you look almost overhead on these hot July eve-
nings, you will find a small semicircle of stars just 
east of Boötes. This is the most recognizable part 

of the constellation of Corona Borealis, the Northern 
Crown. Corona Borealis is a small constellation, 73rd 
out of the 88 constellations in area. It is on Ptolemy’s 
list of 48 constellations, so it has mythology behind it.

King Minos of Crete had two children, Ariadne 
and a monstrous half-man, half-bull called the Mino-
taur. King Minos put the Minotaur put in an elabo-
rate labyrinth with no escape. After Crete defeated 
Greece, Minos demanded young Greeks to be fed to 
the Minotaur in the labyrinth. The third shipload of 
sacrificial Greeks included the hero Theseus, whom 
Princess Ariadne saw and fell in love with. Ariadne 
gave Theseus a spool of thread to unspool as he 
walked the labyrinth. He strangled the Minotaur with 
his bare hands, then followed the thread back out. 

Theseus took Ariadne with him when he escaped, 
but he did not love her so he soon abandoned her 
on the island of Naxos. The princess wept and wept. 
Eventually the god Dionysus saw her and fell in love 
with her. After they were married, Ariadne threw her 
crown, made by the god Hephaestus, into the air; the 
jewels turned into the stars of Corona Borealis.

One of the stars just outside the crown’s semicir-
cle is T Coronae Borealis (T Cor Bor), a seemingly 
routine variable star usually between magnitude 9.9 
and 10.2. But on May 12, 1866, it suddenly flared up to 
magnitude 2.5. Within a month it had faded to magni-
tude 9.5 and continued to slowly fade back to its usu-
al brightness over the next seven months. It settled 
back into its usual pattern until Feb. 9, 1946, when T 
Cor Bor flared again to magnitude 3 and then faded. 
It has not repeated this performance since.

When a new star appears in the sky, it is called a 
nova, or “new star.” This happens a couple of times 
a year and there are astronomers, both professional 
and amateur, who scan the skies for novae. The light 
is analyzed with a spectrograph, which reveals the 
“fingerprints” of different elements so the composi-
tion of each nova can be examined and classified. 

It is believed that each nova actually appears over 
and over again, but they repeat on different time 
scales. For many, the interval between outbursts is 
so long that their last outburst was before the inven-
tion of the telescope, so these new stars are not really 

new, just unrecorded as novae. Those that occur on 
a shorter time scale, such as T Cor Bor, are called 
recurring novae. It has also been called a Blaze Star.

The spectrum of T Cor Bor shows it is actually a 
binary star system with a red giant and a white dwarf. 
The two stars orbit each other every 7.5 months. The 
white dwarf’s gravity pulls gas (mostly hydrogen) 
from the outer atmosphere of the red giant. The gas 
piles up on the surface of the white dwarf.

Over time, the pressure of the accumulating gas 
causes it to heat up, until it flashes in a nuclear fu-
sion explosion. This creates the sudden brightening 
T Cor Bor exhibits. It also blows the accumulated 
gas into space, where it gradually cools off, making 
T Cor Bor fade away. The process then stars again. 
While the timing of these outbursts is unpredictable, 
if it repeats at the same interval between outbursts 
as last time, we may see T Cor Bor brighten again in 
2036—but it could happen at any time.

The Planets for July

Venus graces our evening sky in July, shin-
ing at magnitude -3.9. You can easily find it 
14 degrees above the western horizon as it 

gets dark. Venus starts the month in Cancer, moving 
eastward to central Leo by month’s end. It passes 
the bright star Regulus on July 21. At midmonth, 
the Goddess of Love has a disc 11.7 seconds-of-arc 
across, 87% illuminated and becoming less full every 
day. Venus sets just before 10 p.m. 

Saturn is well up (44 degrees) in the south as it 
gets dark and sets around 1:20 a.m. It is still in Virgo 
and will be very near the 4.2-magnitude star 98-Kap-
pa Virginis for the first two weeks of the month. It is 
almost stationary at that time, reaching the station-

Watch the Skies
(times MDT)

July 8, 1:14 a.m.—New Moon 
10 p.m.—Saturn stationary

July 15, 9:18 p.m.—First Quarter Moon
July 21, 10 p.m.—Venus 1.2 degrees north of 

Regulus 
11 p.m.—Mars 0.8 degrees north of Jupiter

July 22, 12:16 p.m.—Full Moon
July 28, 9 p.m.—Southern Delta Aquarid meteor 

shower peaks
July 29, 11:43 a.m.—Last Quarter Moon
July 30, 3 a.m.—Mercury greatest distance west 

of Sun (20 degrees)

For a larger, printable version of this 
map, visit www.desertexposure.com

Corona Borealis is almost over-
head on these July evenings. It is a 
small constellation well outside the 
Milky Way, so there are not many 
deep-sky objects. There are two in-
teresting variable stars, R Corona 
Borealis and T Corona Borealis 
(shown here). T Corona Borealis is 
a recurring nova that may flare up 
at anytime, but will probably wait 
two more decades before bright-
ening again.

Rescued, Abandoned and Abused Animals need loving homes.
All are spayed or neutered and have current vaccinations.

Call Pat at 575-649-7644 • We have puppies and kittens, too!

Loving homes needed for Bandit & the Kittens!

Columbus Animal Rescue

FREE TO GOOD HOMES
Tux and 

One-of-Five 
are domestic shorthair 
kittens who need good 

homes. Tux is very 
loving and all the 

kittens love to play.

Bandit is a medium sized 
Heeler mix. 

Weight approx. 35lbs. 
Age approx. 14 mos.  

He’s smart, loving, likes to 
play with other dogs. 

Uses dog door.
Deming Acupuncture

Manning Hudson, DOM
Doctor of Oriental Medicine

Chinese & Japanese Acupuncture
Herbal Formulas & Remedies
Adult & Pediatric Treatments

206 S. Silver, Deming, NM • o: 575-546-2211 • c: 505-660-4363
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Mandy
5mos., Female, Catahoula

Chewy
1-3 yrs., Male, Chihuahua

PRESENTS

1628 Silver Heights Blvd. 
Silver City, NM 88061

575-388-1921
www.haciendarealtysc.com

ADOPT-A-PET

It’s a 
SNAP!

VOLUNTEERSNEEDED!  

The SPAY/NEUTER AWARENESS PROGRAM provides 
spay/neuter assistance to low-income families & 
individuals in Grant, Hidalgo & Catron counties. 

Please don't add to the 4 million plus pets eutha-
nized in shelters every year. 

YOUR DONATIONS 
DESPERATELY NEEDED!

PO Box 1958, Silver City, NM 88062

 Call SNAP at 575-538-5863. 501(c3) non-profit org

Hacienda Realty

Sea Doo
2-3 yrs., Male, DLH Tabby

Pom Pom
8-9 yrs., Female, Pomeranian

The High Desert Humane Society
3050 Cougar Way, Silver City, NM

575-538-9261
Hours: Tuesday-Friday 8:30-5:30 

Saturday 8:30-5

OUR PAWS CAUSE THRIFT STORE
 at 108 N. Bullard

Open Wed. - Sat. 10 am - 2 pm
Call for more info Jerry 654-3002 or Mary 538-2626

Splish Splash
5 mos., Male, DSH

Mella
Adult, Spayed Female, DSH

Luke Skypurr
10 wks., Male, DMH

Cattuccino
2 yrs., Neutered Male, DLH

Howard’s 
Brothers

Cally
1 yr., Spryed Female, DSH Calico

Jill
2 yrs., Female, Chihuahua

Joker
1 yr.., Female, Border Collie-X

Knotsberry
2-3 yrs., Female, Husky-Akita
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I rarely have a conversation with a rider about their 
horse where the subject of control doesn’t come 
up. How do I get him to do this? How do I stop 

him from doing something? How do I slow him down 
or stop him? No matter how the question is asked, 
at the core the person is asking: How do I get more 
control over my horse?

I see this most frequently with riders who have 
bought a horse previously trained to do something 
different than the intended use now—an ex-race-
horse bought for dressage or as a hunter jumper 
prospect; an endurance horse bought to be just a trail 
horse; a barrel-race horse bought to be a kid’s horse.

This one really hits close to home, and goes to the 
heart of a basic philosophy behind a more natural ap-
proach to training. As crazy as it may sound, often 
the best way to get more control is to give up control. 
Change your definition of control from a physical act 
to a mental one. I believe you have to go to some ba-
sic psychological levels for horse and human to get 
on the track for real control.

My own horse was about as braced and resis-
tant as a horse could be when we met 13 years ago. 
Just about every request was met with pinned ears, 
a braced neck and jaw, and a stiff body. Every tran-
sition was delivered with a buck, and any stressful 
or exciting situation might produce a buck of rodeo 
proportions. I will forever credit my mentor Dennis 
Reis with figuring out how to get past all this.

In my first long clinic with Dennis, he spent a long 
time observing my horse Cody, amazed at how he be-
haved when asked to do something. I know Dennis 
kept a notepad by his bed, and he’d wake up at night 
with new thoughts of how to reach my horse. He’d 
come down every morning and we’d try new things; 
then it was back to the drawing board.

He came down one morning convinced he had the 
answer. When he told me, I simply said, “You’re crazy.” 
I hopped up on my horse and to my horror we took 
everything off Cody’s head—no rope halter, no bridle, 
and no string. Totally naked. Dennis handed me two 
sticks and said, “For the next two weeks this is all you 
get to ride your horse.” His idea was simple—what-
ever happened to Cody before I bought him (later we 
found out just what that was), he does not trust the 
human now. In a good riding relationship, trust has to 
flow both ways, so it was my job to show my horse 
that I trusted him enough to give up the “control” of 
a bit or halter. We would try to ride and communicate 
through seat, legs and the broad strokes of the sticks, 
but I wouldn’t mess with his head.

Wow! After some initial nervousness on my part 
and a lot of excitement on his (“I’m free at last!”), 
I felt my horse soften and relax. His head dropped, 
there was constant licking and chewing, and for the 
first time since I owned him he seemed like a happy 
horse. I used this breakthrough in our relationship 
to slowly work back into the bridle to refine our rid-
ing, and he remained soft and relaxed because I had 
shown him I trusted him, and that he could trust me. 
Obviously, there was prep work that had to be in 
place to do this and it was something we started in 
a small space for safety. But eventually I could take 
this out to a familiar trail or large arena. I now had all 
the control I ever wanted.

During a recent trip to California to give some 
private lessons and meet up with some old 
friends, I had a chance to try out this approach 

with an interesting horse/rider partnership. It was a 

beautiful Friday afternoon at a gorgeous small facil-
ity in Sonoma County. Everyone was gone for the day 
and I was just standing in the barn, having a beer and 
looking out at the green hills covered in wildflowers. 
Then I noticed a rider coming down the trail. He was 
dressed in English gear, wearing a helmet and vest 
(love to see that!), and was clearly having a serious 
discussion with his horse. There were tight reins, a 
running martingale, and lots of jigging. We’ve all been 
there on the way home!

When he got back to the barn, I decided to intro-
duce myself and asked him about his horse. It was 
a beautiful animal, a thoroughbred and former race-
horse. The owner’s goal was to just have a good all-
around horse, one that could do dressage work but 
that also would be good on the trail and just fun to 
play with. He did mention that he had been asked to 
leave two other barns because the horse was a real 
handful, but that the horse was doing well in this fa-
cility, a barn dedicated to natural horsemanship.

I have a lot of experience with re-starting race-
horses from my time up in Washington, and this own-
er seemed eager to learn. So I suggested I might have 
a way to start improving the kind of braced behavior 

I had just seen 
when he was 
coming back 
to the barn. I 
also suggested 
he just work on 
this by himself 
when he was 
here alone, as 
this was a very 
personal one-
to-one tech-

nique with your horse. I told him how a lot of race-
horses are trained to respond to a bit (pull harder, go 
faster) and that if maybe if he was willing to give up 
trying to control the horse, he might get more control 
down the line. I got the usual “you’re crazy” response, 
but off we went to the round pen anyway.

He mounted up, and then I removed the bridle. 
I tied a string around the horse’s neck—kind of the 
Irish “Oh, Jesus” strap (that is, if things get out of 
hand, grab the strap and yell, “Oh, Jesus!”)—and 
gave him one stick. Since he’d been working on his 
horsemanship groundwork, I knew the horse would 
yield to a stick, so I just had to show him how to hold 
and use the stick to keep the horse on the rail. I said, 
“Don’t touch the string and just go for a walk.” Within 
about two circles, the horse relaxed and gave this 
beautiful walk with absolutely no tension in his body. 
The owner said he’d never had a walk like this from 
the horse.

I told him this may be your doorway into your 
horse, showing that you trust him as much as you 
want him to trust you. If you play with this enough, 
then slowly work back into your bridle with the 
intention that what you convey with your hands 
will be about softness and communication and not 
“control,” then you should get the kind of softness 
and responsiveness you really want. Removing the 
crutch of the reins to build a mental connection with 
your horse forces you to concentrate on your body, 
breathing and balance, and ultimately makes you a 
better rider and a better leader. And, most riders will 
discover that mental control is a far more powerful 
tool than any piece of equipment. k

Scott Thomson lives in Silver 
City and teaches natural horse-
manship and foundation train-

ing. 
You can 
contact 
him at 

hsthom-
son@
msn.

com or 
(575) 
388-
1830.

Talking Horses • Scott Thomson

The Crutch of Reins
Control—in your hands or in your mind?

I hopped up on my 
horse and to my 

horror we took every-
thing off Cody’s head—

no rope halter, no 
bridle, and no string.

Cassie Carver
Silver City, NM 88062
575-313-0308
Rlamancha@yahoo.com

1110 E. PINE ST.
DEMING, NM 88030

across from WalMart
GLENN 575-545-3879

For Quality and 
Affordability, 

Look for the G!!!

Please handle
fireworks

responsibly!

©
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at The Rock Center, 413 N. Bullard St., Silver City, NM
Gaye Rock, Reiki Master

(575)  956-5200 • www.gayerock.com

REIKI FOR PETS AND PEOPLE
PET GROOMING

ANIMAL COMMUNICATION
Lots of love at the Rock Center

OPEN TUES - FRI
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Body, Mind & Spirit • Joanie V. Connors

Getting Through
Keys to constructive communication.

Editor’s note: In last month’s 
Body, Mind & Spirit section (“Say 
What?”), Joanie Connors ex-
plored the barriers to constructive 
communication. This month, she 
offers some advice to get around 
those barriers.

Constructive Communica-
tion

A number of qualities seem 
to be true of communica-
tion that works in positive, 

constructive ways for relation-
ships. Constructive communica-
tion shares clear information, has 
sufficient detail for full compre-
hension and builds understand-
ing. Constructive communication 
conveys that both (or all) perspec-
tives matter by showing a respect-
ful and supportive attitude, and 
has a goal for all sides to win (win/win). Constructive 
communication empowers; it leaves space for others 
to share their side and be heard in order to promote 
understanding and working together.

Several authors have contributed to our under-
standing of constructive communication by providing 
guidelines for communication that works positively in 
relationships and solves problems. Constructive com-
munication guidelines can help us to help avoid the 
damage of verbal abuse for those 
who truly do not intend to hurt 
those they interact with, but who 
have developed negative habits. 
Constructive communication can 
also help those who have mixed in-
tentions towards others, but don’t 
see the ways in which they have 
been harmful with their words.

Constructive Communica-
tion Strategies

To use “constructive” com-
munication means communicating in order 
to build or strengthen connections and un-

derstanding between people. Many scholars have 
worked to describe and teach the skills that make 
communication constructive. There are five commu-
nication models that exemplify some of the richness 
and depth of what we know about positive commu-
nication, and these are: Nonviolent Communication, 
Clean Communication, Cooperative Communica-
tion, Centered Communication, and Compassionate 
Listening. Their commonalities fall into these three 
categories:

Empathy, Intention and Listening
• Consider how you would feel if you were in 

the other person’s shoes. Striving for empathy and 
understanding of others is one of the best ways to 
ensure that you are communicating in a respectful, 
honest way that is likely to be effective.

• Start with positive intentions. If your inten-
tions for the interaction are positive, such as wanting 
to reach out, resolve differences, build understand-

ing, and/or share information, oth-
ers are more likely to be receptive 
(as opposed to how they would re-
act when you try to change them 
or tell them how they are wrong). 

• Listen to their side and 
take time to let it sink in be-
fore reacting. 
Take some 
time to listen 
and consider 
what they are 
saying and 

what it means before you share 
your reactions. Try to hear their 
side instead of preparing what you 
will say while they are talking.

• Consider their needs and 
feelings. Once you understand 
their needs, give them consider-
ation, as you would for your own 
needs. Constructive communica-

BODY, MIND & SPIRIT continued 
on next page

Striving for empathy and understanding of others is one of the best 
ways to ensure that you are communicating in a respectful, honest way 
that is likely to be effective.

Constructive 
communication shares 
clear information, has 
sufficient detail for 
full comprehension 

and builds 
understanding.

575.534.9173 | nancyfischerhc@yahoo.com

NANCY FISCHER
Holistic Coaching and Hypnotherapy, LLC

Discovering and healing life’s challenges.
• Learn powerful steps to change sadness and 
  disappointment into compassion and acceptance

• Learn how to change unhealthy patterns of 
  behavior

• Learn to accept and sustain abundance

• Transform destructive or unfulfilling relationships

• Learn how to liberate yourself from unhealthy    
  habits

• Find and heal self-sabotaging behavior

Discover a holistic 
approach to self-acceptance 
and empowerment through 

self-discovery, coaching 
and hypnosis.

NEW CLIENT 
SPECIAL

50% OFF 
FIRST VISIT 

PMS® PRESBYTERIAN MEDICAL SERVICES

Deming Health Center
Building a Healthier State®

Deming Health Center • 300 S. Diamond, Deming, NM 
575-546-4663 • www.pms-inc.org • M-F 7-6

Friendly, Affordable Health Care!
• Family Medicine • Immunizations

• Health Screens • Behavioral Health
Medicare, Medicaid, Private Insurance, Sliding Fee Scale

Debra Gassaway
Lic. in NM #MT930 • Member AMTA

Massage tailored to your individual needs.
• Deep tissue

• Swedish Massage
• Sound Therapy

• Energy Work
• Balancing

• Stress Reduction

Call for an appointment at 915-525-3885
Give the special gift of a massage for the Holidays

Gift Certi�cates available
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MASSAGE THERAPY
Better Health & Happier Living

HEALING BEYOND MASSAGE
Energy Healing & Advanced Therapeutic Bodywork

LymphStar Pro Lymphatic Sessions
Proprietary Therapy ~ Yoga Acceleration

Call Natalya 505-820-7159
BY APPT ~ O�ce at CURVES, 2045 Memory Lane, Silver City

Release old traumas & injuries 
to body, mind, heart &/or spirit

Specialties~ Back Pain, 
Neck Pain, Frozen Shoulder, 

Tennis Elbow, Sciatica, 
Lymphatic Congestion

Cellulte & Problem Fatty 
Area Elimination

Clear Phobias ~ Heights, Public 
Speaking, Animals, Crowds, etc.

Improve Sports Performance ~ 
Golf, Football, Basketball, etc.

Eliminate Cravings for 
Improved Weight Loss & more

Classes for Self Healing, Breath 
Work, Improved Energy Levels

PILATES

• Increase Bone Density
• Maintain a Healthy Spine
• Improve Balance & Flexibility
• State-of-the-art Stott Equipment
• Posture and Stride – Analysis and Retraining

CAROL L. WATSON-BRAND
Fully Certified Pilates Instructor,

Physicalmind Institute, New York, NY & Phoenix, AZ

575-534-1261
Carol@CarolsChallenge.com

Call to book your 
Private Session

Free 20 minute 
introductory 

session for first 
time studio clients

DANCING STONES STUDIO
109 N. Bullard • Silver City

©DE
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tion is best accomplished with an 
attitude of openness and a will-
ingness to take their needs into 
account, even though they differ 
from yours. 

• Address them respectfully. 
Treating others with respect is 
the best way to be treated with 
respect in return. Ideally, every 
person involved in an interaction 
should feel valued as an equal, 
and that their needs matter. If you 
desire a change in their behavior, 
make it into a request instead of a 
demand, so that you acknowledge 
their right to choose.

Message Form
• Use positive, descriptive language that does 

not judge, blame, criticize or label. By describing 
your perceptions, thoughts and feelings, you com-
municate information instead of making others feel 
unworthy or flawed. Blaming, criticizing and label-
ing cause others to shut down or become defensive. 
Seeing the positive validates positive actions and mo-
tives in the other person, so they are more likely to 
hear your thoughts, feelings and needs. 

• Use “I” messages instead of “you” messag-
es. “You” messages communicate that the other per-
son is the focus of blame for the speaker’s discomfort 
and pain; this shuts the door on understanding and 
turns discussions into fights. “I” messages commu-
nicate self-knowledge, strength and the intention to 
share information.

A basic template for communicating “I” messages 
is “I feel ____ (feeling words) when you ____ (de-
scribe behaviors).” Using feeling words and describ-
ing behaviors are tactics that many experts recom-
mend for avoiding blame and judgment.

• Make your body language and your tone 
of voice relaxed and receptive. A harsh tone of 
voice, an angry frown or aggressive gestures can 
overpower a positive verbal message and appear 
threatening to your listeners. Since the majority of 
communication is nonverbal, be aware of what your 
loudness, tone of voice, gestures, posture and facial 
expression are saying, and focus on relaxing (tension 
is a signal of resistance), which signals you are open 
to their side of the conversation.

Message Meaning
• Be clear. Clearly state what behaviors you have 

observed and how that relates to your needs. If they 
do not realize what they are doing that is disrespect-
ful or hurtful to you (or others), they will be more 
likely to be able to hear and understand you, and con-
sider changing their behaviors if you can describe 
what they do clearly and objectively.

• Be as open and honest about your feelings 
and needs as possible. Expressing your feelings 
and needs is the best way to let others know where 
you are coming from and to help them get past their 
cognitive barriers and understand you. Information 
about feelings is important data about how a rela-

tionship is progressing and how it works for the 
people involved. Neither side deserves to be hurt or 
left out, or the relationship is not working and all in-
volved should work to correct things.

• Focus on strengths and positive character-
istics more than weaknesses. Positive reinforce-
ment is the most powerful change technique that 
we have, so we can help each other to be more em-
powered by making note of strengths and successes 
in each other, instead of criticizing and focusing on 
problems and difficulties. If your feedback attacks or 
otherwise forces things into a negative frame, they 
are likely to become defensive and resist hearing you. 
So work on creating a positive frame, with a goal to 
encourage others to move in a better direction.

Attitude Adjustments for Communication

Learning Attitude—Every misunderstanding 
and conflict is a chance to learn and develop 
better understandings of ourselves and others 

in our personal and work lives. While the main goal 
of communication is to connect and negotiate the 
terrain of living with others in the environment, you 
can use what you hear to gain a greater understand-
ing of your own habits and life direction. To do this 
means approaching every trouble in life with a learn-
ing attitude.

Listen for feedback that is repeated over time to 
discover your unhealthy patterns and habits. Any 
feedback that is repeated is a sign of something you 
are doing that you don’t see, and it tells you how your 
words and actions affect those you care about or bur-
den them with unreasonable expectations. 

When you’ve identified a problem, then you can 
begin examining how you might change. Having the 
strength to look at others’ feedback can help you 
avoid falling into the same communication disasters 
and give you more skills for facing the inevitable dif-
ficulties that relationships and life throw at us all.

It’s never too late. Remember, you can learn from 
your worst disaster or your dumbest mistake. The 
worse the disaster, the more you can learn and raise 
yourself above it. Remember the learning attitude, be-
cause mistakes are an excellent way to get yourself mo-
tivated to change patterns and try something different.

Gratitude—It is helpful to see that every interac-

Body, Mind 
& Spirit is 
a forum 
for sharing 
ideas and 
experi-
ences on all 
aspects of 

physical, mental and spiritual 
health and on how these inter-
sect. Readers, especially those 
with expertise in one or more 
of these disciplines, are invited 
to contribute and to respond. 
Write PO Box 191, Silver City, 
NM 88062, fax 534-4134 or 
email editor@desertexposure. 
com. The opinions expressed 
herein do not necessarily reflect 
the views of Desert Exposure 
or its advertisers, and are not 
intended to offer specific or 
prescriptive medical advice. 
You should always consult your 
own health professional before 
adopting any treatment or be-
ginning any new regimen. 
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tion and every relationship adds greater richness and 
depth to our lives. Someone cares enough about us to 
spend time sharing words, so whether those words 
are positive or negative, use them to better yourself. 

If there is anything positive about an interaction, 
be thankful. Be especially thankful to those who love 
you for their patience and caring. If the words are 
negative, strive to find something positive within 
them or in the intention of the speaker. Then thank 
yourself for being willing to learn from your mistakes 
and difficulty.

Patience—Changing any habit, especially com-
munication habits, requires patience. It take a great 
deal of focus to remember to say things differently, 
and generally we have to practice it several times to 
make a new habit stick. If you fall back on an old neg-
ative communication habit, just re-say it positively, 
even if the person you’re talking to is already gone. 
The point is to change your thinking patterns.

Dealing with what other people say also requires 
patience. They may have bad habits, or they may 
unintentionally say something that pushes your but-
tons, bringing up high levels of frustration. When that 
happens, just find some way to hold off, whether by 
taking a walk or merely keeping your mouth shut. 
Writing down what you want to say may also help 
you to cool down and think it over before blasting off 
the wrong words.

New Communication Choices

Choosing to change your communication habits 
can profoundly improve your life and relation-
ships. Since communication involves ingrained 

habits that have been with us for most of our lives, 

it is often tricky to start the change process. Try to 
remember the following recommendations: 

• Instead of trying to change someone, think 
about your responsibility for your own feelings and 
what you can do to take care of them. 

• Put what you want to say in respectful and posi-
tive words. 

• Give yourself some time to think it over and take 
a break (go for a walk), so you can calm down and 
make your message more considerate and balanced.

• Put your thoughts in writing and wait a day be-
fore reviewing them and deciding what should be said.

The point of communication is to make a con-
nection with others, and that requires having some 
understanding for who they are. This means not just 
hearing their words, but also having some idea of 
their needs, their feelings and their power goals (for 
the interaction). For healthy interactions, we must 
treat those we relate to as if they matter, show con-
cern for their well-being and respect them as a per-
son equal to ourselves.  k

Joanie V. Connors, PhD, is a counseling psycholo-
gist who specializes in interpersonal issues and 
trauma from an ecosystems perspective. She has 
a private practice in Silver City (phone 575-519-
0543) and teaches sociology as an adjunct faculty 

member at WNMU.

Body, Mind & Spirit • Juniper Bowers

Take Your Body Back!
Discover the gentle self-massage technique of Myssage.

Who hasn’t wished that you could reach 
those hard-to-reach sore spots, release ten-
sion and feel better in your body? Myssage, 

a new class being offered in Silver City, is that wish 
granted. Myssage is a self-massage technique using 
special balls, placed beneath the weight of the body. 
Gentle movements release muscle tension and soft-
en connective tissue.

Myssage is based on the principles used by Rich-
ard Rossiter in The Rossiter Way: Step Out of Pain. 
The Rossiter method is a two-person stretching tech-
nique in which the Rossiter coach steps or places 
the foot on the body, to create a gentle pressure on 
the tender areas around the joints where connective 
tissue joins muscle to bone and bone to bone. The 
person receiving the treatment then does a series of 
movements under pressure to soften the connective 
tissue or fascia.

This person receiving is called the “person in 
charge” or PIC. They are called the “person in charge” 
because they communicate to the coach when the 
pressure is on a tender spot and how much pressure 
they would like. They are also in control of the move-
ment under pressure. This feeling of being in charge 
is a very important distinction about Rossiter’s meth-
od because it places the control in the hand of the 
person receiving. In other words, they become an ac-
tive participant in their own healing.

I was trained as a Rossiter coach in 2010, and 
since beginning my practice I have been witness to 
the effectiveness of this technique. As time went by, 
I began to wish that I had someone to “step” on me! 
I have been learning and practicing different body-
movement modalities for 15 years. I am a certified 
yoga instructor; my special areas of interest are Acu-
Yoga, Feldenkrais and Brain Gym. The saying goes 
that “necessity is the mother of invention,” and from 
necessity, Myssage was my invention, created out of 
a combination of all of my influences and, of course, 
the basic principles of Rossiter. The Myssage formu-
la is Weight + Pressure + Movement = Relief.

Myssage works in a variety of ways to release 
muscle tension, everything from gentle 
rocking to pinpointing muscles, working 

deep within the joints on the ligament connections. 
It stimulates pressure points related to acupressure 
meridians, and softens the matrix of the fascia. The 

sensory nerves within the fascia become stimulated 
and the body’s communication with the brain is in-
creased.

Over all, it makes you feel better, gently and sim-
ply. You do not need to be a yogi or flexible. All levels 
of ability are equally able to experience the release. It 
is deep, and yet gentle. It is subtle and yet powerful.

Myssage is not only something to do when you 
are in pain, it is also preventive medicine. It will 
keep you from having pain and also give you the 
tools to go home and work with it whenever you 
like. It’s a great technique for when you travel, when 
you drive for long hours, or if your work includes 
repetitive motion.

No experience is necessary; once the principles 
are understood, much of the movement is intui-
tive. We all know what feels good when we feel it! 
The same empowered sense of being the “person in 
charge” is true of Myssage, as it is with Rossiter. You 
control your weight, you control your movement, 
and you place the balls where it feels good to you,

If your curiosity is piqued and you would like to 
see for yourself, feel free to attend the ongoing Mys-
sage class, held on Monday mornings from 10:30 
a.m.-12 p.m. at the Church of Harmony, 7th and Ar-
izona St. in Silver City. It’s a great way to start out 
the week. The first class is free. Classes are $8 with a 
punch card and $10 drop in.  k

Contact Juniper Bowers at 
dandjuniper@yahoo.com, (575) 536-3078.

Massage Therapy
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Silver City 
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Las Cruces

Acupuncture & Allergy Center

 575-654-0788

Appointments By Referral Only

AMOS L. LASH, M.D.
Specializing In Laser Surgery

Urology

1304 E. 32nd St., Silver City, NM
575-534-0556 • (fax) 575-534-9107

lashmd@yahoo.com

Affinity Counseling Center 

ANNE A. VEENSTRA, M.S.W. 
Licensed Independent Social Worker 

 

301 W. College Ave., Suite 12 
Silver City, New Mexico 88061 

License I-3059
(575) 388-0064

Short-term or Long-term Counseling for Depression, 
Anxiety, Trauma, Abuse, Loss

Specializing in Energy Psychotherapy

BARON DENTAL CLINIC
Complete Family Dentistry

Toll Free 1-877-443-7593 or 1-505-990-6047 • baron_dentalclinic@yahoo.com

Dr. Alejandro Baron L.
Dra. Yolanda Navarrete O.

U.A.C.J.

• Dental Implants
• Dentures
• Bridges
• Partials

• Root Canals

• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Porcelain and Gold Crowns

• Porcelain Fillings
• Extractions
• Cleanings

Free Transportation 
(from Columbus parking lot available)

OPEN
 Mon-Sat
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Body, Mind & Spirit • Linda B. White

Natural Eye Health
A healthy diet and lifestyle can improve your odds 

for seeing clearly as you age.

To navigate the world, we rely upon our sight 
more than any other sense. So it’s unfortunate 
that more than 3 million American adults suf-

fer from eye diseases such as cataracts, glaucoma, 
macular degeneration and retinopathy. A recent 
survey found that the prevalence of chronic eye dis-
eases in American adults increased more than 20% 
between 2002 and 2008—an upsurge driven in large 
part by an increase in diabetes, as well as the aging of 
the general population.

Some age-related eyesight changes happen uni-
versally, and therefore aren’t considered diseases. 
For instance, the loss of elasticity in the eye’s lens 
makes it difficult to focus on near objects. (We com-
pensate with reading glasses.) Common eye changes 
may also reduce night vision.

But four of the main causes of reduced or lost eye-
sight are these common eye diseases:

• Cataracts—opacities in the lens scatter incom-
ing light, leading to decreased visual acuity and glare

• Glaucoma—abnormally high pressure within 
the eye eventually leads to blindness

• Macular degeneration—deterioration in an 
area of the retina (light-sensing tissue) creates loss 
of vision in the center of the visual field, the part we 
use to read and recognize faces

• Diabetic retinopathy and hypertensive reti-
nopathy—widespread disease in the retina caused 
by diabetes and high blood pressure, respectively

These eye conditions usually occur later in life, 
after years of wear and tear. While genetics play a 
role—especially in macular degeneration—lifestyle 
factors can help preserve the health of our eyes. 
With wise habits and the right foods and supple-
ments, we can prevent or slow the progression of 
these diseases.

Insightful Habits

Our eyesight is affected by many of the same 
factors that affect overall health. To protect 
your eye health and ward off many eye dis-

eases, follow these general health tips:
• Wear sunglasses outside during the day. Ul-

traviolet light damages several structures in the eye. 
UV light penetrates clouds, so wear sunglasses on 
overcast days, as well.

• Avoid tobacco smoke. Smoking is the leading 
cause of preventable death, and it damages the eye 
by generating free radicals and escalating the risk of 
arterial disease.

• Protect the health of your heart and arter-
ies. High levels of triglycerides (blood fats), choles-
terol and blood pressure increase the risk of condi-
tions such as cataracts, hypertensive retinopathy and 
macular degeneration.

• Manage blood sugar. High blood sugar con-
tributes to cataracts and damages small arteries, 

including the delicate blood vessels in the retina, 
which leads to diabetic retinopathy.

• Keep your weight in a healthy zone. Being 
overweight can increase inflammation and elevate 
risk of high blood pressure, arterial disease and dia-
betes—all harmful to eye health.

Lifestyle solutions to these last three factors over-
lap: Regular physical activity and a varied, colorful, 
plant-based diet both help stave off cardiovascular 
disease, diabetes and being overweight. Plant fi-
ber slows absorption of cholesterol and sugar. And 
plants are full of antioxidant and anti-inflammatory 
chemicals. Studies show that the Mediterranean 
diet—centered around vegetables, fruits, whole 
grains, nuts, olive oil and fish—protects against cata-
racts and glaucoma in diabetics, a population at high 
risk for eye disease. Another study showed that eat-
ing at least three servings a day of antioxidant-rich 
vegetables reduced cataract risk.

Foods for Eye Health

While nearly all fruits and vegetables offer 
antioxidant value, certain foods are espe-
cially beneficial for the eyes.

Carotenoids are a class of antioxidants that seem 
to be particularly beneficial. Lu-
tein and zeaxanthin—two impor-
tant carotenoids—accumulate in 
the macula (the specialized cen-
tral area of the retina), and their 
yellow color allows them to filter 
out damaging blue and ultravio-
let light. Higher dietary intake of 
carotenoid-rich vegetables seems 
to protect against macular degen-
eration and cataracts. Kale is es-
pecially rich in lutein and zeaxan-
thin. Other good sources include 
other green leafy vegetables (spin-
ach, beet and turnip greens, col-
lards, mustard, Swiss chard and 
romaine lettuce), winter squash, 
okra, broccoli, Brussels sprouts, 
green peas, pumpkins and carrots.

Flavonoids, in particular an-
thocyanins, are another impor-
tant group of plant chemicals 
beneficial to eye health. These 
potent antioxidants and blood-
vessel strengtheners are respon-
sible for the blue, purple and ruby 

A researcher examines a retina with diabetic eye 
disease. (Photo: National Eye Institute, National 
Institutes of Health)
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Quaker Meeting
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Sundays 10-11 a.m.

Meets most every Saturday 
at 1:00 P.M. in Silver City. 
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blooming-lotus-sangha@googlegroups.com

“Mindfulness lets Experience be the Teacher”

Blooming Lotus Meditation Group

Mindfulness! 
Living each moment in full awareness 

of breath, thought and feelings.

In the tradition of Thich Nhat Hanh
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PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES
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575-534-4084
300 W. Yankie St. | P.O. Box 2036
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pigments in berries. Top sources include bilberries, 
blackberries, blueberries, huckleberries, pomegran-
ate, cherries, elderberries, cranberries and eggplant.

Eating fish twice a week also benefits eye health, 
as the retina requires the omega-3 fatty acids eicos-
apentaenoic (EPA) and docosahexaenoic (DHA) 
contained in oily fish. Studies show that people who 
consume more fish have a 38% reduction in macu-
lar degeneration. Some excellent fish options that 
are high in omega-3s—yet responsibly fished and 
low in toxic mercury—include Alaskan wild salmon, 
arctic char (farmed or wild-caught), Atlantic mack-
erel, Pacific sardines, Alaskan or British Columbian 
sablefish (or black cod) and oysters (farmed). To 
learn more about sustainable fishing practices and 
healthy fish, visit the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Sea-
food Watch site (www.montereybayaquarium.org/cr/
seafoodwatch.aspx).

Herbs for Eye Health

Herbs also may help preserve our vision. An-
thocyanins, thought to affect light receptors 
in the eye, are found in black currant. In one 

study, an extract of black currant sped the ability to 
adapt to the dark and reduced eye fatigue. Bilberry 
is an anthocyanin-rich European native. Research 
shows bilberry extracts may help defend against 
cataracts and glaucoma, and improve diabetic and 
hypertensive retinopathy. Mirtogenol (a product 
combining standardized bilberry extract with pycno-
genol, an extract of French maritime pine bark) was 
shown to improve blood flow and reduce pressure 
within the eye, suggesting it may help fight glaucoma. 
Pycnogenol alone may also slow the progression of 
retinopathy caused by diabetes or arterial disease.

Green tea also has great potential for eye health. In 
addition to its protective effects against 
diabetes and heart disease, green 
tea extract defends against dam-
age to the lens (where cataracts 
form) and retina. Enjoy one to 
two cups of green tea a day.

Ginkgo improves blood 
flow to the retina. Preliminary 
research indicates that 
a concentrated 
ginkgo leaf ex-
tract improves 
vision in people 
with glaucoma.

Cannabis is 
a chemically 
complex plant. 
More than three decades ago, scientists showed that 
smoking its leaves decreased eye pressure in people 
with glaucoma. However, it also decreased blood 
flow to the optic nerve (the bundle of nerve fibers 
carrying sensory information to the brain for further 
processing).

Interested in reaping the medical benefits without 
incurring the intoxicating side effects, researchers 
have examined the use of cannabinoids (marijuana’s 
active ingredients) in reducing eye pressure. Prod-
ucts that deliver the cannabinoids via eye drops are 
in development.

Turmeric powder, a key ingredient in curry, gets 
its yellow color from curcumin, a powerful anti-in-

flammatory and antioxidant substance. Researchers 
are optimistic about curcumin’s ability to combat a 
number of disorders, including glaucoma and macu-
lar degeneration. Turmeric has so many additional 
potential health benefits—among them fighting can-
cer and the inflammation that can cause joint pain—
that it’s worth your while to make liberal use of this 
culinary spice.

Supplements for Eye Health

While it’s normally more effective to obtain 
nutrients from foods, supplements that 
blend antioxidant vitamins and minerals 

may help prevent and manage age-related eye diseas-
es. A large trial called the Age-Related Eye Disease 
Study (AREDS) found that six years of supplementa-
tion with vitamin C (500 mg) and vitamin E (400 IU), 
beta-carotene (15 mg) and zinc (80 mg) significantly 
reduced the odds for progression of macular degen-
eration. Studies of shorter duration did not produce 
such benefits. A new followup study recently recom-
mended substituting lutein (10 mg) and zeaxanthin 
(2 mg) for beta-carotene, which can increase lung-
cancer risk in smokers. The AREDS formula also 
includes copper (2 mg as cupric oxide), to prevent 
copper deficiency anemia, a condition associated 
with high levels of zinc intake.

B vitamins also protect the eye. Several studies 
support the use of vitamin B6, vitamin B12 and fo-
lic acid. Likewise, thiamine (B1), niacin (B3) and ri-
boflavin (B2) protect against cataracts. Rather than 
supplement solely with these B vitamins, take a B 
supplement or a multivitamin and mineral blend for-
mulated for eye health.

Higher dietary intake of antioxi-
dants, zinc and omega-3 fatty acids 

may decrease risk of developing 
macular degeneration in those 
at high genetic risk. But the 

research is less clear 
for whether antiox-
idant supplemen-

tation prevents 
or slows the 
progression of 

cataracts. Some 
researchers note 

that, to prevent cata-
racts, antioxidant supple-

ments need to 
be started be-
fore the age of 
50.

For people at risk for eye diseases, fish oil supple-
ments, which contain DHA and EPA, may have merit. 
DHA helps maintain the retina’s function with age. 
Fish oil also reduces symptoms of dry eye, which is 
especially common in women. The recent AREDS2 
study, however, was negative on omega-3 supple-
mentation. k

Excerpted from Mother Earth Living. To read 
more articles from Mother Earth Living, please 
visit www.MotherEarthLiving.com or call (800) 
340-5846 to subscribe. Copyright 2013 by Ogden 

Publications Inc.

Kale is high in lutein and xeathanthin, thought to protect eye health. 
(Photo: Evan-Amos)
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Sundays
ArCHAeoloGy SoCiety—First Sun. 

of every month, field trip. 536-3092, 
whudson43@yahoo.com.

BeAd SoCiety—1 p.m. Alotta Gelato 
388-1362.

BinGo—1st and 2d Sun. Doors open 
12:30 p.m., games start 1:35 p.m. 
Benefits Salvation Army and Post 18 
charities. American Legion Post 18, 409 
W. College Ave. 534- 0780

HoliStiC PreSentAtionS—11 a.m. 
PeaceMeal Coop Deli. 534-9703

PrAyer And Study in tHe eAStern 
ortHodox trAdition—Sunset. The-
otokos Retreat Center, 5202 Hwy. 152, 
Santa Clara. 537-4839, theotokos@
zianet.com.

Mondays
A CourSe in mirACleS—6:30 p.m., 

600 N. Hudson. Information, 534-9172 
or 534-1869.

AArP CHAPter #1496—Third 
Monday. 12:30 p.m. Senior Center, 
205 W. Victoria. Contact Marcia Fisch, 
388-1298

AArP widowed PerSonS—Second 
Mondays. 11 a.m. Glad Tidings Church. 
Contact Sally, 537-3643.

Al-Anon—12:05 p.m. First Presby-
terian Church, 1915 Swan, Silver City. 
Contact Valerie, 313-2561.

Art ClASS—-9-10:45 a.m. Silver 
City Senior Citizen Center. Beginners to 
advanced. Contact Jean 519-2977.

Gentle yoGA—5:30-7 p.m. First 
Church of Harmony, 609 Arizona  St., 
Becky Glenn, (404) 234-5331.

PinG PonG—5:30-7 p.m. Grant 
County Convention Center. Beginners 
7-8 p.m.

Silver City SQuAreS—Dancing 
7-9 p.m. Presbyterian Church, 1915 
N. Swan St. Kay, 388-4227, or Linda, 
534-4523.

tAi CHi for Better BAlAnCe—1 
p.m., Senior Center. Call Lydia Moncada 
to register, 534-0059.

Tuesdays
AlCoHoliCS AnonymouS—Men’s 

group, 7 a.m. Unitarian Fellowship Hall. 
3845 N. Swan. Jerry, 534-4866.

AlzHeimer’S/dementiA SuPPort— 
1st Tues. 1:30 p.m. Senior Center. 
Margaret, 388-4539.

BAyArd HiStoriC mine tour—  2nd 
Tuesday. Meet at Bayard City Hall, 800 
Central Ave., by 9:30 a.m. $5 fee cov-
ers two-hour bus tour of historic mines 
plus literature and map; call 537-3327 
for reservation.

ComPASSionAte friendS—4th 
Tuesday. 6:30 p.m. Support for those 
who’ve lost a child. Episcopal Church, 
Parish Hall, 7th and Texas St. Charlene 
Mitchell, 534-1134.

fiGure/model drAwinG—4-6 p.m. 
Contact Sam, 388-5583.

GilA writerS—6:30 p.m. Gila 
Regional Medical Center Conference 
Room, 1313 E. 32nd St. Trish Heck, 
pheck@grmc.org, 538-4072 .

KiwAniS CluB—Noon. Red Barn, 
708 Silver Heights Blvd., 590-0540.

loS ComAdreS CAnCer SuPPort 
GrouP—1st Tues. 6 p.m. Business and 
Conference Center, 3031 Hwy. 180 E. 
(next to Ace). 388-1198 ext. 10.

reiKi CirCle—First Tuesday of the 

month, 6:30 p.m. 2035 Little Walnut. 
Treatment for those in need of healing. 
Vicki, 388-8114, or Virginia, 388-
4870.

Slow flow yoGA—11:30 a.m. 
5:30-7 p.m. First Church of Harmony, 
609 Arizona  St., Becky Glenn, (404) 
234-5331.

SoCiAl ServiCeS—Noon. Red Barn, 
707 Silver Heights Blvd. 538-5666.

teA PArty PAtriotS—2nd and 4th 
Tues. 6 p.m. Red Barn Steakhouse, 708 
Silver Heights Blvd. 388-4143.

Wednesdays
ArCHAeoloGy SoCiety—Third Weds. 

of every month. Oct.-Nov., Jan.-April 7 
p.m. Silver City Women’s Club. Summers 
6 p.m. location TBA. 536-3092, whud-
son43@yahoo.com.

BACK Country HorSemen—2nd 
Weds. 6 p.m. Gila Regional Medical 
Center Conference Room. Subject to 
change. 574-2888.

BAyArd Al-Anon—6:30 p.m. Santa 
Clara Senior Center, 107 East St., Santa 
Clara. 537-3141.

CurBSide ConSultinG—Free for 
nonprofits. 9 a.m.-noon. Wellness 
Coalition, 409 N. Bullard, Lisa Jimenez, 
534-0665, ext. 232, lisa@wellnesscoali-
tion.org,

food AddiCtS AnonymouS 
women’S GrouP—6:30 p.m. 1000 N 
Hudson St., 519-1070. 

GrAnt County demoCrAtiC PArty—
2nd Weds. Potluck at 5:30 p.m., meet-
ing at 6:30 p.m. Sen. Howie Morales’ 
building, 3060 E. Hwy. 180.

GrouP meditAtion—5:30 p.m., A 
Daily Practice, 104 N. Texas St. 388-
2425.

lAdieS Golf ASSoCiAtion—8 a.m. 
tee time. Silver City Golf Course. 

PflAG—(Parents, Families and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays) 1st Weds. 
5:30 p.m. Sparks Clinic, 1000 N. Hud-
son. 590-8797.

PinG PonG—5:30-7 p.m. Grant 
County Convention Center. Beginners 
7-8 p.m.

ProStAte CAnCer SuPPort GrouP—
3rd Weds. 6:30 p.m. Gila Regional 
Medical Center Conference Room. 388-
1198 ext. 10.

rePuBliCAn PArty of GrAnt 
County—Third Weds. 6 p.m. Red Barn.

trAumAtiC BrAin inJury SuPPort 
GrouP—3:30-5 p.m. All-Purpose Room, 
Billy Casper Wellness Center, Hudson 
St. & Hwy. 180. James, 537-2429, or 
Danita, 534-9057.

Thursdays
ArtS AnonymouS—5:30 p.m. Art-

ists Recovering through the Twelve Steps. 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, 3845 
N. Swan St. 534-1329.

CAnCer SuPPort GrouP—1st Thurs. 
6 p.m. Gila Regional Medical Center 
Board Room. 388-1198 ext. 10.

CArdiAC SuPPort GrouP—3rd 
Thurs. 4 p.m. Grant County Business and 
Conference Center, 3031 Hwy180E, 
590-2578.

de-StreSSinG meditA-
tionS—12-12:45 p.m. New Church 
of the SW Desert, 1302 Bennett St. 
313-4087.

GrAnt County rollinG StoneS 
Gem And minerAl SoCiety—2nd Thurs. 

6 p.m. Senior Center, 204 W. Victoria 
St. Kyle, 538-5706. 

HAtHA yoGA—5:30 p.m. First 
Church of Harmony, 609 Arizona St. 
Lori Zitzmann.

HiStoriC mininG diStriCt & tour-
iSm meetinG—Second Thurs. 10 a.m. 
Bayard Community Center, 290 Hurley 
Ave., Bayard. 537-3327.

KundAlini yoGA—5:30 p.m. A 
Daily Practice, 104 N. Texas, 388-2425.

ProGreSSive PilAteS—5:30-6:30 
p.m., 315 N. Bullard, 2d fl. 519-8948.

toPS—5 p.m. 1st Presbyterian 
Church, 1915 Swan, 538-9447.

women’S CAnCer SuPPort 
GrouP—1st Thurs. 6-7 p.m. GRMC 
Conference Room, 1313 E. 32nd St. 
388-1198, ext. 10.

vinyASA flow yoGA—11:30 a.m  
First Church of Harmony, 609 Arizona  
St., Becky Glenn, (404) 234-5331.

yoGA ClASS—Free class taught 
by Colleen Stinar. 1-2 p.m. Episcopal 
Church fellowship hall, 7th and Texas.

Fridays
KundAlini yoGA—Noon. A Daily 

Practice, 104 N. Texas St.
overeAterS AnonymouS—6 p.m. 

Gila Regional Medical Center confer-
ence room. 313-9400.

Silver City womAn’S CluB—2d 
Fri., 10:30 a.m., lunch 12 p.m. 411 
Silver Heights Blvd. 538-3452.

tAizé—2d Friday. Service of prayer, 
songs, scripture readings and quiet con-
templation. 6:30 p.m. Episcopal Church 
of the Good Shepherd, 538-2015.

woodCArvinG CluB—2d and 4th 
Fridays except holidays. 1 p.m. Senior 
Center. 313-1518.

youtH SPACe—5:30-10 p.m. Loud 
music, video games, chill out. Satellite/
Wellness Coalition.

Saturdays
AlCoHoliCS AnonymouS BeGin-

nerS—6 p.m. Lions Club, 8th & Bullard 
(entrance at Big Ditch behind Domino’s). 
Newcomers and seasoned members 
welcome.

AlzHeimer’S/dementiA SuPPort— 
10 a.m.-noon. Gila Regional Medical 
Center Conference Room. Margaret, 
388-4539.

BloominG lotuS meditAtion—1 
p.m. Details: 313-7417, blooming-lotus-
sangha@googlegroups.com.

douBle feAture BloCKBuSter meGA 
Hit movie niGHt—5:30-11 pm. Satel-
lite/Wellness Coalition.

eveninG PrAyer in tHe eAStern or-
tHodox trAdition—5 p.m. Theotokos 
Retreat Center, 5202 Hwy. 152, Santa 
Clara. 537-4839, theotokos@zianet.
com.

KidS BiKe ride—10 a.m., Bikeworks, 
815 E. 10th St. Dave Baker, 590-2166.

nArCotiCS AnonymouS—6 p.m. 
New 180 Club, 1661 Hwy. 180 E.

SAdHAnA morninG PrAyer, meditA-
tion, yoGA—Last Sat. 5-7 a.m. A Daily 
Practice, 104 N. Texas, 388-2425.

SPinninG GrouP—1st Sat., 1-3 
p.m. Yada Yada Yarn, 614 N. Bullard, 
388-3350.

vinyASA flow yoGA—10 a.m. All 
levels. First Church of Harmony, 609 
Arizona  St., Becky Glenn, (404) 234-
5331. k

Body, Mind & Spirit

Grant County Weekly Events
Support groups, classes and more.

Abundance Therapeutics Studio
has moved to 310 W. 6th Street 

to the new NMCNH Integrative Health & Wellness Center

575-388-2098 • martha@abundancetherapeutics.com Martha K. Everett, LMT
certi�ed Qigong Facilitator

has moved to 310 W. 6th Street has moved to 310 W. 6th Street 
to the new NMCNH Integrative Health & Wellness Center

575-388-2098 • martha@abundancetherapeutics.com

July Class Schedule
Monday —Qi 5-6pm

Tuesday —Qi 12-1pm, 
 QST 5:30-6:30pm

Wednesday —Qi 8-9am
Thursday  —QST 12-1pm

 Qi 6:30-7:30 
Friday —QST 7-8am

Abundance Therapeutics Studio
has moved to 310 W. 6th Street has moved to 310 W. 6th Street 

to the new NMCNH Integrative Health & Wellness Centerto the new NMCNH Integrative Health & Wellness Center

575-388-2098 • martha@abundancetherapeutics.com Martha K. Everett, LMT
certi�ed Qigong Facilitator

has moved to 310 W. 6th Street has moved to 310 W. 6th Street 
to the new NMCNH Integrative Health & Wellness Center

575-388-2098 • martha@abundancetherapeutics.com

July Class Schedule

 QST 5:30-6:30pm
—Qi 8-9am

—QST 12-1pm

July Workshops
Monthly Breath Empowerment

Connect with your inner warrior 
through the power of your own breath!

Sat. July 13th, 10am-12noon $20

Monthly 9-Breath Prayer Circle  
Learn the powerful 9-Breath Method and 

send out love and healing in our circle!
Sat. July 20th, 11am-12:30pm $10

First class always FREE • 5 classes for $35 or $50 unlimited Qi monthly pass

Offering Slow, Flowing Qigong and Qigong Strength Training

Office Closed 
Mon., July 1—Thurs., July 4

Reflexology
Professional Foot Massage

Profound Relaxation

Malika Crozier, C.R.
575-534-9809

By appointment...Silver City, NM
malikacrozier@gmail.com

Young Living Essential Oils Independent Dist. #2107
Compliments all Healing Modalities

Feet First
for Fitness

Richard Nicastro, Ph.D.
Licensed Psychologist

Specializing in Marital & Couple’s Issues:
Increase Harmony, Deepen Trust & Intimacy,  

Reduce Con�ict, Heal from an A�air.

(575) 915-2601
Phone and Skype sessions available

Relationship Center of New Mexico
1060 South Main St., Las Cruces, NM 88005 

www.StrengthenYourRelationship.com ©DE

NM Lic# 4096

MAGGIE KNOX
Licensed Massage Therapist

Time-Out Massage
526 Hwy 180 West • Silver City, NM

575-534-9702
Deep Therapeutic Massage

Swedish and Neuromuscular Therapy
Gift Certificates Available

Compassion
Is a well 

From which good

Springs forth
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Hotel rooms make my fingers sticky. Not in 
the way that requires buckets of Lysol and 
a wire brush to rectify, but more in the way 

that things that aren’t necessarily my property seem 
to wind up in my suitcase. When the indifferent per-
son at the hotel’s front desk shows the exceedingly 
poor judgment to hand me a room key, I immediately 
begin to strategize precisely how many items are 
considered complimentary. 

Of course, all the toiletries are fair game, and 
the innkeeper knows this. That’s why they give you 
tiny little bottles 
of mystery sham-
poo that probably 
cost 16 cents each. 
Even though there 
are no listed ingre-
dients on the itty-
bitty bottles and 
they probably con-
tain benzene and 
roach eggs, every-
body swipes those. 
In fact, I think most 
people make a 
clean sweep of the 
bathroom counter, 
brushing the tiny paper-wrapped 
soaps, fun-size vials of hand lotion 
and little ampules of hair condi-
tioner into their toiletry pouch. 
Some people consider that living 
dangerously; I call it a good start. 

If you stay in the better hotels, 
you’ll find way more complimen-
tary items. Small sewing kits, ball 
point pens with the lodging’s logo 
embossed in contrasting ink, and 
itsy-bitsy notepads are always 
handy to have around, especially 
if you need to leave a note explaining why you sewed 
a ball point pen to something. Chain hotels are also 
pretty generous about installing wee little coffee-
makers in their rooms these days, and they little 
coffee packets and teabags that are all yours. Plus, 
you can augment your new caffeinated booty with all 
the little sugar and creamer packets, too. Dump the 
whole mess in your suitcase; it’s yours. 

Cheap hotels are more of a challenge. The cyni-
cism of their owners is discouraging, as they pre-
emptively bolt, screw or nail down anything that’s 
not assumed to be included with your rent. In fact, 
these rooms are usually intentionally furnished with 
things even the most avaricious guest doesn’t want: 
elephantine tube televisions, starving-artist prints of 
generic seashores, and red-LED clock radios.

However, there are value-added items available 
even in these most Spartan of lodgings. You can fill up 
your ice chest when nobody’s looking, even if there’s 
a sign that says not to do it (more of a guideline than 
a hard-and-fast rule). If you time it right, you can find 
the maid’s cart unattended in the hallway when she’s 
stealing some other guest’s jewelry, and you can load 
up on tiny soaps, towels and toilet paper.

It’s the classy hotels that confuse me: It’s hard to 
discern between what’s fair game and what might 
be blatant larceny. Those fuzzy white robes hang-

ing in the bathroom would be missed, right? And 

what about those universal slippers in the little plas-
tic baggie? I’m pretty sure the TV isn’t included, even 
it it’s not bolted down with battleship-grade hard-
ware, but what about the bottles of spring water? If 
they don’t have a card on them saying they will cost 
slightly less than a used car if you consume them, I 
think they’re on the house.  

One of my favorite hotel favors, and one that 
has generated much theological discourse in my 
august circles, are the books of faith supplied in 
the nightstand. Whether it’s a King James Bible 

courtesy of our 
crusading friends, 
the Gideons, or 
a more niche-
oriented Book of 
Mormon left for 
the guest’s spiri-
tual enlighten-
ment, these make 
fine parting gifts. 
Whenever I share 
a room with a trav-
eling companion, I 
take great pains 
to hide in their 
luggage whatever 

book of faith is supplied. The 
gratitude the recipient expresses 
the next day upon discovery of 
their new celestial reference can 
be amazingly moving, if not fully 
appreciated.

My son has at least seven 
Books of Mormon now thanks to 
the humbly assisted generosity 
of the proselytizing crusaders. 
I have been criticized for dis-
tributed books of holy material 
in such a way, but really, who 

needs a Bible more than a person that would lift a 
Bible? Plus, it gives the Gideons something to do 
and it seems to make them happy. Bonus. 

I am not a common criminal, though. I won’t 
stuff towels, showerheads or remote controls in my 
baggage. (Who steals remote controls? Seriously.) 
Pillows, light bulbs, or cabinet hardware tend to 
wind up on your charge card, and that’s a real buzz-
kill. Instead, I like to apply creative license to my 
tacit rental agreement and help decide what is clas-
sified as a “consumable” and what is categorized as 
“inventory.”

If you are the owner of a hotel, I profoundly 
apologize for my antisocial behavior, but you 
shouldn’t judge me. In fact, you’re welcome for the 
insight into the pea-brain of a kleptomaniac guest. 
When you see my name in the police blotter for 
petty larceny, you’ll know I went too far. I can only 
resist the siren song of the free toilet seat for so 
long. k

When not staying in hotels, 
Henry Lightcap lives in Las 

Cruces.

Henry Lightcap’s Journal • Henry Lightcap

Hotel Klepto
If it’s not nailed down, it’s included with the room, right?

6

Paul E. Galbraith, LISW/LCSW
Ph. 575-654-0812
Fax 575-538-4355

 SWCounseling@hotmail.com

�erapist ~ Adolescents & Adults

Southwest Counseling
204A West Markeet Street

Silver City, NM 88061

A Licensed Independent & Clinical Social Worker

If you time it right, you 
can find the maid’s cart 

unattended in the 
hallway when she’s 
stealing some other 

guest’s jewelry, and load 
up on tiny soaps, towels 

and toilet paper.

(575) 531-0124

SINCE
1970

506 West 13th Street, Silver City, NM
 (Virginia & 13th)

575-388-8858

Dr. Paul Stuetzer, PH.D., DOM, Physician

Acupuncture, Homeopathic & Naturopathic Medicine
Specializing in: Pain Relief, Migraine Headaches, 
Allergies, Immune System Disorders and 
Injection Therapy (Biopuncture).

 • National & State Licensure
 • 30 years experience

Provider for Blue Cross and Blue Shield Of NM 
Workers’ Comp and other Health Insurance Plans

©DE

For a free brochure & samples 
call 877-833-3740

www.udderdelight.com

A�ordable natural skin care!
Rich moisturizing 
goat milk soaps,
lotions & creams

100% Angus Beef
Grass-fed, hormone- and steroid-free
Heartstone Angus, LLC, has provided beef for its family and 
friends for years.  We are now making available to the public 
the opportunity to purchase half and quarter beefs from us.  
If you are looking for a way to purchase Angus grass-fed 
beef that has had no hormones, steroids, and no 
unnecessary use of antibiotics, please call us.

(575) 313-4028 • cbarranch575@gmail.com

Artist: 
Wm. K. 

Featheringill

(575) 534-2646
810 N. Bullard

Silver City, NM 88061

World Class Tattoo
State of the Art Tattoo studio and sterilization

Custom, Free Hand, Fine Line Black and Grey, Restoration,
Cover-ups, Tribal, Religious, Oriental, Lettering

NEW MEXICO STATE LICENSED

Burro Mountain Horsemanship
Here to help you with your Equine needs!
• Short-term or vacation boarding
• Confidence building for you 
   and your horse

575-313-3032  dana@aznex.net
www.burromountainhorsemanship.com
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Red or Green
Southwest New Mexico’s best restaurant guide.

Red or Green? is Desert Exposure’s guide to 
dining in southwest New Mexico. The listings 
here—a sampling of our complete and recently 

completely updated guide online at www.desertexpo-
sure.com—include some of our favorites and restau-
rants we’ve recently reviewed. We emphasize non-na-
tional-chain restaurants with sit-down, table service .

With each listing, we include a brief categorization 
of the type of cuisine plus what meals are served: 
B=Breakfast; L=Lunch; D=Dinner. Unless otherwise 
noted, restaurants are open seven days a week. Call 
for exact hours, which change frequently. All phone 
numbers are area code 575 except as specified. We 
also note with a star (*) restaurants where you can 
pick up copies of Desert Exposure.

If we’ve recently reviewed a restaurant, you’ll find 

a brief capsule of our review and a notation of which 
issue it originally appeared in. Stories from all back 
issues of Desert Exposure from January 2005 on are 
available on our Web site.

Though every effort has been made to make 
these listings complete and up-to-date, errors and 
omissions are inevitable and restaurants may make 
changes after this issue goes to press. That’s why we 
urge you to help us make Red or Green? even better. 
Drop a note to Red or Green? c/o Desert Exposure, 
PO Box 191, Silver City, NM 88062, fax 534-4134, or 
email updates@red-or-green.com.

Remember, these print listings represent only 
highlights. You can always find the complete, updat-
ed Red or Green? guide online at www.desertexpo-
sure.com. Bon appétit!

GRANT COUNTY
Silver City

AdoBe SPrinGS CAfé, 1617 Silver 
Heights Blvd., 538-3665. “Under new 
ownership and refocusing on what has 
made it a longtime Silver City favor-
ite: excellent breakfasts and lunches.” 
(April 2011) Breakfast items, burgers, 
sandwiches: Mon.-Thur. B L, Sat. & Sun. 
B L D.*

AlottA GelAto, 619 N. Bullard St., 
534-4995. Gelato, desserts and hot 
drinks: All day.*

ASiAn Buffet, 1740 Hwy. 180E, 
388-0777. “A boundless buffet that 
would satisfy the Mongol hordes.” (April 
2010) Chinese, Thai, Malaysian, sushi: 
L D.

Billy’S BBQ And wood-fired 
PizzA, Hwy 180E, 388-1367. “A 
freewheeling mixture of barbequed ribs 
and brisket, freshly made pasta, Cajun 
catfish, seared Ahi tuna, authentic Greek 
gyros, and pizzas baked in a wood-
fired oven and featuring a wide range of 
innovative toppings.” (November 2010) 
Barbecue, pizza, gyros, pasta: Tues.-Fri. 
D. Sat.-Sun. L D. Italian nights Weds., 
Sat.*

BryAn’S Pit BArBeCue, Mimbres 
Valley Self Storage and RV Park, (660) 
247-3151 or (660) 247-3160. “Authen-
tic Southern-style barbecue.…. Brisket, 
pork ribs, chicken and sausage dinners, 
pulled pork and chopped brisket sand-
wiches.” (August 2010). Now also BBQ 
tenderloin and smoked turkey. Barbecue: 
L D.

CAfé oSo Azul At BeAr mountAin 
lodGe, 60 Bear Mountain Ranch Road, 
538-2538. “Bear Mountain Lodge 
blends food, art and natural beauty into 
a memorable experience that pleases all 
the senses.… The menu changes daily, 
with entrées that are always imaginative 
and tasty—comfort food in a form that 
most of our mothers would never have 
thought of producing.” (March 2011) 
Weekend brunch, weekday L by reserva-
tion only.*

CHineSe PAlACe, 1010 Highway 
180E, 538-9300. “All the food is 
cooked to order. This means that not 
only does every dish arrive at the table 
freshly cooked and steaming, but also 
that you can tailor any dish to suit your 
taste.” (October 2012) Chinese: Mon.-
Fri. L D.

CourtyArd CAfé, Gila Regional 
Medical Center, 538-4094. American: B 
L, with special brunch Sundays.*

CuriouS KumQuAt, 111 E. College 
Ave., 534-0337. “A hotspot of modern 
culinary innovation. Lunch features 
soups, salads and sandwiches. Dinners 
are elaborate, imaginative, exotic five-
course culinary creations. Entrées always 
include vegetarian and vegan options… 
plus others determined by what local 
ranchers have available.” (July 2010) 
Contemporary: Mon. L, Tues.-Sat. L D.*

deliGHtful Blend, 3030 N. Pinos 
Altos Road, 388-2404. Coffeeshop.

diAne’S reStAurAnt, 510 N. Bul-
lard St., 538-8722. “As they serve 
Diane’s fresh, inventive dishes, the 
staff will make you subtly aware you 
are indeed enjoying a big-city-caliber 
dining experience—without the least 
bit of snootiness to detract from the fact 
that you are, nonetheless, in small-town 
New Mexico.” (Sept. 2007) Homemade 

American, Euro and Pacific Rim: Tues.-
Sat. L D, Sun. D only, weekend brunch, 
catering.

diAne’S BAKery & deli, The Hub, 
Suite A, Bullard St., 534-9229. “Top-
notch pastries in the morning, deli 
lunch or…dinner. . . Diane’s new Deli 
has it all—to go!” (Sept. 2007) Artisan 
breads, sandwiches, deli, baked goods: 
B L D.*

don JuAn’S BurritoS, 418 Silver 
Heights Blvd., 538-5440. Mexican: B L.

drifter PAnCAKe HouSe, 711 Silver 
Heights Blvd., 538-2916. Breakfast, 
American: B L, breakfast served through-
out.

eAt your HeArt out, 800 W. 
Market, 313-9005. Catering. *

GAllo Pinto, 901 N. Hudson St., 
597-3663. Mexican: B L D. 

Gil-A BeAnS, 1304 N. Bennett St. 
Coffeeshop.*

Golden StAr, 1602 Silver Heights 
Blvd., 388-2323. “If you sometimes long 
for the guilty pleasures of the Chinese 
food served at a mall food court—think 
Panda Express—or just want your 
wontons without waiting, there’s good 
news…. Normal appetites will find the 
three-item combo tough to finish, so 
plan on leftovers whether you’re eating 
in or taking out. All of it’s plenty tasty, 
and you can enjoy it just like in the food 
court.” (February 2007) Chinese: L D.

GrAndmA’S CAfé, 900 Silver Heights 
Blvd., 388-2627. American, Mexican: 
B L.*

Grinder mill, 403 W. College Ave., 
538-3366. Mexican: B L D.*

HeAltHy eAtS, 303 E. 13th St., 
534-9404. Sandwiches, burritos, salads, 
smoothies: L.

JAliSCo CAfé, 100 S. Bullard St., 
388-2060. “The Mexican restaurant 
where you take out-of-town guests…. 
Jalisco’s massive menu goes well beyond 
the traditional combination plates, 
though it has those, too.” (December 
2007) Mexican: Mon.-Sat. L D.

JAvA tHe Hut, 611-A N. Bullard St., 
534-4103. Espresso and coffeeshop: 
Mon.-Sat.*

JAvAlinA Coffee HouSe, 201 N. Bul-
lard St., 388-1350. Coffeehouse.*

Kountry KitCHen, 1505 N. Hudson 
St., 388-4512. Mexican: Mon.-Sat. B L 
early D, Sun. B only.*

lA CoCinA reStAurAnt, 201 W. Col-
lege Ave., 388-8687. Mexican: L D.

lA fAmiliA, 503 N. Hudson St., 388-
4600. Mexican: Tues.-Sun. B L D.*

lA mexiCAnA, Hwy. 180E and 
Memory Lane, 534-0142. “Carrying 
on the legacy of unpretentious but tasty 
and authentic Mexican food estab-
lished many years ago at the family’s 
restaurant in Chihuahua.” (April 2013) 
Mexican and American: B L, closed Tues.
Lion’s Den, 208 W. Yankie, 654-0353. 
Coffeeshop.

mASA y mAS tortilleriA, Suite 
C-The Hub Plaza, (505) 670-8775. 
Tortillas, tacos, chimichangas, burritos, 
enchiladas, menudo, tamales and more. 
Mexican: Mon.-Sat. B L.*

mexiCo vieJo, Hwy. 90 and 
Broadway. “A remarkably extensive 
menu for a small roadside food vending 
stand, and the dishes are not what one 
normally finds in other Mexican restau-
rants.” (July 2013) Mexican food stand: 
Mon.-Sat. B L early D.

mi CASitA, 2340 Bosworth Dr., 
538-5533. New Mexican cuisine: Mon.-
Thurs. L, Fri. L D.

millie’S BAKe HouSe, 215 W. 
Yankie, 597-2253. “The food is oven-
fresh and innovative.” (November 2012) 
Soup, salads, sandwiches, baked goods: 
Tues.-Sat. *

nAnCy’S Silver CAfé, 514 N. Bul-
lard St., 388-3480. Mexican: Mon.-Sat. 
B L D.

tHe PArlor At diAne’S, 510 N. 
Bullard St., 538-8722. Beer and wine 
bar, sandwiches, light bites: Tues.-Sun. 
afternoons.

PeACe meAl Burrito BAr, The Hub, 
6th and Bullard, 388-0106. “Slow-roast-
ed beef, pork and chicken options in 
addition to vegetarian and vegan fare… 
with a commitment to provide food that 
is organic and healthy.” (January 2013) 
Chipotle-style burrito bar: Weds.-Mon. 
L early D.*

Pretty Sweet emPorium, 312 N. 
Bullard St., 388-8600. Dessert, ice 
cream: Mon.-Sat.*

Q’S SoutHern BiStro And Brewery, 
101 E. College Ave., 534-4401. “Q’s 
Southern Bistro has found its niche and 
honed its ‘elevated pub’ menu to excel-
lence to serve its fun-loving, casual din-
ing crowd.” (October 2010) American, 
steaks, barbecue, brewpub: Mon.-Sat. 
L D.

red BArn, 708 Silver Heights Blvd., 
538-5666. “From the friendly staff 
to the down-home food—steaks, of 
course, plus chicken, seafood, burgers, 
sandwiches and a sampling of superb 
Mexican fare—you might be settling 
in for lunch or dinner at an especially 
large ranch house.” (October 2009) 
Steakhouse: L D.*

river rAnCH mArKet, 300 S. 
Bullard, 597-6328. Grass-fed meats, 
pastured poultry, gluten-free baked 
goods, to-go soups and stews, cast-iron 
cooking. Weds.-Sat. *

SABor, 1700 Mountain View Road, 
388-2737. Mexican, sandwiches: B L D.

SHeveK & Co., 602 N. Bullard St., 
534-9168. “If sampling new types of 
food is part of the adventure of traveling 
for you, you only have to go as far as 
Shevek & Co. Restaurant in Silver City to 
take a culinary tour around the world.” 
(May 2013) Mediterranean: Fri.-Tues. 
D.*

Silver BowlinG Center CAfé, 2020 
Memory Lane, 538-3612. American, 
Mexican, hamburgers: L D.*

SunriSe eSPreSSo, 1530 N. Hudson, 
388-2027. Coffeeshop: Mon.-Sat. B L, 
early D.

SunriSe eSPreSSo, 1212 E. 32nd St., 
534-9565. Coffeeshop, bakery: Mon.-
Fri. B L, early D, Sat. B L only.*

terry’S oriGinAl BArBeQue, Hwy. 
180 and Ranch Club Road. Barbeque to 
go: L D.

tHree doGS CoffeeHouSe, 503 N. 
Bullard St. Coffeeshop, baked goods, 
sandwiches, wraps: Mon.-Sat. B L.*

tre roSAt CAfé, 304 N. Bullard St., 
654-4919. “The dinner menu ranges 
from humbler (but not humdrum) fare 
like burgers, pizzas and pastas to daily 
specials that include more upscale items 
like grilled salmon and petite sirloin 
steak. Appetizers include homemade 
chile relleno poppers, egg rolls (with 
specialty fillings changing from day to 

A Fund Raiser to Benefit Bridge Community

Bridge Community is a project to bring a continuum 
of care senior living facility to Silver City. 

Early Sunday Supper
with entertainment by JERICHO

Sunday, July 21
at 5:00 p.m.

First United Methodist Church
314 W. College Ave., Silver City, NM

 Salads, Bread, Dessert and Beverage

$10 per person

For more information , please call 575-538-5754

Our Regular Wine Tastings
Fridays - Saturdays 11am-7pm

Sundays Noon to 7pm   

David & Esperanza Gurule owners/vinters
505 259-9523 • 505 238-6252

www.laesperanzavineyardandwinery.com

A 30 minute scenic drive from Silver City.

YOUR WINERY here in the Mimbres 
Valley is FOUR years old! 

We invite you to help us 
celebrate this special occasion at 

La Esperanza Vineyard and Winery 
on Saturday, August 3 from 11am-7pm.  

Music will be provided by local performers:  

Friends of the Underground 
From 3pm to 7pm

Acosta Farms will sell Quesadillas, fajitas, 
nachos, hotdogs.

We look forward to seeing you!  
Please visit our website for more information. 

Silver City’s PREMIER Drive-Up Espresso Bar!
1530 N. Hudson • Silver City, NM • 575-388-2027

Mon.-Fri. 6am to 4pm • Sat. 7am to 2pm
New Second Location: 1212 E. 32nd St. • Silver City, NM

Mon.-Fri. 6am to 5pm • Sat. 8am-3pm

Come on in or use our convenient drive-through.  Enjoy freshly 
baked treats and free WiFi. If you have the time, we offer a relax-
ing comfortable location for informal meetings of getting 
together with friends.

At Sunrise Espresso we specialize in high quality espresso drinks 
designed to please the most discriminating tastes. The menu includes 
lattes, cappuccinos, mochas, and one of the best black cups of coffee 
you will find anywhere. All our drinks can be made hot, frozen 
(blended), or over ice, and most drinks can be made sugar free. 
Non-coffee drinks include Chai lattes, Italian cream sodas, and 
assorted teas. 

 Second 
Location

Now Open 
on Saturdays
Sunrise Espresso II
1212 East 32nd St.

Now offering Smoothies
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day) and the ever-popular, ever delicious 
bacon-wrapped dates.” (August 2012) 
International eclectic: Mon.-Fri. L, D. 
Sat. D. *

viCKi’S eAtery, 315 N. Texas, 
388-5430. “Serving hearty breakfasts, 
sandwiches both cold and grilled, wraps 
and salads that satisfy in a homey 
yet sophisticated way. Don’t miss the 
German potato salad.” (Dec. 2009) 
American: Mon.-Sat. B L. Sun. B.*

wrAnGler’S BAr & Grill, 2005 
Hwy. 180E, 538-4387. Steak, burgers, 
appetizers, salads: L D.*

yAnKie CreeK Coffee HouSe, 112 
W. Yankie St. Coffeeshop, coffee, home-
made pastries and ice cream, fresh fruit 
smoothies.*

Bayard
fidenCio’S tACo SHoP, 1108 Tom 

Foy Blvd. Mexican: B L D.
little niSHA’S, 1101 Tom Foy Blvd., 

537-3526. Mexican: Wed.-Sun. B L D.
loS ComPAS, 1203 Tom Foy Blvd, 

654-4109. “If you want to know how 
special a hot dog can be… these 
Sonora-style hot dogs are masterpieces 
that please the eye as well as the taste 
buds. First, the beef hot dogs are 
wrapped in bacon and grilled, then 
nestled into a special soft, ever-so-slight-
ly sweet bun custom-made especially 
for Los Compas at a state-of-the-art 
bakery located in Palomas. The dogs 
are topped with beans, melted cheese, 
guacamole, mustard, ketchup, grilled 
and raw onions, diced tomatoes, and 
then the whole thing is finished off with 
decorative squiggles of mayonnaise.” 
(May 2012) Sonoran-style Mexican, hot 
dogs, portas, menudo: L D.

m & A BAyArd CAfé, 1101 N. Cen-
tral Ave., 537-2251. “A down-to-earth, 
friendly, unpretentious place—kind of a 
cross between a Mexican cantina and 
a 1950s home-style diner, serving tasty, 
no-frills Mexican and American food 
at reasonable prices.” (October 2011) 
Mexican and American: Mon.-Fri. B L D.

SPAniSH CAfé, 106 Central Ave., 
537-2640. Mexican, tamales and 
menudo (takeout only): B.

SuGAr SHACK, 1102 Tom Foy Blvd., 
537-0500. Mexican: Sun.-Fri. B L.

Cliff
PArKey’S, 8414 Hwy. 180W, 535-

4000. Coffeeshop: Mon.-Sat.
Hurley

GAtewAy Grill, 2705 Hwy. 180E, 
537-5001. “From Friday Steak Night to 
everyday American and Mexican food, 
worth hitting Hwy. 180 for.” (December 
2011) American and Mexican: Sun.-
Thur. B L, Fri.-Sat. B L D.*

Lake Roberts
little toAd CreeK inn & tAvern, 

1122 Hwy. 35, 536-9649. “‘Rustic 
gourmet’… designed to appeal to the 
eyes as well as the taste buds. And this is 
true of the items on the brunch menu, as 
well as those on the very different dinner 
menu.” (June 2012). Steaks, sandwich-
es, American: Thurs.-Fri. D, Sat.-Sun. 
brunch and D. Tavern with soups, sand-
wiches, Scotch eggs: Daily L D. 

SPirit CAnyon lodGe & CAfé, 684 
Hwy. 35, 536-9459. “For the German 
sampler, café customers can choose two 
meat options from a revolving selection 
that may include on any given day three 
or four of the following: bratwurst, roast 
pork, schnitzel (a thin breaded and fried 
pork chop), sauerbraten (marinated 
roast of beef), stuffed cabbage leaves, 
or roladen (rolled beef with a sausage 
and onion filling).” (July 2011) German 
specialties, American lunch and dinner 
entrées: Saturday midday D.

Mimbres
elK x-inG CAfé, (352) 212-0448. 

Home-style meals, sandwiches and des-
serts: B L. 

mimBreS vAlley CAfé, 2964 Hwy. 
35, 536-2857. “You won’t go home 
hungry from the Mimbres Valley Café, 
an oasis of down-home good food in a 
friendly atmosphere. The menu is simple 
and hearty, a blend of American and 
Mexican.” (Jan. 2009) Mexican, Ameri-
can, burgers: Mon.-Tues. B L, Wed.-Sun. 
B L D, with Japanese tempura Wed. D.

Pinos Altos
BuCKHorn SAloon And oPerA 

HouSe, Main Street, 538-9911. “‘The 
Buck,’ as most locals affectionately 
call it, has a history of satisfying at the 
dinner plate with its long-favored menu 
including generous slabs of meat, hearty 
green chile stew with kick and ‘honest 
pours’ at the full bar.” (December 2010) 
Steakhouse, pasta, burgers: Mon.-Sat. 
D.

DOÑA ANA COUNTY
Las Cruces & Mesilla

ABrAHAm’S BAnK tower reStAu-
rAnt, 500 S. Main St. #434, 523-5911. 
American: Mon.-Fri. B L.

Andele’S doG HouSe, 2184 Aveni-
da de Mesilla, 526-1271. Mexican plus 

hot dogs, burgers, quesadillas: B L D.
Andele reStAurAnte, 1950 Calle del 

Norte, 526-9631. Mexican: Mon. B L, 
Tues.-Sun. B L D.

Antonio’S reStAurAnt & Piz-
zeriA, 5195 Bataan Memorial West, 
373-0222. Pizza, Italian, Mexican: 
Tues.-Sun. L D.

AQuA reef, 900-B S. Telshor, 522-
7333. “Las Cruces’ smashing, elegant 
sushi restaurant is more than dinner—it’s 
a dining adventure…. Though Aqua 
Reef bills itself as serving ‘Euro-Asian 
cuisine,’ the menu feels (delightfully!) 
hard-core Asian, excelling in the fresh 
and raw.” (April 2008) Asian, sushi: D.

BAAn tHAi KitCHen, 1605 S. Solano 
Dr., 521-2630. Thai: Tues.-Sat. L D, 
Sun. L.

tHe BAGel SHoP, 1495 S. Solano 
Dr., 521-4784.  Bagels: Mon.-Sat. B L.

tHe BeAn, 2011 Avenida de Mesilla, 
523-0560. Coffeehouse.

A Bite of BelGium, 741 N. Alameda 
St., 527-2483. Belgian food: Mon.-Fri. 
B L. 

Blue AGAve CAfé, 1765 S. Main St. 
(inside Best Western Mission Inn), 524-
8591. Southwestern: B.

Blue moon, 13060 N. Valley Dr., 
647-9524. Bar, burgers: Sat.-Sun. L D.

BoBA CAfé, 1900 S. Espina, Ste. 8, 
647-5900. “The signature Bubble Tea is 
just the beginning of an inventive eating 
experience. The menu—with a long list 
of soups, salads, sandwiches, appetiz-
ers, wraps and ‘other stuff’—is the same 
for lunch and dinner, although Tuesday 
through Thursday nights Boba lays on 
special Caribbean fare and Friday 
nights are Asian-themed, with sushi.” 
(June 2009) Sandwiches, salads, casual 
fare, espresso: Mon.-Sat. L D.*

BrAvo’S CAfé, 3205 S. Main St., 
526-8604. Mexican: Tues.-Sun. B L.

BreAK An eGG, 201 S. Solano Dr., 
647-3000. “Dedicated to owner Janice 
Williams’ love of movies and theater, 
movie posters and stills dot the walls. 
The menu uses groan-inducing but fun 
movie-related puns, such as “The Om-
mies,” for the nice selection of omelets. 
Lunch offers a full range of sandwiches, 
salads, burgers and a few wraps. Por-
tions are done right—just enough to fill 
the gap without emptying your wallet.” 
(Sept. 2008) Breakfasts, burgers, salads, 
sandwiches: B L.

BurGer nooK, 1204 E. Madrid 
Ave., 523-9806. Burgers: Tues.-Sat. L D.

BurritoS viCtoriA, 1295 El Paseo 
Road, 541-5534. Burritos: B L D.

CAfé AGoGo, 1120 Commerce Dr., 
Suite A, 636-4580. Asian, American, 
sandwich, salad, rice bowl: Mon.-Sat. 
L D.

CAfé de meSillA en lA PlAzA, 2051 
Calle de Santiago, 652-3019. Coffee-
house, deli, pastries, soups, sandwiches: 
B L early D.

CArillo’S CAfé, 330 S. Church, 523-
9913. Mexican, American: Mon.-Sat. 
L D.

CAttlemen’S SteAKHouSe, 2375 
Bataan Memorial Hwy., 382-9051. 
Steakhouse: D.

CHA CHi’S reStAurAnt, 2460 S. Lo-
cust St #A, 522-7322. Mexican: B L D.

CHiCAGo SoutHweSt, 3691 E. 
Lohman, 521-8888. Gourmet hot dogs 
and smoothies: Mon.-Sat. L D.

CHilitoS, 2405 S. Valley Dr., 526-
4184. Mexican: Mon.-Sat. B L D.

CHilitoS, 3850 Foothills Rd. Ste. 10, 
532-0141. Mexican: B L D.

CHinA exPreSS, 2443 N. Main St., 
525-9411. Chinese, Vietnamese: L D.

CHineSe KitCHen, 2801 Missouri 
#29, 521-3802. Chinese: L D.

CiroS mexiCAn reStAurAnt, 160 
W. Picacho Ave., 541-0341. Mexican: 
B L D.

dAy’S HAmBurGerS, Water & Las 
Cruces St., 523-8665. Burgers: Mon.-
Sat. L D.

de lA veGA’S PeCAn Grill & Brew-
ery, 500 S. Telshor Blvd., 521-1099. 
“The restaurant uses local produce 
whenever possible, including the pecan 
wood pellets used in the smoking and 
grilling. A lot of the foods and drinks 
are infused with pecans, and also with 
green chiles from Hatch, processed on 
site. They even serve green chile vodka 
and green chile beer.” (February 2010) 
Pecan-smoked meats, sandwiches, 
steaks, seafood, craft beers: L D.

deliCiA’S del mAr, 1401 El Paseo, 
524-2396. Mexican, seafood: B L D.

dG’S univerSity deli, 1305 E. Uni-
versity Ave., 522-8409. Deli: B L D.*

diCK’S CAfé, 2305 S. Valley Dr., 
524-1360. Mexican, burgers: Sun. B L, 
Mon.-Sat. B L D.

dion’S PizzA, 3950 E. Lohman, 
521-3434. Pizza: L D.

douBle eAGle, 2355 Calle De Gua-
dalupe, 523-6700. “All the steaks are 
aged on the premises in the restaurant’s 
own dedicated beef aging room… An 
array of award-winning margaritas and 
deliciously decadent desserts.” (March 
2012) Southwestern, steaks, seafood: L 
D, Sun. champagne brunch buffet. *

duBlin Street PuB, 1745 E. Univer-
sity Ave., 522-0932. Irish, American: 
L D.

el AHuuA’S, 1001 E. University 
Ave., 556-9484. Mexican: B L D.

el PAtron CAfé, 1103 S. Solano Dr. 
Mexican: Tues.-Thur., Sun. B L, Fri.-Sat. 
B L early D.

el SomBrero PAtio CAfé, 363 S. 
Espina St., 524-9911. Mexican: L D.

el tiBuron, 504 E. Amador, 647-
4233. Mexican, seafood, steak: L D.

emiliA’S, 2290 Calle de Parian, 652-
3007. Burgers, Mexican, soup, sand-
wiches, pastry, juices, smoothies: L D.

emPire Buffet, 510 S. Telshor Blvd., 
522-2333. Asian: L D.

enriQue’S, 830 W. Picacho, 647-
0240. Mexican: B L D.

fArley’S, 3499 Foothills Rd., 
522-0466. Pizza, burgers, American, 
Mexican: L D.

fidenCio’S, 800 S. Telshor, 532-
5624. Mexican: B L D.

forK in tHe roAd, 202 N. Motel 
Blvd., 527-7400. Buffet: B L D 24 hrs.

fox’S PizzA den, 1340 E. Lohman 
Ave., 521-3697. Pizza: L D.

GAme BAr & Grill, 2605 S. Espina, 
524-GAME. Sports bar and grill: L D.

GArduño’S, 705 S. Telshor (Hotel 
Encanto), 522-4300. Mexican: B L D.*

GinA’S CAntinA, 300 N. Downtown 
Mall, 541-7492. Mexican, Hawaiian: 
Sat. B, Mon-Sat. L, Tues-Sat. D.

Go BurGer drive-in, 1008 E. 
Lohman, 524-9251. Burgers, Mexican: 
Mon.-Fri. B L.

Golden StAr CHineSe fASt food, 
1420 El Paseo, 523-2828. Chinese: L D.

Good luCK CAfé, 1507 S. Solano, 

DINING GUIDE 
continued on page 47

Alotta Gelato - 619 N. Bullard St., 
in Downtown Silver City -575-534-4995

Visit us online at: www.alottagelato.com

Yikes, it’s July! Everybody who comes in the store says the same thing: 
that the warm weather must do wonders for our business. Weeeeell, 
not exactly: daytime business can slack off somewhat in the warm 
weather as more people are reluctant to go out in the heat of the day 
(it’s not just the possibility of melting gelato— I keep thinking of the 
Wicked Witch of the West and expect to find a puddle on the sidewalk 

someday when I step outside). Nighttime business, however, is making up for the 
daytime doldrums. But no matter when you arrive (during our business hours, anyway), 
you’ll get a warm welcome!

When you visit ALOTTA GELATO at 619 N. Bullard St. in beautiful Downtown Silver 
City, you’ll find a veritable oasis of refreshment in the desert (or desserts– it works 
either way). Of course, if you enjoy warm weather for picnics and other gatherings, we 
want to remind you that our delicious low-fat Italian ice cream is available in 
hand-packed pints and quarts in your choice of flavors (and yes, we can pack several 
flavors into each insulated container). Remember that we also carry delicious dessert 
items such as Key Lime bars, brownies, cheesecake, cookies, flourless Chocolate 
Raspberry Torte, and big honkin’ slices of three-layer Carrot Cake— plus hot and cold 
drinks to go with them (yes, some folks still drink hot coffee and tea in the summer). 
Remember: ALOTTA GELATO is open 7 (count ‘em!) days a week, beginning at 
Noon every day until 9:00 PM (Sunday through Thursday) or 10:00 PM (Friday and 
Saturday)— sometimes even later. 

Assert your independence from ho-hum ice cream, bring your friends/family/ 
neighbors/significant others (and anybody you really want to impress), and experience 
the best gelato anywhere, from the oldest gelato store in the Land of Enchantment! 
Thanks for reading; as a token of our appreciation for you, our valued customer, bring 
this ad for 25¢ off any size gelato for each member of your party.

Alotta Words about ALOTTA GELATO
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Red or Green? • Peggy Platonos

A Taste of Old Mexico
The roadside Mexico Viejo food stand in Silver City 
honors older traditions in south-of-the-border food.

If you have turned onto Broadway from Hwy. 90 in 
Silver City any time in the past eight months, you 
may have noticed a neat roadside food stand with 

a sign proclaiming “Mexico Viejo.”
“Mexico Viejo. Old Mexico,” you may have trans-

lated to yourself. “Hmm. Wonder what that’s all 
about?”

Well, according to owner Sonya Orasco, Mexico 
Viejo is all about pride in family and pride in heri-
tage—all served up in old-style Tacos Aztecas, gordi-
tas, burritos and tortas.

“When I put this name, it is to remember not a town 
or place of Mexico. It is to remember my ancestors,” 
explains Sonya, whose English is not fluent. Since my 
Spanish is rudimentary at best, I cannot swear that I 
am adequately or accurately capturing what Sonya in-
tended to say, but I’m pretty sure I got this right.

Born in Mexico with Indian blood in her veins, she 
says that though she was raised in Texas and loves 
this country, she was taught to have “respect for my 
culture and for my people.” 

Two years ago, she arrived in Silver City to join a 
sister who had been living here for nearly 18 years. 
Both of Sonya’s sisters live in the Silver City area 
now and help with the Mexico Viejo business, as 
does a cousin.

“This business is family, family, family,” Sonya 
says. And by that, she seems to be referring not just 
to family members who are working in the business 
but also family members, now dead or in distant 
places, who have inspired specific dishes on the 
menu.

“I make mole the way my grandmother used to 
make it. Shrimp, fish—those were my father’s favor-
ites,” she says. In his memory, her menu regularly 

includes shrimp fajitas as an optional taco or bur-
rito filling.

She also seems to mean that she is aiming at 
being a family-friendly establishment. In setting 
up tables for outdoor dining under the spreading 
branches of tall trees behind the food stand, Sonya 
has included small tables and chairs just the right 
size for children. “Very nice, yes? And coloring 
books with crayons—I have those, too,” she points 
out with pride and enthusiasm.

Mexico Viejo has a remarkably extensive 
menu for a small roadside food vending 
stand, and the dishes are not what one 

normally finds in other Mexican restaurants. Menu 
options range from $3.75 for breakfast gorditas or 
burritos featuring a choice of bacon, sausage, cho-
rizo, veggies or Mexicano (that last one made with 

nopales, chorizo, cheese and egg) to big meal taco 
plates for $8.50. The taco plates include Mexican 
rice, beans and salad, along with four tacos with a 
choice of fillings: Asada, Carnitas, Barbacoa, Ado-
vada and chicken, beef or shrimp fajitas.

There are also lunch-style gorditas or burritos for 
$3.75 with various filling options, “Viva Verde” bur-
ritos for $4.75, and tortas (Mexican sandwiches) for 
$6.75. On Fridays and Saturdays, corn on the cob is 
available, served on a stick with butter, grated cheese 
and chili powder for $2.50.

Everything at Mexico Viejo seems to have a bit 
of a different twist to it. Chile Rellenos are served in 
burrito form. Tamales are wrapped in banana leaves, 
rather than corn husks. The corn chips are unsalted 
and come in an assortment of bright colors. In addi-
tion to chips and salsa, you can order chicharones 
with salsa.

Wimps like me need to be warned that the pico 
de gallo, as well as the green and red chile dishes, 
are hot enough to leave you breathing fire. But Sonya 
says you can indicate a choice when ordering. The 
choices are “hot, very hot or medium.”

Some dishes on the menu, however, are not spicy 
hot at all. These include the “Big Mouth Burgers” 
with various toppings for $7.75, some of the break-
fast gorditas and burritos, and the fajita-style fillings. 
The tortas include either red or green sauce, but Son-
ya says those sauces are mild.

All the food, incidentally, is cooked as it is or-
dered, so be prepared to wait a bit. And do not expect 
elegance in presentation. This is a down-to-earth, no-
frills type of establishment—although the Taco Az-
teca does make a pretty picture.

In addition to the usual type of sodas as bever-
ages, there are also a couple of traditional Mexican 
drinks offered at Mexico Viejo. Horchata is a rice 
milk-based drink with vanilla and lots of cinnamon 
and other spices in it. Atole is a shaken drink that 
also has spices in it. And, in cold weather, there is 
hot chocolate, served Mexican-style with ground cin-
namon and anise.

“My father always told my sisters and me to put 
our heart in the food,” Sonya says. 
“And we do this here.”

Mexico Viejo is open Monday 
through Saturday from 6 a.m. to 
7 p.m. k

Send Mimbres freelance writer 
Peggy Platonos tips for res-

taurant reviews at platonos@
gilanet.com or call (575) 536-

2997.

Mexico Viejo owner Sonya Orasco serves up a 
shrimp fajitas burrito. It is a dish she has on the 
menu in honor of her father, who loved shrimp. The 
same filling is available in tacos, too. (Photos by 
Peggy Platonos)

Both of Sonya’s sisters help with Mexico Viejo. Here, 
Ramona cooks three meals at once on the grill.

Party Zone

316 E. 14th St. (Behind Daylight Donuts) 534-0098 Silver City • Mon-Fri 9:30-5, Sat 10-3

Party Zone
        is having a
HUGE CLEARANCE SALE!

For the month of July
Everything in the store is on sale 

for 20-50% off!
Come early for best selection!

684 HWY 35 near Lake Roberts
Now open Noon-3pm

Wed., Thurs., Fri., Sat. & Sun. 
Call for evening hours/reservations 

Offering German Food & a full menu
See our menu at 

www.spiritcanyon.com

575-536-9459
Wednesday - Sunday noon-3pm
Groups by reservation at other times.

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE ©DE

Cissy McAndrew
Associate, EcoBroker®
& GREEN Realtor
(c) 575-538-1337
(o) 800-827-9198
CissyMcAndrew@gmail.com • www.SilverCityTour.com

414 N. Bullard
Silver City, NM 88061

"Your personal connection to Southwest New Mexico"

WANTED

2012 Realtor of the Year

BUYER FOR CLASSY SOUTHWEST BEAUTY
Newer 3 bedrm, 2 bath, 
passive solar home. Cathe-
dral ceilings, open floor plan, 
office, hobby room, private 
backyard patio with wet bar, 
pergola and views! MLS#29604 $369,000

Visit Old Mesilla, NM
• Antiques • Banks & ATMs • Books • Candy, Coffee & Snacks 

• Clothing & Apparel • Galleries & Fine Art • Gifts, Curios
Crafts • Furniture & Decor • Health & Personal Care 
• Jewelry • Museums • Pottery • Real Estate • Wineries

Mesilla Book Center
• Books about the West, Mexico, horses, 

cowboys, Native Americans & More

• Children’s books & Toys

• Gifts & more

‘Some of the best books never make the bestseller lists’

On the Plaza • (575) 526-6220
Tue-Sat 11 am-5:30 pm

Sun 1 pm-5 pm, Closed Mon

2470 Calle de San Albino
(575) 524-3524

Mon-Thur & Sun 11 am -9 pm
Fri & Sat 11 am -9:30 pm

2310 Ave. de Mesilla
(575) 526-5967

Wed-Sun 10 am-6 pm

The Original “Pickers”!
Architectural Salvage

& Treasures

Olive Oils
Vinegars
Gourmet 

Foods

2411 Calle de San Albino
(575) 525-3100

www.therusticolivedemesilla.com

On the Plaza •(575) 647-1148
Wed-Sat 11 am -5 pm

Sun 12-5pm

Hats, Menswear, and Accessories

Want your 
business to be 

seen here?
Call Kristi at (575) 956-7552 • 

kristi.desertexposure@gmail.com
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521-3867. Mexican, seafood: B L early 
D.

GrAndy’S Country CooKinG, 1345 
El Paseo Rd., 526-4803. American: B 
L D.

GuACAmole’S BAr And Grill, 3995 
W. Picacho Ave., 525-9115. Burgers, 
pizza, salads, sandwiches, Hawaiian 
appetizers: L D.

HieBert’S fine foodS, 525 E. 
Madrid Ave. #7, 524-0451. Mexican, 
American: B L D.

HiGH deSert BrewinG ComPAny, 
1201 W. Hadley Ave., 525-6752. Brew 
pub: L D.*

internAtionAl deliGHtS, 1245 El 
Paseo Rd., 647-5956. Greek and Inter-
national: B L D.

JAPAneSe KitCHen, 141 Roadrunner 
Parkway, 521-3555. Japanese: L D.

J.C. tortAS, 1196 W. Picacho Ave., 
647-1408. Mexican: L D.

JeSSe’S KAnSAS City BBQ, 230 S. 
Church, 522-3662. Barbecue: Mon., 
Tue., Thurs-Sat. L D.

JireH’S, 1445 W. Picacho. Mexican, 
American: B L early D.

JoSe murPHy’S, 1201 E. Amador 
(inside Ten Pin Alleys), 541-4064. Mexi-
can, American: L D.

JoSePHinA’S old GAte CAfé, 2261 
Calle de Guadalupe, 525-2620. “A 
delicious change of pace. There are 
a variety of classic deli sandwiches to 
choose from, all served on freshly baked 
bread, as well as the soup of the day in 
a cup or bowl, and salads.” (October 
2008) Pastries, soups, salads, sandwich-
es: Mon.-Thur. L, Fri.-Sun. B L.

KAtAnA tePPAnyAKi Grill, 1001 E. 
University Ave., 522-0526. Japanese: 
Mon.-Fri. L D, Sat. D.

KevA JuiCe, 1001 E. University, 522-
4133. Smoothies, frozen yogurt: B L D.

Kim-CHi HouSe, 1605 S. Solano, 
652-4745. Korean: Tues.-Sun. L D.

KivA PAtio CAfé, 600 E. Amador 
Ave., 527-8206. Mexican, Southwest-
ern, American: B L D.

lA CoCinA, 204 E. Conway Ave., 
524-3909. Mexican: Mon.-Sat. B L.

lA GuAdAluPAnA, 930 El Paseo 
Road. 523-5954. Mexican: Tues.-Sat. B 
L D. Sun. B L.

lA mexiCAnA tortilleriA, 1300 N. 
Solano Dr, 541-9617. Mexican: L D.

lA nuevA CASitA CAfé, 195 N. 
Mesquite, 523-5434. Mexican and 
American: B L.

lA PoStA reStAurAnt de meSillA, 
2410 Calle De San Albino, 524-3524. 
“A restaurant with history hard-wired 
into the fiber of its being. Through 
building, menu and ownership, its roots 
extend all the way back to the 1840s.” 
(September 2011) Mexican , steakhouse: 
L D, Sat.-Sun. and holidays also B.

lAS trAnCAS, 1008 S. Solano Dr., 
524-1430. Mexican, steaks, burgers, 
fried chicken: L D, Sat.-Sun. also B.

le rendez-vouS CAfé, 2701 W. 
Picacho Ave. #1, 527-0098. French 
pastry, deli, sandwiches: Mon.-Sat. B L.

let tHem eAt CAKe, 2001 E. Lohm-
an, Suite 136, 649-8965. Cupcakes: 
Tues.-Sat. 

lorenzo’S PAn Am, 1753 E. Uni-
versity Ave., 521-3505. “Homey, classic 
Italian fare.… Also features ravioli 
dishes, in half and full portions, served 
with salad and a basket of warm, fresh 
bread. Save room for dessert.” (July 
2008) Italian, pizza: L D.

loS ComPAS CAfé, 6335 Bataan Me-
morial W., 382-2025. Mexican: B L D.

loS ComPAS CAfé, 603 S. Nevarez 
St., 523-1778. Mexican: B L D.

loS ComPAS, 1120 Commerce Dr., 
521-6228. Mexican: B L D.*

loS mAriACHiS, 754 N. Motel Blvd., 
523-7058. Mexican: B L D.

mAriA’S, 1750 N. Solano Dr., 556-
9571. Mexican: B L D.

meSillA vAlley KitCHen, 2001 E. 
Lohman Ave. #103, 523-9311. Ameri-
can, Mexican: B L.*

meSon de meSillA, 1803 Avenida 
de Mesilla, 652-4953. Steaks, barbecue, 
seafood, sandwiches, salads, pasta: L D.

metroPolitAn deli, 1001 University 
Ave., 522-3354. Sandwiches: L D.

miGuel’S, 1140 E. Amador Ave., 
647-4262. Mexican: B L D.

mi PueBlito, 1355 E. Idaho Ave., 
524-3009. Mexican: Mon.-Fri. B L D, 
Sat.-Sun. B L.

milAGro Coffee y eSPreSSo, 1733 
E. University Ave., 532-1042. Coffee-
house: B L D.*

mix PACifiC rim CuiSine And mix 
exPreSS, 1001 E. University Ave. #D4, 
532-2042. “For a true taste of Tokyo, a 
classic curry, a Vietnamese tidbit or big 
bite of Australia—all served up with the 
sophistication of San Francisco—head to 
Mix Pacific Rim Cuisine for an interna-
tional dining experience that satisfies.” 
(March 2008) Asian, Pacific: Mon.-Sat. 
L D.

moonGAte CAfé, 9395 Bataan 
Memorial, 382-5744. Coffeeshop, 
Mexican, American: B L.

mountAin view mArKet KitCHen, 
120 S. Water St., 556-9856. Sand-
wiches, bagels, wraps, salads and other 
healthy fare: Mon.-Sat.: B L early D. *

my BrotHer’S PlACe, 334 S. Main 
St., 523-7681. Mexican: Mon.-Sat. L D.

nellie’S CAfé, 1226 W. Hadley 
Ave., 524-9982. Mexican: Tues.-Sat. 
B L.

noPAlito reStAurAnt, 2605 Mis-
souri Ave., 522-0440. Mexican: L D.

noPAlito reStAurAnt, 310 S. 
Mesquite St., 524-0003. Mexican: Sun.-
Tues., Thurs.-Sat. L D.*

old town reStAurAnt, 1155 S. 
Valley Dr., 523-4586. Mexican, Ameri-
can: B L.*

orientAl PAlACe, 225 E. Idaho, 
526-4864. Chinese: L D.

PAiSAno CAfé, 1740 Calle de Mer-
cado, 524-0211. Mexican: B L D.*

PAnCAKe Alley diner, 2146 W. 
Picacho Ave., 647-4836. American: B 
L, early D.

PArKer’S BBQ, 850 E. Madrid 
Ave., 541-5712. Barbecue carryout: L, 
early D.

PASSion ultrA lounGe, 201 E. 
University Ave. (inside Ramada Palms), 
523-7399. Steaks, burgers, salmon: L D.

PePe’S, 1405 W. Picacho, 541-
0277. Mexican: B L D.

PePPerS CAfé on tHe PlAzA (in tHe 
douBle eAGle reStAurAnt), 2355 Calle 
De Guadalupe, 523-6700. “Creative 
handling of traditional Southwestern 
dishes…. [plus] such non-Mexican 
entrées as Salmon Crepes and Beer 
Braised Beef Carbonnade.” (March 
2012). Southwestern: L D. *

PHo SAiGon, 1160 El Paseo Road, 
652-4326. Vietnamese: L D.

Pit StoP CAfé, 361 S. Motel Blvd., 
527-1993. Mexican, American, steak: 
Mon.-Sat. B L D.

PlAyer’S Grill, 3000 Champions 
Dr. (NMSU golf course clubhouse), 646-
2457. American: B L D.

PullAro’S itAliAn reStAurAnt, 901 
W. Picacho Ave., 523-6801. Italian: L 
D.

Q’S, 1300 Avenida De Mesilla, 
571-4350. Brewhouse with steak and 
pasta: L D.

rAnCHwAy BArBeQue, 604 N. Valley 
Dr., 523-7361. Barbecue, Mexican: 
Mon.-Fri. B L D, Sat. D.

rASCo’S BBQ, 5580 Bataan Memo-
rial E. (inside Shorty’s gas station). 
Barbecued brisket, pulled pork, smoked 
sausage, ribs.

red BriCK PizzA, 2808 N. Telshor 
Blvd., 521-7300. Pizzas, sandwiches, 
salads: L D.

roBerto’S mexiCAn food, 908 E. 
Amador Ave., 523-1851. Mexican: B 
L D.*

roSie’S CAfé de meSillA, 420 Ave-
nida de Mesilla, 526-1256. Breakfast, 
Mexican, burgers: Sat.-Thurs. B L, Fri. 
B L D.

SAenz GorditAS, 1700 N. Solano 
Dr., 527-4212. Mexican: Mon.-Sat. L D.

SAntorini’S, 1001 E. University 
Ave., 521-9270. “An eclectic blend of 
Greek and Mediterranean dishes—gy-
ros with different meats, such as lamb 
or chicken, hummus with pita, Greek 
salads—plus sampler plates and less-
familiar items such as keftedes and 
pork shawarma. Vegetarian options are 
numerous.” (July 2010) Greek, Mediter-
ranean: Mon.-Sat. L D.

SAvoy de meSillA, 1800-B Avenida 
de Mesilla, 527-2869. “If you are 
adventurous with food and enjoy a 
fine-dining experience that is genuinely 
sophisticated, without pretension or 
snobbishness, you definitely need to 
check out Savoy de Mesilla. The added 
attraction is that you can do this without 
spending a week’s salary on any of the 
meals—all of which are entertainingly 
and delectably upscale.” (March 2013) 
American, Continental: B L D.

tHe SHed, 810 S. Valley Dr., 525-
2636. American, pizza, Mexican, 
desserts: Wed.-Sun. B L.*

Si itAliAn BiStro, 523 E. Idaho, 
523-1572. “Wood-fired pizzas are the 
star of the show, along with plenty of 
authentic pasta dishes.” (February 2006) 
Italian: Mon.-Sat. L D.

SimPly toASted CAfé, 1702 El Paseo 
Road, 526-1920. Sandwiches, soups, 
salads: B L.

Si Señor, 1551 E. Amador Ave., 
527-0817. Mexican: L D.

SPAniSH KitCHen, 2960 N. Main St., 
526-4275. Mexican: Mon.-Sat. B L D.

SPirit windS Coffee BAr, 2260 S. 
Locust St., 521-1222. Sandwiches, cof-
fee, bakery: B L D.*

St. ClAir winery & BiStro, 1720 
Avenida de Mesilla, 524-0390. “A 
showcase for St. Clair wines… rooted in 
the same attention to detail, insistence on 
quality and customer-friendly attitude as 
the winery.” (July 2012) Wine tasting, 

bistro: L D.
SunSet Grill, 1274 Golf Club Road 

(Sonoma Ranch Golf Course clubhouse), 
521-1826. American, Southwest, steak, 
burgers, seafood, pasta: B L D.

teriyAKi Bowl, 2300 N. Main St., 
524-2055. Japanese: Mon.-Sat. L D.

teriyAKi CHiCKen HouSe, 805 El 
Paseo Rd., 541-1696. Japanese: Mon.-
Fri. L D.

tHAi deliGHt de meSillA, 2184 
Avenida de Mesilla, 525-1900. “For the 
adventurous, there are traditional Thai 
curries, soups and appetizers to choose 
from, all of which can be ordered in 
the degree of heat that suits you.… 
The restaurant is clean, comfortable, 
casual in a classy sort of way, and totally 
unpretentious.” (January 2011) Thai, 
salads, sandwiches, seafood, steaks, 
German: L D.*

tiffAny’S PizzA & GreeK Ameri-
CAn CuiSine, 755 S. Telshor Blvd #G1, 
532-5002. “Greek as the Parthenon, 
the only pure outpost of Greek food for 
200 miles…. When the food arrives, it’s 
in portions that would satisfy a Greco-
Roman wrestler.” (February 2005) Pizza, 
Greek, deli: Tues.-Sat. B L D.*

umP 88 Grill, 1338 Picacho Hills 
Dr., 647-1455. “An authentic taste of 
the Emerald Isle in a delightfully authen-
tic pub atmosphere.” (December 2008) 
Irish pub: L D.

vAlley Grill, 1970 N. Valley, 525-
9000. American: B L D, Friday fish fry.

vintAGe wineS, 2461 Calle de Prin-
cipal, 523-WINE. “The atmosphere is 
casual and relaxed, the handful of tables 
situated snugly as in a real French bistro 
to encourage conversation. Kick off the 
evening with wine and tapas inside, or 
wrap up the night out on the charming, 
cozy patio with a dessert wine or port.” 
(June 2008) Wine and cigar bar, tapas: 
L D.

woK-n-world, 5192 E. Boutz, 
526-0010. Chinese: Mon.-Sat. L D.

zeffiro PizzeriA nAPoletAnA, 136 
N. Water St., 525-6757. “Owner Gary 
Ebert and his very attentive and efficient 
staff serve up gourmet-style pizza on 
hand-tossed crusts.” (August 2009) 
Pizza, pasta, also sandwiches at adjoin-
ing Popular Artisan Bakery: Mon.-Sat. 
L D.

zeffiro new yorK PizzeriA, 101 E. 
University Ave., 525-6770. Pizza: L D.

Anthony
erneSto’S mexiCAn food, 200 

Anthony Dr., 882-3641. Mexican: B L.
lA CoCinitA, 

908 W. Main Dr., 
589-1468. Mexi-
can: L.

Chapparal
el BAyo SteAK 

HouSe, 417 Chap-
arral Dr., 824-
4749. Steakhouse: 
Tues.-Sun. B L D.

tortilleriA 
SuSy, 661 Paloma 
Blanca Dr., 824-
9377. Mexican: 
Mon.-Sat. B L D, 
Sun. B L.

Doña Ana
BiG miKe’S 

CAfé, Thorpe Road. 
Mexican, break-
fasts, burgers: B 
L D.

Organ
tHAi deliGHt, 

16151 Hwy. 70E, 
373-3000. Thai, 
steaks, sandwiches: 
L D.

Radium 
Springs

Country CuP-
BoArd, 827 Fort 
Selden Rd., 527-
4732. American: 
B L D.
Santa Teresa

Billy CrewS, 
1200 Country Club 
Road, 589-2071. 
Steak, seafood: 
L D.

LUNA 
COUNTY
Deming

AdoBe deli, 
3970 Lewis Flats 
Road SE, 546-
0361. “The lunch 
menu features 
traditional deli-style 
sandwiches... The 
dinner menu is 
much grander, 
though some 
sandwiches are 
available then, too. 
Dinner options in-
clude filet mignon, 

DINING GUIDE 
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Bear
Mountain

Lodge

60 Bear Mountain Ranch Road
575 538 2538 • www.bearmountainlodge.com

The Café Oso Azul at The Lodge

5-7pm daily
Reservations a must! 575-538-2538

Outside portal tables available

The Big Veggie Salad-local greens and veggies piled high with 
encrusted with Pistachios Eggplant  Sandwiches  stu�ed  with basil 

and brie served with a starter of Cold Watermelon Basil Soup
$28.

Bear Mountain Lodge Crab Cakes served on a bed local greens and 
a caper-red bell remoulade sauce served with a starter of Cold 

Watermelon Soup
$28.

Spicy Flank Steak served with creamy polenta, parmesan cheese, 
and sauteed veggies served with a side salad of local greens

$28.

Butternut Squash Ravioli stu�ed with cream cheese,  local pista-
chios, and butternut squash  with a fresh tomato sauce and a 

dusting of parmesan cheese served with a side salad of local greens
$28.

Dessert selection will change daily, 
includes a homemade ice cream selection.

Beer and Wine are also available

Come and enjoy an evening with us.

July 
Offerings

 

Eat Your Heart Out 
can provide food for all 

your catering needs.

Give us 2-days notice 
and we can prepare 

dishes for you 
to pick up. 

Call 575-313-9005 
or email us at 

guardianvlb@aol.com

Call 575-313-9005 or 
Visit us online cateringonmarket.com

Please go to our website cateringonmarket.com for a current price listing.

800 W. Market • Silver City, NM 88061
Visit us online cateringonmarket.com

DINING GUIDE 
continued on next page

flat iron steak, T-bone, ribeye, New York 
strip, Porterhouse, barbequed pork ribs, 
Duck L’Orange, Alaska King Crab legs, 
broiled salmon steak, shrimp scampi, 
pork chops, osso buco, beef kabobs.” 
(March 2010) Bar, deli, steaks: L D.*

BAlBoA motel & reStAurAnt, 708 
W. Pine St., 546-6473. Mexican, Ameri-
can: Sun.-Fri. L D.

BelSHore reStAurAnt, 1030 E. Pine 
St., 546-6289. Mexican, American: 

Tues.-Sun. B L.
BenJi’S reStAurAnt, 821 W. Pine, 

546-5309. Mexican, American: Mon., 
Tues. Thurs, Fri. B L D, Weds. B L.

CAmPoS reStAurAnt, 105 S. Silver, 
546-0095. “Owner Albert Campos 
prides himself on the authentic Mexi-
can and southwestern food he cooks 
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up, inspired by his home in the Mexi-
can state of Zacatecas—such as the 
fantastic BBQ Beef Brisket Sandwich, 
a family recipe. But the restaurant has 
much more than Mexican fare.” (June 
2007) Mexican, American, Southwest-
ern: L D.*

CAno’S reStAurAnt, 1200 W. Pine 
St., 546-3181. Mexican: Mon.-Sat. L D.

CHinA reStAurAnt, 110 E. Pine St., 
546-4146. Chinese: L D.

el CAmino reAl, 900 W. Pine St., 
546-7421. Mexican, American: B L D.

eliSA’S HouSe of PieS And 
reStAurAnt, 208 1/2 S. Silver Alley, 
494-4639. “The southern-style fare is 
a savory prelude to 35 flavors of pie.” 
(April 2012) American, barbecue, sand-
wiches, pies: Mon.-Sat. L D. *

el mirAdor, 510 E. Pine St., 544-
7340. Mexican: Mon.-Sat. B L D.

“forGHedABoudit” PizzA & winGS, 
2020 Hatch Hwy. 26, 275-3881. “Direct 
from New York City, Bob Yacone and his 
wife, Kim Duncan, have recreated an 
authentic-style New York pizza parlor 
on the outskirts of Deming.” (June 2013) 
Italian, pizza, wings: Mon.-Sat. L D, 
Sun. D.

Golden Sun StAr, 500 E. Cedar St., 
544-0689. Chinese: L D.

GrAnd motor inn & lounGe, 
1721 E. Pine, 546-2632. Mexican, 
steak, seafood: B L D.

irmA’S, 123 S. Silver Ave., 544-
4580. Mexican, American, seafood: B 
L D.

lA fondA, 601 E. Pine St., 
546-0465. “Roomy, bright and airy, 
La Fonda is no mere taco joint. The 
extensive menu features all the Mexican 
favorites at bargain prices, plus a wide 
range of Anglo fare and a breakfast 
that’s worth the drive to Deming. Famous 
for its fajitas: Choose chicken, beef or 
both, fajitas for two, or try the unusual 
stuffed fajita potato or seemingly contra-
dictory fajita burrito.” (September 2009) 
Mexican: B L D.*

lAS CAzuelAS, 108 N. Platinum Ave. 
(inside El Rey meat market), 544-8432. 
“This gem of a restaurant turns out 
perfectly cooked steaks and seafood, 
as well as a full line of Mexican fare.” 
(June 2011) Steaks, seafood, Mexican: 
Tues.-Sat. L D.*

mAnGo mAddie’S, 722 E. Florida 
St., 546-3345. Salads, sandwiches, 
juice bar, coffee drinks.

mAnolo’S CAfé, 120 N. Gran-
ite St., 546-0405. “The menu offers 
breakfast, lunch and dinner choices, 
and it’s difficult to convey the immense 
range of food options available. In every 
section of the menu, there’s a mixture of 
American-style ‘comfort’ food items and 
Southwest-style Mexican dishes which no 
doubt qualify as Hispanic ‘comfort’ food. 
There’s nothing particularly fancy about 
the food, but it’s fresh and tasty. And the 
prices are reasonable.” (February 2012) 
Mexican, American: Mon.-Sat. B L D, 
Sun. B L.

mimBreS vAlley BrewinG Co., 200 
S. Gold, 544-BREW. Craft beer, burgers, 
wings, paninis: Tues.-Fri. D, Sat.-Sun. 
L D.

PAlmA’S itAliAn Grill, 110 S. 
Silver, 544-3100. “Even if you think 
you don’t like Italian food, you might 
want to try this family-run enterprise, 
with Harold and Palma Richmond at the 
helm. In addition to the name, Palma 
brings to the restaurant her Sicilian 
heritage and recipes that came to the 
United States with her grandmother. 
Harold brings training in classic Con-
tinental cuisine, along with his family’s 
New England food traditions.” (Sept. 
2010) Italian: L D. Sat. prime rib, Sun. 
buffet.*

PAtio CAfé, 1521 Columbus Road, 
546-5990. “The famed burgers are 
ground fresh daily from 85% lean beef—
a half-pound apiece before cooking—
and formed for each order. You can 
adorn your burger in any of a dozen 
different combinations of cheese, bacon, 
chiles, pico de gallo, sautéed onions, 
barbecue sauce, fresh mushrooms, even 
ham.” (February 2006) Burgers, Ameri-
can: Mon.-Sat. L D.*

Prime riB Grill (inSide HolidAy 
inn), I-10 exit 85, 546-2661. Steak, 
seafood, Mexican: B D.

rAnCHer’S Grill, 316 E. Cedar St., 
546-8883. Steakhouse, burgers: L D.*

Si Señor, 200 E. Pine St., 546-
3938. Mexican: Mon.-Sat. B L D, Sun. 
B L.

SunriSe KitCHen, 1409 S. Colum-
bus Road, 544-7795. “Good-quality 
comfort food. There’s nothing on the 
menu that is really exotic. But all the fa-
miliar dishes, both American and Mexi-
can, are done well, and it’s that care in 
preparation that lifts the food above the 
ordinary. This is not a freezer-to-fryer 
type of restaurant.” (September 2012) 

American, Mexi-
can, breakfasts: 
Mon.-Thur. B L, 
Fri. B L D.

tACoS mirA-
Sol, 323 E. Pine 
St., 544-0646. 
Mexican: Mon., 
Wed.-Sat. B L D, 
Tues. B L.

Akela
APACHe 

HomelAndS 
reStAurAnt, I-10. 
Burgers, ribs, 
“casino-style” 
food: B L D.*

Columbus
PAtio CAfé, 

23 Broadway, 
531-2495. Burg-
ers, American: 
B L.*

HIDALGO 
COUNTY

Lordsburg
el CHArro 

reStAurAnt, 209 
S. P Blvd., 542-
3400. Mexican: 
B L D.

fidenCio’S, 
604 E. Motel Dr., 
542-8989. Mexi-
can: B L early D.

KrAnBerry’S 
fAmily reStAu-
rAnt, 1405 Main 
St., 542-9400. 
Mexican, Ameri-
can: B L D.

mAmA roSA’S 
PizzA, 1312 Main 
St., 542-8400. 
Pizza, subs, 
calzones, salads, 
chicken wings, 
cheeseburgers, 
shrimp baskets: 
L D.

rAmonA’S 
CAfé, 904 E. Mo-
tel Dr., 542-3030. 
“Lordsburg’s quit 
Mexican food 
treasure offers 
some unusual 
takes on tradi-
tional recipes.” 
(December 2012) 
Mexican, Ameri-
can: Tues.-Fri. B L 
D, Sun. B mid-day 
D.

Animas
PAntHer 

trACKS CAfé, 
Hwy. 338, 548-
2444. Burgers, 
Mexican, Ameri-
can: Mon.-Fri. 
B L D

Rodeo
rodeo Store 

And CAfé. 195 
Hwy. 80, 557-
2295. Coffeeshop 
food: Mon.-Sat. 
B L.

rodeo tAv-
ern, 557-2229. 
Shrimp, fried 
chicken, steaks, 
burgers, seafood: 
Weds.-Sat. D.

CATRON COUNTY
Reserve

AdoBe CAfé, Hwy. 12 & Hwy. 180, 
533-6146. Deli, American, Mon. pizza, 
Sunday BBQ ribs: Sun.-Mon. B L D, 
Wed.-Fri. B L.

BlACK Gold, 98 Main St., 533-
6538. Coffeehouse, pastries.

CArmen’S, 101 Main St., 533-6990. 
Mexican, American: B L D.

ellA’S CAfé, 533-6111. American: 
B L D.

unCle Bill’S BAr, 230 N. Main St., 
533-6369. Pizza: Mon.-Sat. L D.

Glenwood
AlmA Grill, Hwy. 180, 539-2233. 

Breakfast, sandwiches, burgers, Mexi-
can: Sun.-Weds., Fri.-Sat. B L.

Golden GirlS CAfé, Hwy. 180, 539-
2457. “Dig into an honest taste of the 
local scene and a down-home breakfast 
you’ll surely wish your mama had made. 
The specials listed up on the whiteboard 
all come with biscuits and gravy, and the 
ample menu has all the usual suspects—
omelets, pancakes, French toast and, of 
course, breakfast burritos—clueing you 
into the rib-sticking satisfaction ahead.” 
(Nov. 2007) Breakfast: B.

mArio’S PizzA, Hwy. 180, 539-
2316. “This unpretentious eatery 
serves up better pizza than you’ll find 

in many a big city. But a recent visit 
to the tiny, scenic mountain town will 
forever be remembered as the time I 
had, absolutely, the best calzone of my 
life.” (Nov. 2008) Italian: Mon.-Tues., 
Fri.-Sat. D.

Other Catron County
PurPle onion CAfé, Mogollon, 539-

2710. “Seasonal, quirky and way off the 
beaten path… serves eclectic fare and 
‘famous’ pie.” (August 2011) Breakfast, 
burgers, veggie melts, pita pockets, pies: 
Fri.-Sun., Mon. holidays, May-Oct.: B L.

Snuffy’S SteAKHouSe And SAloon, 
Quemado Lake, 773-4672. Steakhouse: 
D (Dec.-April: closed Mon.-Tues.)

SIERRA COUNTY
Hillsboro

BArBer SHoP CAfé, Main St., 
895-5283. American, Mediterranean, 
sandwiches: Thurs.-Sat. L.

HillSBoro GenerAl Store & CAfé, 
100 Main St., 895-5306. American and 
Southwestern: Sun.-Wed., Fri.-Sat. B L.

note—Restaurant hours and meals 
served vary by day of the week and 
change frequently; call ahead to make 
sure. Key to abbreviations: B=Breakfast; 
L=Lunch; D=Dinner.*=Find copies of 
Desert Exposure here. Send updates, 
additions and corrections to: updates@
red-or-green.com. k

Table Talk
Just weeks after closing, Three Dogs Coffee-

house at 503 N. Bullard St. in downtown Sil-
ver City has reopened under new ownership. 

Trudy Simon, who moved here with her husband 
from Utah two years ago, was a customer of the 
coffee shop and decided to buy the place not long 
after Melissa Amaris hung up the “Closed” sign. 
In addition to coffee, the eatery will serve baked 
goods, plus sandwiches and wraps for lunch. 
Hours are Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday 8 
a.m.-2 p.m., and closed Sunday. 388-1639.

Shevek & Co. Restaurant in downtown Sil-
ver City will feature another wine-tasting dinner 
on Friday, July 19, at 6:30 p.m., pairing interna-
tional wines with six courses of North African 
food. Reservations highly recommended. $80 per 
person ($45 food without wines). 602 N. Bullard 
St., 534-9168, www.silver-eats.com.

Little Toad Creek in Lake Roberts will bring 
back the area’s popular Hummingbird Festival, 
July 20-21. The festival will feature live entertain-
ment and guest speakers, including hummingbird 
bander Bill Talbot, as well as an eyeful of migrat-
ing hummers. 1122 Hwy. 35, 536-9649, www.little-
toadcreek.com.

La Esperanza Vineyard & Winery in the 
Mimbres will celebrate its fourth birthday on Au-
gust 3, 11 a.m.-7 p.m., with live music and food 
from Acosta Farms. Royal John Mine Road off 
Hwy. 61, (505) 259-9523, www.laesperanzavine-
yardandwinery.com.

Patrons looking for La Guadalupana Mexi-
can restaurant at 125 S. Campo St. in Las 
Cruces will be in for a surprise: The eat-

ery has moved to 930 El Paseo Road. Hours are 
Tuesday-Saturday 8 a.m.-8 p.m. and 7 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Sundays. 523-5954.

And fans of Lemongrass Thai Cuisine in Las 
Cruces will be completely disappointed, as the 
restaurant at 2540 El Paseo Road has closed. In 
closing the restaurant after 15 years, owner Kim-
berly Ming cited health problems and a desire to 
spend time with her mother, who is nearly 100, in 
Thailand.

Also closing its doors is the Main Street Bis-
tro & Alehouse in downtown Las Cruces. Gary 
Ebert, co-owner with Anne Marie Boardman, 
likewise blames health issues for the decision 
to close. The restaurant opened in November at 
what was formerly the site of La Iguana, 139 N. 
Main St.

Meson de Mesilla will be featured on the 
Fox reality show “Hotel Hell,” starring Gordon 
Ramsey, this fall. k

Send restaurant news to updates@red-or-
green.com.

DINING GUIDE 
continued

M E M B E R

Free Consultation • Insured • Bonded 

Frumpy Fox LLC

575-313-0690
www.frumpyfox.com • Silver City, NM    

In the House or In the Barn…

Frumpy Fox LLC

Petsitting 

the bikeworks
a community bicycle workshop

The BikeWorks Shop • 815 E. 10th St. • 388-1444
 Th: 3pm-7pm • Sa: 10am-2pm-RIDE, 2pm-5pm  • Su: 

            Join us Every Friday 6-8pm for our 
Component-Specific workshop series focusing on a different 

part of the bike each week. Sliding-scale donation requested.
Then at 8:30pm, don't miss the Bike-In Movie Night. 

Outdoor Movies at The Bike Works Branch, 820 Bullard. 

The Doorsmith
• General Repairs

• Locks

• Screens

• Security Grills

• Weather Stripping

• Grand Portals

• Custom Doors

• Free Estimates

Complete Door Replacement and Repair Service

R Tyler Webb
575-313-6402

• Southwestern Jewelry 
• Rock Hounding 

gear and books
• Mineral Specimens

• Beading supplies
• Free Mineral 

Museum

Unique 
Gifts

1805 Little
Walnut Rd.
Silver City,
NM 88061

575.538.9001 • royalsceptergems@yahoo.com

 Stoves • Sales • Service • GB98 Lic. # 033328
1800 US Hwy 180 E., Silver City • Call for an appointment 575-534-2657

Serving Southwest NM and Southeastern Arizona
A Better Chimney

©DE

The only Certi�ed Chimney Sweeps in Southern NM
www.abetterchimneynm.com

It’s time to call A Better Chimney for 
Spring Chimney Cleaning! 

We will service and clean all your heating appliances from your pellet stoves, wood 
stoves, gas stoves, fireplaces and fireplace inserts to your clothes dryers and furnaces.
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40 Days & 40 Nights

What’s Going on in July
Plus a look ahead into early August.

1-888-388-4515 • (575) 388-4501
www.bearcreekcabins.com

Just 7 miles north of Silver City on HWY 15

Fabulous getaway nestled in the tall pines of Pinos Altos
• Fireplaces• Secluded Balconies

• Porches
• Telephone & WiFi

• Satellite TV
• Barbeque Grill

• Hot Tub in Cabana
• Meeting Room

• Cabins with Kitchens are available

2469 Calle de Guadalupe, Mesilla • www.mesillavalleyfilm.org • (575) 524-8287
Shows nightly at 7:30- Sunday Matinee at 2:30.

The Fountain Theatre—featuring the best independent, foreign and alternative 
films in the Southwest. Home of the Mesilla Valley Film Society since 1989!

JULY FILMS

©DE

July 1-4 At Any Price—Director: Ramin Bahrani. Stars: Dennis 
 Quaid, Kim Dickens, Zac Efron.
July 5 – 11 Arthur Newman —Directed by Dante Ariola. Stars Emily 
 Blunt, Colin Firth, Anne Heche.
July 12 – 18 Love Is All You Need—Directed by Susanne Bier. Stars 
 Trine Dyrholm, Sebastian Jessen, Molly Blixt Egelind. 
 (Danish, English, and Italian with subtitles)
July 19 – 25 Renoir—Directed by Gilles Bourdos. Stars Michel Bouquet, 
 Christa Theret, Vincent Rottiers. French & Italian w/subtitles
July 26 - Aug 1 Frances Ha—Directed by Noah Baumbach. Stars Greta 
 Gerwig, Mickey Sumner, Adam Driver.

A show about earthly 
matters that impact 
us all!
Brought to you by:

Gila/Mimbres 
Community Radio
Gila Resources 
Information Project
New Mexico 
Wilderness Alliance
Upper Gila Watershed Alliance

Every Tuesday and Thursday 
10 am & 8 pm

via webstream@www.gmcr.org

Podcasts available @ http://gmcr.org/category/earth-matters/

Earth Matters

A Bed & Breakfast
Located in 

Historic Downtown 

411 W. Broadway
Silver City, NM 88061
575-388-5485 www.InnonBroadwayweb.com 

R Air Conditioned Guestrooms with private baths.
R Easy walking distance to restaurants,
 shops and galleries.
R Relax on the shady veranda overlooking 
 the garden.
R   Delicious full breakfast served daily.

JULY
M O N D A Y

 1Las Cruces / Mesilla 
At Any PriCe—Through July 4. A 

farming family’s business is threatened 
by an unexpected crisis, further testing 
the relationship between a father and his 
rebellious son. Director: Ramin Bahrani. 
Stars: Dennis Quaid, Kim Dickens, Zac 
Efron. Nightly 7:30 p.m., Sat. 1:30 and 
7:30 p.m., Sun. 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. 
$7 regular, $6 seniors and students, $5 
MVFS members, children and Weds. 
Fountain Theatre, 2469 Calle de Guada-
lupe, 524-8287, mesillavalleyfilm.org.

CHAlK And CHeeSeClotH—Two-day 
fabric workshop; learn to create portraits 
using plain white cheese cloth and 
thread. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. $150. Bank of 
the West, Las Cruces Ave. & Main St., 
desertthreads@comcast.net, 312-6326.

T U E S D A Y

 2Silver City/Grant County 
diG into tHe PASt: foSSil & 

dinoSAur fun—Children will be learn-
ing about dinosaurs and will be making 
their own fossil molds as they participate 
in the Bayard Public Library’s Summer 
Reading Program. 10 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Bayard Public Library, 537-6244.

GilA fArmerS’ mArKet—Tuesdays 
and Saturdays. 3-6 p.m. 414 Hwy. 211, 
535-2729.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
ArGentine tAnGo de lAS CruCeS—

Tuesdays. 6:30-9:30 p.m. $5, NMSU 
students free with ID. 2251 Calle de 
Santiago, 620-0377.

fortniGHt for freedom—Call for 
interfaith prayer and action. 10 a.m. 
Cathedral of Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
1240 S. Espina St.

trAP, neuter And & return: ferAl 
CAt CAre—Join nationally recognized 
expert on feral cat care Joe Miele, who 
will explain some simple things we can 
do to make the feral cat population more 
comfortable, and learn how to humanely 
reduce the population by preventing new 
litters. 6-7:30 p.m. Free. Mountain View 
Market, 1300 El Paseo, 523-0436.

W E D N E S D A Y

 3Silver City/Grant County 
tHomAS rAdCliffe—Instrumental 

guitar. 7 p.m. Buckhorn Saloon, 32 
Main St., Pinos Altos, 538-9911, buck-
hornsaloonandoperahouse.com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
AnnuAl 4tH of July eleCtriC liGHt 

PArAde, CeleBrAtion And fireworKS—
Through July 4. Las Cruces celebrates 
with a parade of floats decorated with 
electric lights. Experience live entertain-
ment throughout the day plus a spec-
tacular fireworks display at night. Free. 
528-3170, 541-2200, las-cruces.org.

T H U R S D A Y
I N D E P E N D E N C E  D A Y

 4Silver City/Grant County 
indePendenCe dAy feStivitieS—

4th of July parade downtown at 10 
a.m., followed by music and vendors 
at Gough park. Weather permitting 
fireworks display at dusk. 9 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. silvercity.org.

July 4tH iCe CreAm SoCiAl—Enjoy 
old-fashioned ice cream and games for 
the kids. Bayou Seco performs. 11 a.m.-
4 p.m. Free. Silver City Museum, 312 
W. Broadway, 538-5921, silvercitymu-
seum.org.

BACKyArd BBQ—Music, pie-eating 
contest, soaking booth, balloon toss. 
12-8 p.m. Little Toad Creek Inn, 1122 
Hwy. 35, Lake Roberts, 536-9649, 
littletoadcreek.com.

mimBreS fArmerS’ mArKet—Thurs-
days. 3:30-5:30 p.m. 14 Hwy. 35, 
574-7674.

SPinninG demonStrAtion—Kathi 
Anderson and Jacque Cusick. 1-2 p.m. 
Silver City Museum, 312 W. Broadway, 
538-5921, silvercitymuseum.org.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
fourtH of July Street feStivAl—

Food and beverage vendors, mayor’s 
welcome, parade awards, annual 
fireworks display. Music by The Family 
Stone,  rock/R&B; Average White Band, 
60s/70s top-40 hits; Spyro Gyra, jazz. 
4-10 p.m. Free. Meerschedit Center 
Complex, 1605 E. Hadley, 541-2550.

2013 indePendenCe dAy run—
Registration forms are available on the 
City of Las Cruces website, las-cruces.
org. 6 a.m. Triviz Multi-Purpose Path, 
2500 N. Triviz Dr.

Rodeo
4tH of July CeleBrAtion—Parade 

will be simulcast on AM 1590 for 
tailgaters to tune in their vehicle radios 
as Bill Cavaliere serves as MC and 
announcer. Immediately following the 
parade, annual 4th of July barbecue 
dinner, scholarship cake auction and 
dance. DJ Hotlites from Safford provid-
ing dance tunes. 6 p.m.

F R I D A Y

 5Silver City/Grant County 
AliSter m—Folk rock. 7:30 p.m. 

Buckhorn Saloon, 32 Main St., Pinos 
Altos, 538-9911, buckhornsaloonan-
doperahouse.com

vfw dAnCe niGHt—Every Friday. 
Hector Carrillo. 8 p.m.-12 a.m. VFW 
Post 3347, Hwy. 180 & Burnham Road.

BiKe eveninGS—Fridays. Bike repair 
workshop and social bike ride followed 
by the Bike-In Movie Night. 6 p.m., 8:30 
p.m. movie. Bikeworks, 820 Bullard St., 
388-1444.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Art oPeninG—Selections from the 

Permanent Collection. Artists include 
everyone from such household names 
as Andy Warhol, Roy Lichtenstein, 
Jaune Quick-to-See Smith and Ead-
ward Muybridge to local favorites Luis 
Jimenez, Amy Rankin, Joe Waldrum and 

Joshua Rose. This exhibition includes 
works of art in many media, including 
prints, paintings, photographs, metals 
and ceramics. 5-7 p.m. Free. NMSU Art 
Gallery, Williams Hall, University Ave. 
east of Solano, 646-2545, www.nmsu.
edu/~artgal.

ArtHur newmAn—Through July 
11. A story of a man who fakes his own 
death and assumes a new identity in 
order to escape his life, who then moves 
in with a woman who is also trying 
to leave her past behind. Directed by 
Dante Ariola. Stars Emily Blunt, Colin 
Firth, Anne Heche. Nightly 7:30 p.m., 
Sat. 1:30 and 7:30 p.m., Sun. 2:30 and 
7:30 p.m. $7 regular, $6 seniors and 
students, $5 MVFS members, children 
and Weds. Fountain Theatre, 2469 Calle 
de Guadalupe, 524-8287, mesillaval-
leyfilm.org.

CAP Art diSPlAy—Students in this 
year’s Career Art Path (CAP) program 
will be displaying their artwork. Their 
work will include ceramics, papier 
mâché, fashion design, jewelry, portrait 
painting, and recycled items that have 
been made into artworks. Opening 
5-7 p.m. Rio Grande Theatre, 211 N. 
Downtown Mall, 523-6403, riogrande-
theatre.com.

tHe floAtinG world—Opening 
for exhibit through August 24. Ukiyo-e 
prints from the Lauren Rogers Museum 
of Art. Las Cruces Museum of Art, 491 
N. Main St., 541-2137, www.las-cruces.
org/museums.

lunCHtime yoGA—Fridays. 12 p.m. 
$12 includes lunch. Downtown Desert 
Yoga, 126 S. Downtown Main St.

oPen miC—Acoustic musicians, 

singers and songwriters are invited to 
bring their works and become part of 
the showcase. 7-10 p.m. Rio Grande 
Theatre, 211 N. Downtown Mall, 523-
6403, riograndetheatre.com.

venuS in fur—Through July 13. 
In this David Ives play, Thomas (Eric 
Young), a beleaguered playwright/
director, is desperate to find an actress 
to play Vanda, the female lead in his 
adaptation of a classic sadomasoch-
istic tale. Into his empty audition room 
walks a vulgar and equally desperate 
actress—oddly enough, named Vanda 
(Nicole Bartlett). Though utterly wrong 
for the sophisticated part, Vanda exhibits 
a strange command of the material, 
piquing Thomas’ interest with her seduc-
tive talents and secretive manner. lo-fi 
productions. 8 p.m. $7. NMSU Readers 
Theatre, across the parking lot from 
Barnes & Noble on University Ave. 
650-3496.

Deming
drew reid—Summer Music Series. 

5:30-8:30 p.m. St. Clair Winery, 1325 
De Baca Road, 546-1179.

S A T U R D A Y

 6Silver City/Grant County 
rAKu refleCtionS—New work by 

Jude Wasechek, through July. Opening 
3-6 p.m. Copper Quail Gallery, 211A 

N. Texas, 388-
2646.

Silver City 
fArmerS’ mAr-
Ket—Saturdays. 
8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Mainstreet Plaza, 
N. Bullard at 7th 
St., 654-4104.

Community 
ArtS And CrAftS 
Street fAir/mAr-
Ket—Saturdays. 
Local handmade 
artwork. Live mu-
sic, artists, food, 
entertainment. 9 
a.m.-2 p.m. 703 
N. Bullard, 313-
6468.

GilA fArmerS’ 
mArKet—Tues-
days and Satur-
days. 1-4 p.m. 
414 Hwy. 211, 
535-2729.

Greenwood 
miSSeS—Ameri-
cana. 7:30 p.m. 
Buckhorn Saloon, 
32 Main St., Pinos 
Altos, 538-9911, 
buckhornsaloon-
andoperahouse.
com

imAGeS of 
AmeriCA: Silver 
City—Presentation 

and book signing with authors Carolyn 
O’Bagy and Terry Humble. The book 
will be available for sale. 2-3 p.m. Silver 
City Museum Annex, 302 W. Broadway, 
538-5921, silvercitymuseum.org.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
BAyou SeCo—High Desert Brewing, 

1201 W. Hadley, 525-6752.
HomemAde And orGAniC fertil-

izerS worKSHoP—Want to learn how 
to fertilize your crops without the use 
of harmful synthetic chemicals? Come 
to this workshop to find out the many 
ways an organic grower can help their 
plants thrive. 9-11 a.m. $20, $15 MVM 
members. Mountain View Market Farm, 
2653 Snow Road, 523-0436, mvmout-
reach@gmail.com.

StorytellerS of lAS CruCeS—Judith 
Ames 10:30 a.m. Coas Books Down-
town, 317 N. Water St.

StorytellerS of lAS CruCeS—Jean 
Gilbert 10:30 a.m. Coas Books Solano, 
1101 S. Solano.

venuS in fur—Through July 13. See 
July 5. 8 p.m. $7. NMSU Readers The-
atre, across the parking lot from Barnes 
& Noble on University Ave. 650-3496.

Glenwood
31St AnnuAl friSCo CowBelleS’ 

BArBeQue—BBQ, Western art auction, 
music by Bucky Allred & Friends. 5:30 
p.m. $10, $5 kids under 12.

indePendenCe dAy CeleBrAtion—No 
fireworks this year. 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Hillsboro
new deAl PuBliC Art of new 

mexiCo—Opening for traveling photo-

EVENTS continued on next page

Celebrate Independence Day with the annual Ice 
Cream Social at the Silver City Museum.
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 Sat 7/6 Bayou Seco (Silver City)
 Thu 7/11 Wait for What? (Cloudcroft)
 Sat 7/13 Fatigo (Bisbee, AZ)
 Thu 7/18 Leo Rondeau (Austin)
 Sat 7/20 The D.A.M.N. Union
 Thu 7/25 Tiffany Christopher
 Sat 7/27 Liv (Dallas)

buckhornsaloonandoperahouse.com or 575-538-9911

JULY
2013

 Wednesdays 
Saloon Spaghetti 

Mondays 
Open Mic Night @ 7pm 

  Wed 3 Thomas Radcliffe - Instrumental Guitar

 Fri 5 Alister M - Folk Rock – Las Cruces

 Sat 6 Greenwood Misses - Americana 

 Wed 10 Salty Dogs - Traditional Bluegrass — Las Cruces

 Fri 12 Bayou Seco Trio - Cajun & Southwest Roots

 Sat 13 Chapel Blues - Blues from New Orleans!

 Wed 17 Amos Torres - Soul —Singer Songwriter 

 Fri 19 TBA   

 Sat 20 Sarah Petite - Singer Songwriter - San Diego

 Wed 24 Joe & Danny - Jazz Standards

 Fri 26/Sat Trevor Reichman - Singer Songwriter - Big Bend 

 Wed 31 Amos Torres - Soul — Singer Songwriter

SPECIAL OPERA 
HOUSE EVENT

CRACKER & 
CAMPER Van 
BEETHOVEN

WED. JULY 24 
Tickets $20

The sis-boom-bah doesn’t end with the tra-
ditional Independence Day celebrations 
this month, as July has plenty more to of-

fer (in addition to the eagerly 
awaited start of the monsoon) 
after the fireworks fade. For 
example, if you’ve been fol-
lowing the efforts to launch 
a community radio station in 
Silver City (“Tuning In,” Octo-
ber 2011), you’ll want to stop 
in for an update at the Gila/
Mimbres Community Radio 
Open House on July 11 at 
519B N. Bullard St. downtown. 
The final push is on to arrive on the FM dial by 
year’s end.

Also in downtown Silver City, July 20 brings 
a special chance to view and visit the Main Street 
that was, before those monsoon floods turned it 
into the Big Ditch. Music, tours, vendors, historical 
re-enactors, conservation demonstrations and the 
Farmers’ Market (with a special Squash Derby) will 
all be part of Big Ditch Day. Plus a new “Maker’s 
Fair” will spotlight lo-
cal inventors’ contrap-
tions, inventions and 
innovations.

Up in Lake Roberts 
that weekend, July 
20-21, Little Toad 
Creek brings back 
the much-beloved 
Hummingbird Cel-
ebration. Experts 
and speakers will in-
clude bird bander Bill 
Talbot, Raymond VanBuskirk, Janice Ward and 
Joan Day-Martin, who launched the area’s original 

hummingbird festival back in 2004 (“Dances with 
Hummingbirds,” July 2006).

A midweek treat at the Buckhorn Opera 
House in Pinos Altos, on Wednesday, July 
24, is a concert by Cracker with Camper 

Van Beethoven. These alt-rock icons recently 
released a new album with 429 Records, “Sunrise 
in the Land of Milk and Honey.” Long-time musi-

cal cohorts David Lowery and 
Johnny Hickman are teaming 
up again with drummer Frank 
Funaro and bassist Sal Maida to 
produce “their trademark rock, 
punk, glam, surf and country es-
thetic.” You may have heard the 
single, “Turn On, Tune In, Drop 
Out With Me,” which hit radio 
airwaves in April.

That next weekend, July 27-
28, the suds take center stage at 

the Southern New Mexico State Fairgrounds in the 
Las Cruces Tour de Beer. Just $15 ($12 advance) 
gets you a souvenir pilsner glass and samples of 
brews from all over, while listening to live music by 
The Liars, Phat Soul, Derrick Harris Band and EKIZ.

If building rather than brewing is your inter-
est, that’s also the weekend for Adobe Dynamics 
101. Pat Taylor of Pat Taylor Inc., a preservation 
contractor and contributing author of Adobe Con-

servation, A Preserva-
tion Handbook, will 
hold hands-on work-
shops July 26-28 in 
Santa Clara, Silver City 
and Gila. Pre-registra-
tion at the Silver City 
Museum is required. 
The event also serves 
as a warm-up for the 
second annual Silver 
City CLAY Festival, 
July 27-August 4, 

which you can read all about in this issue’s Arts Ex-
posure section. k

THE LISTTO
DO Sis-boom-bah!

graphic exhibit, the first exhibit at the 
Hillsboro Historic Society’s Education 
Center. Kathryn Flynn, executive director 
of the New Mexico Chapter of the Na-
tional New Deal Preservation Associa-
tion, will present an opening-day lecture. 
3 p.m. Hillsboro Community Center, 
Elenora St., 895-3324.

S U N D A Y

 7Las Cruces / Mesilla 
muSiC in tHe PArK—Performance 

by Juntos Unidos Rancheras-Cumbias 
of Bernalillo and Mariachi Espuelas de 
Plata. Bring a blanket or lawn chair and 
enjoy music in the park. No pets allowed 
on city property during the special 
events. 6 p.m. Free. Klein Park, 155 N. 
Mesquite St., las-cruces.org.

SundAy GrowerS’ mArKet—Sun-
days. Featuring fresh produce, locally 
roasted coffee, water-wise desert plants, 
sustainable crafts, and more. 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. Mountain View Market, 1300 El 
Paseo, 523-0436.

M O N D A Y

 8Silver City/Grant County 
youtH murAl CAmP—Through July 

19. 9 a.m.-12 p.m. $100 one week, 
$150 two weeks. Register at Leyba 
& Ingalls Arts, 388-5725, or www.
mimbresarts.org/youth-mural-camp. 
Penny Park.

oPen miC—7 p.m. Buckhorn 
Saloon, 32 Main St., Pinos Altos, 538-
9911, buckhornsaloonandoperahouse.
com

widowed PerSonS ServiCe—Lunch. 
Entertainment will be Bob Barch singing 
accompanied by his guitar. 11 a.m. $10 
includes lunch. Glad Tidings Church, 
537-3643.

T U E S D A Y

 9Silver City/Grant County 
GilA fArmerS’ mArKet—Tuesdays 

and Saturdays. 3-6 p.m. 414 Hwy. 211, 
535-2729.

GmoS—Also July 11. How are ge-
netically modified organisms impacting 
your life? Monica Rude. 12-1 p.m. Free. 
Silver City Food Co-op, 388-2343.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
ArGentine tAnGo de lAS CruCeS—

Tuesdays. 6:30-9:30 p.m. $5, NMSU 

students free with ID. 2251 Calle de 
Santiago, 620-0377.

Cw Ayon & Soul SHine—Hill 
Country Blues. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Rio 
Grande Theatre, 211 N. Downtown 
Mall, 523-6403, riograndetheatre.com.

W E D N E S D A Y

10Silver City/Grant County 
SAlty doGS—Traditional Blue-

grass. 7:30 p.m. Buckhorn Saloon, 
32 Main St., Pinos Altos, 538-9911, 
buckhornsaloonandoperahouse.com

Las Cruces/Mesilla
film lAS CruCeS—Trailers for locally 

made films are screened alongside short 
films by student filmmakers, followed by 
Q&A sessions with the filmmakers and 
industry news as it pertains to our area. 
7 p.m. Free. Rio Grande Theatre, 211 
N. Downtown Mall, 523-6403, riogran-
detheatre.com.

tHe BenefitS of Sound HeAlinG—
Wednesdays. Spend an hour with Timi 
Agnew to reconnect with your inner en-
ergy potential through the sounds of the 
ancient Solfeggio Frequencies for bal-
ance and harmony in mind, body and 
spirit. SomaEnergetics Sound Therapy 
assists in awakening consciousness and 
releasing energetic blockages to clear 
the way for personal transformation and 
healing. 5-6 p.m. Free. Mountain View 
Market, 1300 El Paseo, 523-0436.

T H U R S D A Y

11Silver City/Grant County 
CiéneGAS of SoutHweSt new 

mexiCo—With A.T. Cole. Part of the mu-
seum’s ongoing series of free Brown Bag 
lunchtime presentations. Ciénagas are 
the Southwest’s most unique but dwin-
dling watercourse. 12-1 p.m. Free. Silver 
City Museum Annex, 302 W. Broadway, 
538-5921, silvercitymuseum.org.

exPlorA! Be A roCK StAr SCienCe 
lAB—The Explora! hands-on science 
museum will be visiting to lead us in 
geology exploration. Participants will 
examine the main types of rocks and 
perform tests to identify a mystery min-
eral. Ages 8-11. 3 p.m. Free. Silver City 
Public Library, 515 W. College Ave., 
538-3672.

GmoS—See July 9. 12-1 p.m. Free. 
Silver City Food Co-op, 388-2343.

Green drinKS—Green Chamber of 
Commerce. 5:30 p.m. Shevek & Com-

pany, 602 N. Bullard St. 538-4332.
mimBreS fArmerS’ mArKet—Thurs-

days. 3:30-5:30 p.m. 14 Hwy. 35, 
574-7674.

oPen HouSe—Gila/Mimbres Com-
munity Radio. 4-8 p.m. 519B N. Bullard 
St., gmcr.org.

rollinG StoneS Gem And minerAl 
SoCiety—“Teamwork: Putting Together 
Mineral Specimen Cards,” led by Mary 
Margaret Soule. Potluck, bring your own 
serviceware and a dish to share. 6 p.m. 
Senior Center, Victoria St., 534-1393, 
rollingstonesgms.blogspot.com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
BiG BAnd dAnCe CluB—Jim Helder 

Septet. Red, White, Blue Patriot Ball. 
7-10 p.m. $9, $7 members. Court Youth 
Center, 402 W. Court St., 526-6504.

rePlAntinG tHe meSillA vAlley—Dr. 
Peter Kopp, director of the Department 
of Public History at New Mexico State 
University, presents a lecture on “Fabian 
Garcia’s Horticultural Legacy in a Global 
Context.” 1-2 p.m. Free. Branigan 
Cultural Center, 501 N. Main St., 541-
2154, las-cruces.org/museums.

wAit for wHAt?—High Desert 
Brewing, 1201 W. Hadley, 525-6752.

Deming
CArtooninG witH StACy Perry—

Marshall Memorial Library, 110 S. 
Diamond.

F R I D A Y

12Silver City/Grant County 
BAyou SeCo—7:30 p.m. Buck-

horn Saloon, 32 Main St., Pinos Altos, 
538-9911, buckhornsaloonandopera-
house.com

wine tAStinG—5-7 p.m. Silver City 
Beverage Company, 2005 Hwy. 180, 
388-1231.

BiKe eveninGS—Fridays. Bike repair 
workshop and social bike ride followed 
by the Bike-In Movie Night. 6 p.m., 8:30 
p.m. movie. Bikeworks, 820 Bullard St., 
388-1444

lAS CruCeS/meSillA
vfw dAnCe niGHt—8 p.m.-12 

a.m. VFW Post 3347, Hwy. 180 & 
Burnham Road.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
love iS All you need—Through 

July 18. A hairdresser who has lost her 
hair to cancer finds out her husband 
is having an affair, travels to Italy for 
her daughter’s wedding and meets a 

EVENTS continued

Cracker.

Las Cruces Tour de Beer.
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Video Stop
$5 DVD Sale!

1,000s to 
Choose From

July 16 facebook.com/videostopm

Junction of Hwy 35& 15 Near Lake Roberts
575-536-9649    www.littletoadcreek.com

LITTLE TOAD CREEK INN & TAVERN

Junction of Hwy 35& 15 Near Lake Roberts
575-536-9649    www.littletoadcreek.com

LITTLE TOAD CREEK INN & TAVERNLITTLE TOAD CREEK INN & TAVERNLITTLE TOAD CREEK INN & TAVERN

A HUMMINGBIRD 
CELEBRATION

July 
20 & 21

invites you 
to join us for 

All programs are free and open to the public.  
Dining reservations are recommended

4th of July
Backyard BBQ

Tent & Lawn Party

1 pm to 9 pm

Burgers, dogs, corn on the cob,
Veggie k-bobs,

Watermelon, and more

GAMES FOR ALL AGES
soak booth, pie eating contest,
bobbing for apples, ballon toss,

Horseshoes, & more!
LIVE MUSIC

widower who still blames the world for 
the loss of his wife. Directed by Susanne 
Bier. Stars Trine Dyrholm, Sebastian Jes-
sen, Molly Blixt Egelind. Danish, English, 
and Italian with subtitles as needed. 
Nightly 7:30 p.m., Sat. 1:30 and 7:30 
p.m., Sun. 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. $7 regu-
lar, $6 seniors and students, $5 MVFS 
members, children and Weds. Fountain 
Theatre, 2469 Calle de Guadalupe, 
524-8287, mesillavalleyfilm.org.

lunCHtime yoGA—12 p.m. $12 
includes lunch. Downtown Desert Yoga, 
126 S. Downtown Main St.

PirAteS of PenzAnCe—Through July 
20. Starlight Children’s Theatre. Take a 
rollicking band of notorious but tender-
hearted orphan pirates; add a squad of 
loyal but reluctant policemen; mix in two 
young lovers, the very model of a mod-
ern major general, and dozen beautiful 
sisters; season with an ingenious para-
dox involving leap years and birthdays; 
and top it all with great music. The result 
is a musical comedy that has been enter-
taining audiences around the world for 
134 years. 7 p.m. $5. NMSU Atkinson 
Hall, 1075 N. Horseshoe, 646-2421.

venuS in fur—Through July 13. See 
July 5. 8 p.m. $7. NMSU Readers The-
atre, across the parking lot from Barnes 
& Noble on University Ave. 650-3496.

Deming
Summer muSiC SerieS—Buzz Tones. 

Country, old rock and variety. 5:30-8:30 
p.m. St. Clair Winery, 1325 De Baca 
Road, 546-1179.

S A T U R D A Y

13Silver City/Grant County 
CHAPel BlueS—7:30 p.m. Buck-

horn Saloon, 32 Main St., Pinos Altos, 
538-9911, buckhornsaloonandopera-
house.com

Silver City fArmerS’ mArKet—Sat-
urdays. 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. Mainstreet 
Plaza, N. Bullard at 7th St., 654-4104.

ArtS And CrAftS mArKet—9 a.m.-2 
p.m. 703 N. Bullard, 313-6468.

GilA fArmerS’ mArKet—Tuesdays 
and Saturdays. 1-4 p.m. 414 Hwy. 211, 
535-2729.

HAve fun witH mud!—“Creating a 
Clay Pinch Pot.” Class is recommended 
for crafters ages eight and older and is 
limited to eight students. Pre-registration 
is encouraged. 10 a.m.-12 p.m. $5. 
Silver City Museum, 312 W. Broadway, 
538-5921, silvercitymuseum.org.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
fAtiGo—High Desert Brewing, 1201 

W. Hadley, 525-6752.
GAllery tAlK—Prof. Stephanie 

Taylor, “Selections from the Permanent 
Collection.” Free. 1 p.m. NMSU Art 
Gallery, Williams Hall, University Ave. 
east of Solano, 646-2545, www.nmsu.
edu/~artgal.

PirAteS of PenzAnCe—See July 12. 
Through July 20. 1 p.m. and 7 p.m. $5. 
NMSU Atkinson Hall, 1075 N. Horse-
shoe, 646-2421.

PlAy me: A triBute to neil diA-
mond—Tribute artist Chris Waggoner 
performing some of the most beloved, 
iconic Neil Diamond tunes, backed by 
his 10-piece Play Me Band. 7-9 p.m. 
$15, $20 at door. Rio Grande Theatre, 
211 N. Downtown Mall, 523-6403, 
riograndetheatre.com.

StorytellerS of lAS CruCeS—Loni 
Todoroki. 10:30 a.m. Coas Books Down-
town, 317 N. Water St.

StorytellerS of lAS CruCeS—Gloria 
Hacker. 10:30 a.m. Coas Books Solano, 
1101 S. Solano.

venuS in fur—See July 5. 8 p.m. 
$7. NMSU Readers Theatre, across the 
parking lot from Barnes & Noble on 
University Ave. 650-3496.

Radium Springs
muSiC And tHe StArS—Enjoy an 

evening of music by local talents fol-
lowed by a night of stargazing with the 
park’s new observatory. Park rangers 
and volunteers from Astronomical Soci-
ety of Las Cruces will guide you through 
the universe. 6:30-10:30 p.m. Leasburg 
Dam State Park, 12712 State Park Road, 
524-4068, emnrd.state.nm.us.

S U N D A Y

14Silver City/Grant County 
See How ClotH iS mAde—Weav-

ing demonstration with Mary Leen. The 
demonstration is in conjunction with 
the current exhibit, “It’s a Wrap.” 1-2 
p.m. Free. Silver City Museum, 312 W. 
Broadway, 538-5921, silvercitymuseum.
org.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
5tH AnnuAl SoutHweSt SolAr 

CooK-off—Come to Mountain View 
Market’s Sunday Growers’ Market for a 
day of fun, food, solar cooking contests, 
prizes, music, vendors and more. Bring 
your homemade or store-bought solar 
oven and cook up your favorite recipe, 
then enter the cook-off contest for a chance 
to win prizes. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Mountain 
View Market, 1300 El Paseo, 523-0436.

muSiC in tHe PArK—Performance 
by Natajja-Variety from Las Cruces and 
Mariachi Flores Mexicanas from El Paso. 
Bring a blanket or lawn chair and enjoy 
music in the park. No pets allowed on 
city property during the special events. 6 
p.m. Free. Klein Park, 155 N. Mesquite 
St., las-cruces.org.

M O N D A Y

15Silver City/Grant County 
oPen miC—7 p.m. Buckhorn 

Saloon, 32 Main St., Pinos Altos, 538-
9911, buckhornsaloonandoperahouse.
com

T U E S D A Y

16Silver City/Grant County 
GilA fArmerS’ mArKet—Tuesdays 

and Saturdays. 3-6 p.m. 414 Hwy. 211, 
535-2729.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
ArGentine tAnGo de lAS CruCeS—

Tuesdays. 6:30-9:30 p.m. $5, NMSU 
students free with ID. 2251 Calle de 
Santiago, 620-0377.

W E D N E S D A Y

17Silver City/Grant County 
AmoS torreS—7:30 p.m. Buck-

horn Saloon, 32 Main St., Pinos Altos, 
538-9911, buckhornsaloonandopera-
house.com

Las Cruces/Mesilla
BenefitS of Sound HeAlinG—See 

July 10. 5-6 p.m. Free. Mountain View 
Market, 1300 El Paseo, 523-0436.

T H U R S D A Y

18Silver City/Grant County 
don’t Be Bored!—Children 

of all ages and families will find the 
museum’s courtyard full of activity sta-
tions including rope making, panning 
for gemstones, historic games, bubble 
making, free books, and refreshments. 
9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Free. Silver City 
Museum, 312 W. Broadway, 538-5921, 
silvercitymuseum.org.

mimBreS fArmerS’ mArKet—Thurs-
days. 3:30-5:30 p.m. 14 Hwy. 35, 
574-7674.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
BiG BAnd dAnCe CluB—CDs. DJ 

Dale Ellis. 7-10 p.m. $7. Court Youth 
Center, 402 W. Court St., 526-6504.

eAt SmArt, live well—Class detail-
ing the ways you can boost your energy 
throughout the hot summer months. 5-6 
p.m. $3, MVM members free. Mountain 
View Market, 1300 El Paseo, 523-0436.

leo rondeAu—High Desert Brewing, 
1201 W. Hadley, 525-6752.

veGAn SuPPort GrouP—This is 
open to vegans and those who are 
curious about the vegan lifestyle. The 
discussion will be informal and will focus 
on information and practical applica-
tions shared by those in attendance. 
Learn about the aspects and advantages 
of eating vegan, as well as the difference 
between eating a vegetarian diet and a 
vegan diet. Bring your questions. Share 
your story. 7-8 p.m. Mountain View 
Market, 1300 El Paseo, 523-0436.

F R I D A Y

19Silver City/Grant County 
AwAKeninG tHe illuminAted 

HeArt worKSHoP—Through July 22. 
Learn how to activate your MerKaBa 
through your heart, so you can create 
your life from unconditional love, unity 
consciousness and joy. $444, $394 by 
July 5. Agave Spirit Retreat, 10 miles 
north of Silver City. (907) 452-0530, 
pamoneheart@gmail.com, www.
healinginlove.blogspot.com.

BiKe eveninGS—Fridays. Bike repair 
workshop and social bike ride followed 
by the Bike-In Movie Night. 6 p.m., 8:30 
p.m. movie. Bikeworks, 820 Bullard St., 
388-1444.

vfw dAnCe niGHt—8 p.m.-12 
a.m. VFW Post 3347, Hwy. 180 & 
Burnham Road.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
tHe tortoiSe verSuS tHe HAre—

Also July 20. Missoula Children’s Theater 
Company. 7 p.m. Rio Grande Theatre, 
211 N. Downtown Mall, 523-6403, 
riograndetheatre.com.

lunCHtime yoGA—12 p.m. $12 
includes lunch. Downtown Desert Yoga, 
126 S. Downtown Main St.

PirAteS of PenzAnCe—See July 12. 
Through July 20. 7 p.m. $5. NMSU 
Atkinson Hall, 1075 North Horseshoe, 
646-2421.

renoir—Through July 25. Set on the 
French Riviera in the summer of 1915, 
Jean Renoir—son of the Impressionist 
painter, Pierre-Auguste—returns home 
to convalesce after being wounded 
in World War I. Directed by Gilles 
Bourdos. Stars Michel Bouquet, Christa 
Theret, Vincent Rottiers. French and Ital-
ian with English subtitles. Nightly 7:30 
p.m., Sat. 1:30 and 7:30 p.m., Sun. 
2:30 and 7:30 p.m. $7 regular, $6 se-
niors and students, $5 MVFS members, 

children and Weds. Fountain Theatre, 
2469 Calle de Guadalupe, 524-8287, 
mesillavalleyfilm.org.

Deming
Summer muSiC SerieS—Tom Morris. 

Country and acoustic. 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
St. Clair Winery, 1325 De Baca Road, 
546-1179.

S A T U R D A Y

20Silver City/Grant County 
BiG ditCH dAy—Celebrate down-

town’s “Big Ditch” with music, educational 
tours, historical re-enactors, conservation 
demonstrations, and the Farmers’ Market. 
Local arts, crafts and food. Inventors will 
display their contraptions, inventions 
and innovations in Silver City’s Makers 
Fair. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. Downtown 
Silver City, Bullard St. and The Big Ditch, 
silvercitymainstreet.com.

BooK SiGninG witH nASArio GAr-
CiA—The popular cuentos that parents 
and grandparents in rural New Mexico 
once upon a time told their children are 
a rich source of the folklore of the region 
and offer satisfying entertainment. In his 
collection of bilingual stories about the 
Río Puerco Valley, where Nasario García 
grew up, he shares the traditions, myths 
and stories of his homeland. He recounts 
stories of the evil eye and rooster racing, 
the Wailing Woman and the punishing 
of the santos. Preceding each tale is 
García’s brief explanation of the history 
and culture behind the story. 2-3 p.m. 
Silver City Museum, 312 W. Broadway, 
538-5921, silvercitymuseum.org.

ArtS And CrAftS mArKet—9 a.m.-2 
p.m. 703 N. Bullard, 313-6468.

GilA fArmerS’ mArKet—Tuesdays 
and Saturdays. 1-4 p.m. 414 Hwy. 211, 
535-2729.

HumminGBird feStivAl—Through 
July 21. Hummingbird banding, dawn-
10 a.m. “The Lives of Hummingbirds” by 
Bill Talbot, 11 a.m. “Hummingbird Fun,” 
12:30 p.m. “Hummingbird Identifica-
tion” by Raymond VanBuskirk, 2 p.m. 
Music by Greenwood Misses, 5-8 p.m. 
Free. Little Toad Creek Inn, 1122 Hwy. 
35, Lake Roberts, 536-9649, littletoad-
creek.com.

rollinG StoneS Gem And minerAl 
SoCiety—Field trip, call for info. 388-
2010, rollingstonesgms.blogspot.com.

SArAH Petite—7:30 p.m. Buckhorn 
Saloon, 32 Main St., Pinos Altos, 538-
9911, buckhornsaloonandoperahouse.
com

Silver City fArmerS’ mArKet—Sat-
urdays. Squash Derby presented by 
Grant County Extension; bring your 
children. Live music. 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Mainstreet Plaza, N. Bullard at 7th St., 
654-4104.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
tHe tortoiSe verSuS tHe HAre—See 

July 19. 11 a.m. Rio Grande Theatre, 
211 N. Downtown Mall, 523-6403, 
riograndetheatre.com.

deSert BABy-weArerS—Learn about 
safe and comfortable baby-wearing, 
practice new methods, try different carri-
ers and meet other baby-wearers at this 
monthly meeting. 10 a.m.-12 p.m. Free. 
Mountain View Market, 1300 El Paseo, 
523-0436.

KrwG Benefit—Steve Smith and 
Hard Road evolved into a full working 
group as a result of the success and 
chemistry of the musicians who came 
together to work on Smith’s original live 
studio recording, “Hard Road,” released 
in 2004. At the heart of Hard Road is 
the song-writing team of Steve Smith 
and Minnesota songbird Chris Sanders. 
7 p.m. $20, $10 12 and under; $15, 
$7.50 12 and under in advance. Rio 
Grande Theatre, 211 N. Downtown 
Mall, 523-6403, riograndetheatre.com.

PirAteS of PenzAnCe—See July 12. 
1 p.m. and 7 p.m. $5. NMSU Atkinson 
Hall, 1075 N. Horseshoe, 646-2421.

EVENTS continued on next page
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StorytellerS of lAS CruCeS—Doug-
las Jackson. 10:30 a.m. Coas Books 
Downtown, 317 N. Water St.

StorytellerS of lAS CruCeS—Sarah 
Juba Addison and Sharlene Wittern. 
10:30 a.m. Coas Books Solano, 1101 
S. Solano.

tHe d.A.m.n. union—High Desert 
Brewing, 1201 W. Hadley, 525-6752.

Deming
oPen Studio—9 a.m.-3 p.m. Studio 

LeMarbe, 4025 Chapparal SE, 544-
7708.

muSiC in tHe PArK—6-8 p.m. Free. 
Rockhound State Park, Hwy. 143.

S U N D A Y

21Silver City/Grant County 
eArly SundAy SuPPer—Fund-

raiser to benefit Bridge Community, with 
entertainment by Jericho. 5 p.m. $10. 
First United Methodist Church, 314 W. 
College Ave., 538-5754.

Gold GulCH SPrinG—Gila Native 
Plant Society field trip. Looking for 
Lemna, Mentha and Salix. Bring water, 
lunch, a hat and sunscreen and wear 
good hiking shoes. 8 a.m. Free. Meet 
at south parking lot of WNMU Fine 
Arts Center Theater. 388-5192, www.
gilanps.org.

HumminGBird feStivAl—Humming-
bird banding, dawn-10 a.m. “Humming-
bird Identification” by Raymond Van-
Buskirk, 11 a.m. “Hummingbird Fun,” 

12:30 p.m. “The Lives of Hummingbirds” 
by Bill Talbot, 2 p.m. Free. Little Toad 
Creek Inn, 1122 Hwy. 35, Lake Roberts, 
536-9649, littletoadcreek.com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
10tH AnnuAl iCe CreAm SundAy—

Ice cream sandwich eating contest. 12-4 
p.m. Farm & Ranch Heritage Museum, 
4100 Dripping Springs Road, 522-
4100, nmfarmandranchmuseum.org.

muSiC in tHe PArK—Performance by 
Triple Jack (rock and blues) and Satisfied 
(blues/classic rock). Bring a blanket or 
lawn chair and enjoy music in the park. 
No pets allowed on city property during 
the special events. 6 p.m. Free. Apocado 
Park, 801 E. Madrid Ave. las-cruces.
org.

SundAy GrowerS’ mArKet—Sun-
days. Featuring fresh produce, locally 
roasted coffee, water-wise desert plants, 
sustainable crafts and more. 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. Mountain View Market, 1300 El 
Paseo, 523-0436.

White Sands
full moon HiKeS—Hike the moonlit 

dunes with a ranger. Reservations are 
required and accepted two weeks in 
advance of the hike. 8 p.m. $3. White 
Sands National Monument, 679-2599 
ext. 230, 479-6124 ext. 236, nps.gov/
whsa.

M O N D A Y

22Silver City/Grant County 
oPen miC—7 p.m. Buckhorn 

Saloon, 32 Main St., Pinos Altos, 538-

9911, buckhornsaloonandoperahouse.
com.

White Sands
full moon niGHtS—Listen to music, 

learn about the monument, and enjoy 
the beauty of moonlit dunes. 8:30 p.m. 
$3. White Sands National Monument, 
679-2599 ext. 230, 479-6124 ext. 236, 
nps.gov/whsa.

T U E S D A Y

23Silver City/Grant County 
GilA fArmerS’ mArKet—Tuesdays 

and Saturdays. 3-6 p.m. 414 Hwy. 211, 
535-2729.

town And Country GArden 
CluB—Special deals for members and 
a yearly report on how the shop is 
doing. Sack picnic lunch at the garden 
in the back of the Store. 1 p.m. Town 
and Country Garden Club Thrift Shop, 
Bullard St.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
ArGentine tAnGo de lAS CruCeS—

Tuesdays. 6:30-9:30 p.m. $5, NMSU 
students free with ID. 2251 Calle de 
Santiago, 620-0377.

winfAll—Cello and voice. 6:30-
7:30 p.m. Free. Rio Grande Theatre, 
211 N. Downtown Mall, 523-6403, 
riograndetheatre.com.

W E D N E S D A Y

24Silver City/Grant County 
CrACKer & CAmPer vAn 

BeetHoven—Special Opera House 
event. 7:30 p.m. $20. Buckhorn Opera 
House, 32 Main St., Pinos Altos, 538-
9911, buckhornsaloonandoperahouse.
com.

Joe & dAnny JAzz—7:30 p.m. 
Free. Buckhorn Saloon, 32 Main St., 
Pinos Altos, 538-9911, buckhornsaloon-
andoperahouse.com

Las Cruces/Mesilla
BenefitS of Sound HeAlinG—See 

July 10. Wednesdays. 5-6 p.m. Free. 
Mountain View Market, 1300 El Paseo, 
523-0436.

T H U R S D A Y

25Silver City/Grant County 
mimBreS fArmerS’ mArKet—

Thursdays. 3:30-5:30 p.m. 14 Hwy. 35, 
574-7674.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
BiG BAnd dAnCe CluB—Steppin’ 

Up. Finger food. 7-10 p.m. $9, $7 
members. Court Youth Center, 402 W. 
Court St., 526-6504.

eAt SmArt, live well CooKinG 
ClASS—Featuring easy and delicious 
ways to boost your energy throughout 
the hot summer months. 5-6 p.m. $3, 
MVM members free. Mountain View 
Market, 1300 El Paseo, 523-0436.

o’Keeffe—Through July 28. A one-
woman play about 20th century iconic 
artist Georgia O’Keeffe. 7 p.m. $12, 
$10 students and seniors over 65. Black 
Box Theatre, 430 N. Downtown Mall, 
523-1223, no-strings.org.

tiffAny CHriStoPHer—High Desert 
Brewing, 1201 W. Hadley, 525-6752.

F R I D A Y

26Silver City/Grant County 
AdoBe dynAmiCS 101—Also 

July 27, 28. Pat Taylor of Pat Taylor 
Inc., a preservation contractor and 
contributing author of Adobe Conser-
vation, A Preservation Handbook, will 
be giving three hands-on workshops 
in Santa Clara, Silver City and Gila. 
Pre-registration required; call the Silver 
City Museum, 538-5921. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Free. 210 N. Bayard, Santa Clara. 
silvercitymuseum.org.

BiKe eve-
ninGS—Fridays. 
Bike repair work-
shop and social 
bike ride followed 
by the Bike-In 
Movie Night. 6 
p.m., 8:30 p.m. 
movie. Bikeworks, 
820 Bullard St., 
388-1444.

trevor reiCH-
mAn—7:30 p.m. 
Buckhorn Saloon, 
32 Main St., Pinos 
Altos, 538-9911, 
buckhornsaloon-
andoperahouse.
com

vfw dAnCe niGHt—8 p.m.-12 
a.m. VFW Post 3347, Hwy. 180 & 
Burnham Road.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
frAnCeS HA—Through August 1. 

A film that follows a New York woman 
(who doesn’t really have an apartment), 
who apprentices for a dance company 
(though she’s not really a dancer), and 
throws herself headlong into her dreams, 
even as their possible reality dwindles. 
Directed by Noah Baumbach. Stars 
Greta Gerwig, Mickey Sumner, Adam 
Driver. Nightly 7:30 p.m., Sat. 1:30 and 
7:30 p.m., Sun. 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. 
$7 regular, $6 seniors and students, $5 
MVFS members, children and Weds. 
Fountain Theatre, 2469 Calle de Guada-
lupe, 524-8287, mesillavalleyfilm.org.

lunCHtime yoGA—12 p.m. $12 
includes lunch. Downtown Desert Yoga, 
126 S. Downtown Main St.

o’Keeffe—See July 25. Through 
July 28. 8 p.m. $12, $10 students and 
seniors over 65. Black Box Theatre, 
430 N. Downtown Mall, 523-1223, 
no-strings.org.

Deming
Summer muSiC SerieS—The Chain. 

Blues, rock and country. 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
St. Clair Winery, 1325 De Baca Road, 
546-1179.

S A T U R D A Y

27Silver City/Grant County 
AdoBe dynAmiCS 101—See July 

26. Pre-registration required; call the 
Silver City Museum, 538-5921. 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Free. Waterworks Building, 1721 
Little Walnut Road. silvercitymuseum.org.

ArtS And CrAftS mArKet—9 a.m.-2 
p.m. 703 N. Bullard, 313-6468.

GilA fArmerS’ mArKet—Tuesdays 
and Saturdays. 1-4 p.m. 414 Hwy. 211, 
535-2729.

PoKer tournAment fundrAiSer—
Play Texas Hold ’Em with genuine clay 
chips in celebration of the clay festival. 
Prizes awarded to the final 10 players. 
3-9 p.m. $50, includes pizza. Register 
at clayfestival.com. Old Elk’s Lodge Ball-
room, 315 N. Texas St. 538-5560.

Silver City ClAy feStivAl—Through 
August 4. See story in Arts Exposure 
section. clayfestival.com.

Silver City fArmerS’ mArKet—Sat-
urdays. 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. Mainstreet 
Plaza, N. Bullard at 7th St., 654-4104.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
lAS CruCeS tour de Beer—Through 

July 28. New Mexico breweries and 
international breweries. Sample beers 
in your souvenir pilsner glass, listen to 
local music and eat some great local 
flavors. Brew school. Music by The Liars, 
Phat Soul, Derrick Harris Band, EKIZ. 
12-7 p.m. $15, $12 advance, includes 
glass. Southern New Mexico State 
Fairgrounds, I-10 exit 132, 522-1232, 
www.LasCrucesTourdeBeer.com.

GAllery tAlK—Prof. Stephanie 
Taylor, “Selections from the Permanent 
Collection.” Free. 1 p.m. NMSU Art 
Gallery, Williams Hall, University Ave. 
east of Solano, 646-2545, www.nmsu.
edu/~artgal.Liv—High Desert Brewing, 
1201 W. Hadley, 525-6752.

o’Keeffe—See July 25. Through 
July 28. 8 p.m. $12, $10 students and 
seniors over 65. Black Box Theatre, 
430 N. Downtown Mall, 523-1223, 
no-strings.org.

StorytellerS of lAS CruCeS—Lou-
ise O’Donnel. 10:30 a.m. Coas Books 
Downtown, 317 N. Water St.

StorytellerS of lAS CruCeS—Sonya 
Weiner. 10:30 a.m. Coas Books Solano, 
1101 S. Solano.

Hillsboro
AGAlu—African music. 7-9 p.m. $5. 

Hillsboro Community Center, Elenora St., 
895-5686.

S U N D A Y

28Silver City/Grant County 
AdoBe dynAmiCS 101—See July 

26. Pre-registration required; call the 
Silver City Museum, 538-5921. 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Free. Old Gila Store, 410 Hwy. 
211, Gila. silvercitymuseum.org.

Silver City ClAy feStivAl—Through 
August 4. See story in Arts Exposure 

section. Gila Cliff Dwellings tour, 7:30 
a.m., meet at visitor center. clayfestival.
com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
muSiC in tHe PArK—Performance 

by Tumbleweeds, Western music from 
Albuquerque; Kenny Arroyos, Western 
music from Las Cruces; and Bruce Carl-
son, folk/Americana from Las Cruces. 
Bring a blanket or lawn chair and enjoy 
wonderful music in the park. No pets al-
lowed on city property during the special 
events. 6 p.m. Free. Apocado Park, 801 
E. Madrid Ave., las-cruces.org.

o’Keeffe—See July 25. 2:30 p.m. 
$12, $10 students and seniors over 65. 
Black Box Theatre, 430 N. Downtown 
Mall, 523-1223, no-strings.org.

SundAy GrowerS’ mArKet—Sun-
days. Featuring fresh produce, locally 
roasted coffee, water-wise desert plants, 
sustainable crafts and more. 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. Mountain View Market, 1300 El 
Paseo, 523-0436.

lAS CruCeS tour de Beer—See July 
27. 12-7 p.m. $15, $12 advance, in-
cludes glass. Southern New Mexico State 
Fairgrounds, I-10 exit 132, 522-1232, 
www.LasCrucesTourdeBeer.com.

White Sands
lAKe luCero tour—Hike with a 

ranger to the source of the sands and 
learn about the formation of the dunes. 
Reservations required. 9 a.m. $3, $1.50 
children. White Sands National Monu-
ment, 679-2599 ext. 230, 479-6124 
ext. 236, nps.gov/whsa.

M O N D A Y

29Silver City/Grant County 
Silver City ClAy feStivAl—

Through August 4. See story in Arts 
Exposure section. Whitewater Mesa 
Labyrinth tour, 7:30 a.m., meet at visitor 
center. Ceramic ocarina workshop, 2 
p.m. clayfestival.com.

oPen miC—7 p.m. Buckhorn 
Saloon, 32 Main St., Pinos Altos, 538-
9911, buckhornsaloonandoperahouse.
com.

T U E S D A Y

30Silver City/Grant County 
Silver City ClAy feStivAl—

Through August 4. See story in Arts 
Exposure section. Workshops include 
Mata Ortiz pottery, wild harvested clay, 
handmade tile, adobe labyrinth. Mining 
district tour 9:30 a.m., meet at visitor 
center. Opening and reception at Seed-
boat Gallery, 5:30-7 p.m. clayfestival.
com.

GilA fArmerS’ mArKet—Tuesdays 
and Saturdays. 3-6 p.m. 414 Hwy. 211, 
535-2729.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
ArGentine tAnGo de lAS CruCeS—

Tuesdays. 6:30-9:30 p.m. $5, NMSU 
students free with ID. 2251 Calle de 
Santiago, 620-0377.

W E D N E S D A Y

31Silver City/Grant County 
Silver City ClAy feStivAl—

Through August 4. See story in Arts 
Exposure section. Workshop by Ben 
Owen, ClayPlay at Silver City and Ba-
yard libraries, Syzygy Tileworks tour at 
10 a.m. and 3 p.m. clayfestival.com.

AmoS torreS—7:30 p.m. Buckhorn 
Saloon, 32 Main St., Pinos Altos, 538-
9911, buckhornsaloonandoperahouse.
com

Ben owen—Opening reception. 
Potter. 5:30-7 p.m. Blue Dome Gallery at 
Bear Mountain Lodge, 60 Bear Mountain 
Ranch Road, 528-2538, bearmountain-
lodge.com.

BiG yArd SAle—Lots of great items, 
no clothing. 8 a.m.-4 p.m. United Meth-
odist Church, 300 College Ave.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
BenefitS of Sound HeAlinG—See 

July 10. 5-6 p.m. Free. Mountain View 
Market, 1300 El Paseo, 523-0436.

AUGUST
T H U R S D A Y

 1Silver City/Grant County 
Silver City ClAy feStivAl—

Through August 4. See story in Arts 
Exposure section. Primitive pottery work-

 

Mountain Ridge Ace Hardware
3025 Highway 180 E., Silver City, NM 88061

(575) 534-0782
7:00-7:00 Mon-Sat 
8:30-5:30 Sunday    

with 30% o� all display units and 
$200 o� all wood, pellet or gas stove special orders

ACE is the only 
authorized dealer for   

It’s hot now! Keep the heat going this winter!

stoves in Silver City

EVENTS continued

O’Keeffe, a one-woman play about 20th century 
iconic artist Georgia O’Keeffe, runs July 25-28 at 
the Black Box Theatre in Las Cruces.

Wherever you go, Desert Exposure 
is only a click away!

On our website at www.desertexposure.com:
• Contents of every new issue
• Searchable back issues from January 2005 on
• Complete restaurant, gallery and other guides
• Clickable events calendar
• Absolutely free—no subscription fees!
• No annoying pop-up ads

Online at www.scribd.com/desertexposure:
• Complete issues just as they appear in print
• Read Desert Exposure on your iPad or other tablet, 

laptop or computer. Now easier than ever—no down-
loading required, just an Internet connection

On Facebook and Twitter:
• www.facebook.com/DesertExposure
• twitter.com/DesertExposure
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shop, ClayPlay, Waterworks Building 
labyrinth dedication at 10 a.m., evening 
gala. clayfestival.com.

ClAy GAlA—Hors d’oeuvres, des-
serts, Little Toad Creek spirits. the open-
ing of the clay festival’s international 
juried exhibition. Silent auction. 6-9 
p.m. $30. Historic Carter House, 101 N. 
Cooper St., clayfestival.com.

mimBreS fArmerS’ mArKet—Thurs-
days. 3:30-5:30 p.m. 14 Hwy. 35, 
574-7674.

F R I D A Y

2Silver City/Grant County 
Silver City ClAy feStivAl—

Through August 4. See story in Arts 
Exposure section. Mimbres site tour at 
9 a.m., meet at visitor center. Lectures, 
demonstrations, vendor fair 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. at 405 N. Bullard, films, Avelino 
Jimenez workshop. clayfestival.com.

BiKe eveninGS—Fridays. Bike repair 
workshop and social bike ride followed 
by the Bike-In Movie Night. 6 p.m., 8:30 
p.m. movie. Bikeworks, 820 Bullard St., 
388-1444.

vfw dAnCe niGHt—8 p.m.-12 
a.m. VFW Post 3347, Hwy. 180 & 
Burnham Road.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
oPen miC—7-10 p.m. Rio Grande 

Theatre, 211 N. Downtown Mall, 523-
6403, riograndetheatre.com.

Deming
Summer muSiC SerieS—Buzz Tones. 

Country, old rock and variety. 5:30-8:30 
p.m. St. Clair Winery, 1325 De Baca 
Road, 546-1179.

 
S A T U R D A Y

 3Silver City/Grant County 
Silver City ClAy feStivAl—

Through August 4. See story in Arts 
Exposure section. Lectures and panel 
discussion, demonstrations, films, vendor 
fair 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at 405 N. Bullard, 
Stephani Stephenson workshop. Neo-
Mimbreno exhibition and reception at 
WNMU and Silver City Museums, 3:30-
6 p.m. Public ProJECT outdoor digital 
exhibition on 400 block of Bullard St., 
9-10 p.m. clayfestival.com.

ArtS And CrAftS mArKet—9 a.m.-2 
p.m. 703 N. Bullard, 313-6468.

GilA fArmerS’ mArKet—Tuesdays 
and Saturdays. 1-4 p.m. 414 Hwy. 211, 
535-2729.

lA eSPerAnzA turnS four CeleBrA-
tion—Music, food, wine. 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. La Esperanza Vineyard and 
Winery, Mimbres, (505) 259-9523, 
laesperanzavineyardandwindery.com.

Silver City fArmerS’ mArKet—Sat-
urdays. Mud Pie Contest. 8:30 a.m.-12 
p.m. Mainstreet Plaza, N. Bullard at 7th 
St., 654-4104.

 Las Cruces/Mesilla
AnimAlS And wildlife in tHe GAr-

den worKSHoP—Farm Manager Lori 
Garton. Flora and fauna work together 
harmoniously in the garden and farm. 
Learn why and how you can incorpo-
rate animals into your agro-ecological 
setting. 9-11 a.m. $20, $15 MVM 
members. Mountain View Market Farm, 
2653 Snow Road, 523-0436, mvmout-
reach@gmail.com.

GAllery tAlK—Prof. Stephanie 
Taylor, “Selections from the Permanent 
Collection.” Free. 1 p.m. NMSU Art 
Gallery, Williams Hall, University Ave. 
east of Solano, 646-2545, www.nmsu.
edu/~artgal.

S U N D A Y

 4Silver City/Grant County 
Silver City ClAy feStivAl—See 

story in Arts Exposure section. Vendor 
fair, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at 405 N. Bullard, 
artist award brunch and presentation, 
11 a.m.-3 p.m. at Bear Mountain Lodge, 
demonstrations. clayfestival.com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
muSiC in tHe PArK—Performance by 

Colin McAllister, Latin jazz; Project, Latin 
jazz from El Paso; and La Cella Bella, 
chamber music. Bring a blanket or lawn 
chair and enjoy wonderful music in the 
park. No pets. 6 p.m. Free. Young Park, 
1905 E. Nevada Ave., las-cruces.org.

SundAy GrowerS’ mArKet—Sun-
days. Featuring fresh produce, locally 
roasted coffee, water-wise desert plants, 
sustainable crafts and more. 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. Mountain View Market, 1300 El 
Paseo, 523-0436.

Deming
Summer muSiC SerieS—Tom Morris, 

country and acoustic. 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
St. Clair Winery, 1325 De Baca Road, 
546-1179.

T U E S D A Y

 6Silver City/Grant County 
GilA fArmerS’ mArKet—Tuesdays 

and Saturdays. 3-6 p.m. 414 Hwy. 211, 
535-2729.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
eddy HArriSon—Eddy Harrison has 

been writing and singing cowboy and 
gospel music for 60 years. He started 
singing in country music dance bands 
and then started doing a single act at 
coffee houses and various other venues. 
He has recorded with country music 
greats Red Steagall, Stuart Hamblen 
and Cliffie Stone. 6:30-7:30 p.m. Free. 
Rio Grande Theatre, 211 N. Downtown 
Mall, 523-6403, riograndetheatre.com.

T H U R S D A Y

 8Silver City/Grant County 
mimBreS fArmerS’ mArKet—Thurs-

days. 3:30-5:30 p.m. 14 Hwy. 35, 
574-7674.

F R I D A Y

 9Silver City/Grant County 
BiKe eveninGS—Fridays. Bike 

repair workshop and social bike ride 
followed by the Bike-In Movie Night. 6 
p.m., 8:30 p.m. movie. Bikeworks, 820 
Bullard St., 388-1444.

vfw dAnCe niGHt—8 p.m.-12 
a.m. VFW Post 3347, Hwy. 180 & 
Burnham Road. k

Send events info by the 20th 
of the month to: events@
desertex-
posure.
com, fax 
534-4134, 
PO Box 
191, Silver 
City, NM 
88062 or 
NEW—submit your event 
online at www.desertexpo-
sure.com/submitevents.

BEFORE YOU GO:
Note that events  listings 
are subject to change and 
to human error! Please 
confirm all dates, times and 
 locations.

HOT SPRINGS SOAKING 
• TENT SITES

• RV SITES • CABINS • 
• WALKING TOURS

Faywood Hot Springs
165 Highway 61

Faywood, NM 88034
for more information call

575-536-9663

WRITE FROM THE 
HEART 

(AND WIN $$$)!
Enter the 2013 Desert Exposure 

Writing Contest!
Submit your best article, short story, essay, poem or other piece 

of writing by AUGUST 15.
Entries will be judged on literary quality and how well they 

express some aspect of life in Southwest New Mexico.

First prize: $100, plus publication in the October issue!  
Up to four second prizes: $25 each plus publication in 

Desert Exposure

All entries will be considered for future publication in 
Desert Exposure at our usual rates.

Mail entries to:
Desert Exposure Writing Contest

PO Box 191
Silver City, NM 88062

or email to contest@desertexposure.com
Include name and postal address, plus email if available.

Entries cannot be returned!

2 013 2 013
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Continental Divide • David A . Fryxell

Them!
Making a mountain out of an anthill.

For those of you too young to have seen the 1954 
horror movie Them!, even in late-night reruns, 
let me share the Internet Movie Database’s pré-

cis of this classic of titular punctuation, which starred 
James Whitmore and a pre-“Gunsmoke” James Ar-
ness: “The earliest atomic tests in New Mexico cause 
common ants to mutate into giant man-eating mon-
sters that threaten civilization.”

Yes, another entry for Desert Exposure contributor 
Jeff Berg’s compilation of films set in the Land of En-
chantment, though Them! was actually filmed in the 
Mojave Desert and South Texas. But the producers ap-
parently knew that New Mexico not only has oodles of 
atomic radiation—we also have ants a-plenty.

Indeed, if anyone in Hollywood reading this might 
be contemplating a remake, not only am I available 
to star as a dashing, graying, bespectacled, slightly 
shorter version of James Arness (hey, the guy was 
a giant—Whitmore wore lifts to play opposite him 
in Them!), but our kitchen can contribute the ants. 
As we have learned the hard way this early summer, 
ants do not need to be “giant man-eating monsters” 
to threaten civilization, or at least the corner of it oc-
cupied by our kitchen. In fact, the tinier the ants, the 
more difficult they are to keep out and to eradicate. 
Give me one giant ant that can be subdued by simple 
machine-gunning any day!

We’re accustomed to periodic ant raids, of 
course. Sometimes they make it into the 
cat’s food dish, despite it being positioned 

atop an ant obstacle course that must, to them 
(Them!), resemble the set from one of those slap-
stick Japanese game shows. We first saw ants inside 
this season when I spilled a few drops on the kitchen 
floor from refilling the hummingbird feeders. Faster 
than Twitter can communicate the latest Lindsay Lo-
han arrest, word spread to the local ant community 
and that spot on the floor came alive.

We naively thought that was the end of it. But 
once the ants knew that sustenance waited within, 

they grew determined. Presumably the colony began 
sending out scouting parties, probing our house for 
weaknesses. No doubt the word came back that we 
are not always the tidiest housekeepers. (“Jackpot!” 
says Ant Scout 237. “These people are slobs!”)

Now the assault began in earnest—and in num-
bers. One night not long after the spilled-sugar-water 
incident, we were cleaning the kitchen—yes, we do 
clean—and I made the mistake of picking up a plate 
I’d used to bring dinner in from the grill. In retrospect, 
I’m amazed it didn’t pick itself up. Ants had discovered 
the plate, which was on the counter to the right of the 
gas cooktop. It was about half red, half white.

Hurling the teeming plate (thankfully, non-break-
able Corelle we’ve had for decades) into the sink to 
drown the multitudes, I dared to look at the dark 
countertop that had been beneath and beside it. The 
granite seemed to seethe like the surface of the sea 
in a storm. It was hard to tell what was ant and what 
was granite (a lovely pattern the salesman assured 
us was unique in all the world, which you can see on 
every HGTV home-makeover show).

I realize that some people prefer to use non-chemi-
cal or even non-lethal means of pest control. I’ve even 
read up online on the relative 
merits of vinegar, borax and oth-
er ant antidotes, though I think 
plucking the ants individually 
with tweezers and relocating 
them—a sort of Formicidae wit-
ness-protection program—is go-
ing too far. Under less, well, ishy 
circumstances, I might have re-
sponded less apocalyptically. In 
this case, however, our neighbors are just lucky we 
didn’t have a neutron bomb under the sink next to the 
Pledge and Simple Green spray cleaner.

I grabbed the can of Raid or Spray Em All Dead or 
Kill! Kill! Kill! or whatever bug spray we had under 
there and flooded the countertop. After mopping up 
the corpses and puddles of liquid death with a fist-
ful of paper towels, I let any survivors have it again. 
(Perhaps I should have left one ant alive to return to 
the colony, shell-shocked, to mumble, “The horror! 
The horror!” But by the time this thought hit me, it 
was too late to recruit an ant Kurtz from our counter-
top heart of darkness.)

This ant encounter grossed us out enough to in-
spire a thorough cleanup of the entire house, 
with special attention to the kitchen. (Probably 

necessary, since the next night’s chicken marsala had 
a piquant taste of Raid….) Cat hair dating to the Bush 
administration (George II, but only because we didn’t 
live in this house under George I) was unearthed, 
swept up and disposed of. Dust bunnies old enough 
to have great-great-grandbunnies hopping about the 
house were made to get a move on. Magazines with 
articles I’d really, really meant to get around to read-
ing (“Can Wilkie Beat FDR?”) got recycled.

No more, we vowed, would dinner dishes sit in 
the sink or anywhere else until a pre-bedtime kitchen 
cleaning. “Game of Thrones” could wait (besides, 
nothing really happens on that show, does it?).

This cleaning frenzy, however, was apparently an 
awful mistake. The ants, perhaps feeling we’d laid 
down a challenge, redoubled their efforts to infiltrate 
the house. I thought I spied tiny picket signs out on 
the patio: “Hell No, We Won’t Go (Away)” and “Hey, 
Hey, David A., How Many Ants Did You Kill Today?”

No more than two nights into our conscientious 
new routine, I picked up one of the plastic cutting 
boards behind the sink and found it swarming with 
ants. This was not a dirty cutting board covered with 
ant temptations, please note, but rather one that had 
recently been thoroughly soaped and scrubbed. Yet 
the ants were all over it!

There’s no need to describe in detail what fol-
lowed. You can read about similar atrocities in any 
graphic history of recent warfare, or most Stephen 
King novels. Suffice to say that I brought out the 
heavy artillery, and the result was not pretty. The 
words “BUG SPRAY” were soon scrawled across the 
shopping list on the refrigerator door, in a handwrit-
ing reminiscent of “REDRUM” in The Shining.

The next day, my wife sprayed the perimeter of the 
house again and bought some ant traps. Apparently, 
she thought impractical my suggestion of recruiting 
an ant turncoat and brainwashing it into taking a tac-
tical thermonuclear device back to the anthill. She 
was right, of course—ants are strong, but you’d still 
need a dozen to lug even a small nuke. Besides, we 

know from Them! what radia-
tion does to the little bastards.

I’m trying to get over the 
horrific things I’ve seen, the 
countertops heaving with little 
red bodies and the puddles 
of poison. I’m trying to stop 
scratching at imaginary insects 
crawling on me—damn! there’s 
another one!—and seeing ants 

in every colored fleck of granite countertop. I’m look-
ing for a program to help me kick my Raid addiction, 
though I still love the smell of bug spray in the morn-
ing.

It’s going well. The ants have not made another 
incursion for a couple of days now (not that we’ve 
seen, that is!). I cancelled the order for a machine 
gun. The neighbors have mostly stopped complain-
ing about my “maniacal cackling” and “insane gibber-
ing” late at night as I prowl the kitchen, looking for 
tiny intruders.

 Just don’t expect me to go on a picnic any time 
soon. You know, out there… with… Them! k

When not spraying pesticide, David A. Fryxell 
edits Desert Exposure.
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Main Office: 
120 E. 11th St.,Silver City, NM

Toll-free (866) 538-0404 
Office (575) 538-0404

www.prudentialsilvercity.com
info@prudentialsilvercity.com

Patrick Conlin, Broker/Owner

Mimbres Office: 
2991 Highway 35, Mimbres, NM

Toll-free (866) 538-0404
Office (575) 574-8798

www.mimbresvalleyrealestate.com
robin@prudentialsilvercity.com

 Silver City’s #1 Selling Office for 2012—157 Transactions—$19.2M sold 

Property for the privacy minded solar 
enthusiast! Building pad in, ready for 
your imagination. Very short drive to 
the us-mexico border. Easy access off 
paved road on decent dirt road. BLM 
land borders property on 3 sides!

MLS 30181 • $75,000

©2013 BRER Affiliates LLC. An independently owned and operated broker member of BRER Affiliates LLC. Prudential, the Prudential logo and the Rock symbol are registered serevice marks of Prudential Financial, Inc. and its related entities, registered in many jurisdictions worldwide. Used under license with no other affiliation with Prudential. Equal Housing Opportunity.

MLS 30128 • $535,000

Custom 3bd/2ba Indian Hills home 
with enlarged master suite. Great 
views, paved driveway, covered front 
wrap-around porch. Office area, 
oversized garage, wood beams in 
living area. Extensive tile work, 
granite countertops, open floor plan.

MLS 30148 • $342,500

Set at the base of the chihuahua hill 
neighborhood & just blocks from 
downtown, this 100+ year old adobe 
home has many charming features. 
Landscaped corner lot with private 
walled courtyard, stone porch 
addition with arched openings & 
talavera tile floors, patios, hardwood 
floors. Partial basement, fireplace, 
wood-burning stove, mastercraft 
metal roof. Unfinished 5 room guest 
house, storage/workshop building.

MLS 30194 • $119,000

Nice location in the heart of Silver 
City with great Highway 90 visibility. 
This property could be occupied 
immediately.

MLS 30123 • $64,300

Custom home on 1/2 acre minutes to 
downtown & all city utilities! Passive 
solar design with views, energy 
efficient, sun room, bonus room. 
Metal roof, color concrete floors, 
custom finishes. Andersen windows, 
Syzygy tile work, concrete & 
paperstone counters, raised garden 
beds. Home is plumbed for a future 
active solar system.

MLS 30197 • $354,500

Commercial building/warehouse in 
downtown historic district on South 
Bullard St. with parking! Possible 
live/work space with renovation.

MLS 30195 • $110,000

Nice little home on a large quarter 
acre corner lot, on one of the nicest 
streets in hurley. Metal roof, double 
pane windows, soapstone wood-
burning stove, original vintage oak 
 hardwood floors, outdoor shower &
 lav sink on fully enclosed private
 patio. Outdoor fireplace! New paint @
 interior. Clean and tidy, ready for it's
 next owner. This property will stand
 out from the competition in this
 price range, a must-see! Hot tub does
 not convey with real estate. 

MLS 30163 • $54,000

Charming silver heights home full of 
character. Plaster walls, hardwood 
floors, fireplace. Courtyard, garden 
area, garage & carport. Den, office, 
family room - possible studio space? 
Set high on the street with views. 
Built-in bookshelves in living area, 
new window treatments, new paint, 
new tiled shower in guest bath.

MLS 30144 • $179,900

Set on the northeastern slope of 
Boston Hill, this 2Bd/1Ba home is 
close to downtown & the University 
yet is very private. Rear deck has 
views of town and the distant 
mountains. Flexible floorplan, with an 
office and/or dining nook, good size 
master bedroom with parquet wood 
floors, large living area the entire 
width at the rear of the house. Cheery 
kitchen, double-pane windows, and 
stand-up storage underneath.

MLS 30182 • $135,000

1 acre outside of city limits but very 
close to town. No restrictions, single & 
double-wide manufactured homes ok. 
City water, electric, and telephone 
available, septic & propane gas needed.

MLS 30199 • $27,500

Very well cared for manufactured 
doublewide on a quiet street in 
Oakwood Estates subdivision. 3 
bedroom 2 bath home with large 
kitchen and lots of cabinet space 
with landscaping and lots of room for 
parking. Very solid feel to this gem on 
the hill. Fenced backyard for the 
four-legged family members.

MLS 30125 • $115,000
Indian Hills adobe style, 1,918 sq.ft., 
3bd/2ba home with bunches of 
character - complete with efficient 
kitchen layout with new appliances. 
Ensuite master bath, 2 covered tile 
patios, pellet stove, saltillo tile floors, 
carpeted bedrooms & large 2 car 
garage with chip sealed driveway - all 
on 1/2 acre xeriscapted lot with views.

MLS 30159 • $250,000

33 lots in Cobre Mesa Estates 
subdivision located in hurley, nm. 
Site-built only, 1,000 sq.ft. minimum 
as per covenants. Infrastructure for 
remaining lots is not complete. 
Priced at $4k per lot.

MLS 30180 • $132,000

Views don't hardly get any better 
than this, and the privacy is priceless. 
Near the end of road seclusion on this 
little development way up on the hill.

MLS 30177 • $19,900

Private & secluded 39 acres, with a 
one level adobe style 3Bd/2Ba house 
yet only 8 miles from town. Electric 
gate entrance. Open living room / 
kitchen area, media/guestroom, huge 
patio with Southern exposure and an 
80-mile view. Exceptional equine 
facility with a 30 X 30 custom loafing 
shed. Approx. 10 acres are fenced 
with Electrobraid fencing. Other out 
buildings include a hay shed, tack 
shed, and 30 X 30 workshop. Direct 
US Forest border/corner!


